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Executive Summary  
 
Ryan Zinke, a politician from Northwest Montana and Santa Barbara, California, has climbed the 
political ladder in a short nine years. Zinke began his career as a Montana state senator in 2009, 
ǿŀǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ нлмп ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ¢ǊǳƳǇΩs Secretary of the Interior. From 
Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΣ ½ƛƴƪŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōƛƭƭŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀ Ψ¢ŜŘŘȅ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩ 
Republican. However, during his time in public office, he has repeatedly acted on behalf of the 
same special interests that assisted his political ascension, actions that have been contrary to 
many of the values and positions he claims to hold.  
 
When Zinke moved from his home state of California to run for office in Montana, he drove a 
hybrid Toyota Prius, received an endorsement by a Montana-based conservation group and 
even signed a letter to then-President Obama asking for swift action on climate change.  
 
As the political winds and opportunities shifted, so did Zinke. He sought the Republican 
nomination for Lieutenant Governor but lost in the Republican primary when the ticket he 
ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ōŀǎŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΦ ½ƛƴƪŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƭƻƴƎΦ Wǳǎǘ 
two years later, after his attempts to start several fledgling businesses failed, Zinke turned his 
focus ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƴ ŦƻǊ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǎƻƭŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŀǘΦ  
 
During his congressional campaign, Zinke began collecting large donations from special 
interests such as Fidelity National Financial Inc., and extractive industries, including coal giants 
liƪŜ /ƭƻǳŘ tŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘ /ƻŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƛƭ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ hŀǎƛǎ tŜǘǊƻƭŜǳƳ ŀƴŘ IŀƭƭƛōǳǊǘƻƴΦ IŜΩǎ 
raised over one million dollars from special interests, many of which profit off of public lands. 
½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǎƘƛŦǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎŜŘ ΨwƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀ 
and he adopted very pro-special interest positions. 
 
President Trump tapped Zinke to run his Interior Department shortly after his inauguration. 
During his scandal-plagued tenure, Zinke has been the subject of some 17 investigations that 
have ranged from abuse of taxpayer funds to Hatch Act violations to using public resources to 
ŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ǎǿŜŜǘƘŜŀǊǘ ƭŀƴŘ ŘŜŀƭ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ƻƛƭ-
conglomerate Halliburton. This investigation has been transferred to the Justice Department 
and is still pending as of December 2018.    
 
In addition, Zinke oversaw the largest reduction of public land protections in history by 
recommending President Trump reduce the boundaries of national monuments. Zinke also 
gutted the most substantial habitat management plan in history by overhauling plans to keep 
the imperiled sage grouse off the endangered species list. Zinke and his political cronies have 
also:  

¶ threatened and reorganized career employees to force early retirements;  

¶ altered scientific reports;  

¶ opened vast swaths of public lands to extractive resources;  

¶ threatened national parks with privatization; failed to fund public access programs;  
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¶ limited public input on critical decisions and infected the Interior Department with a 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭƭƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ǘŜƴǳǊŜΦ 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǘŜǎ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ 
public life in order to hold him accountable for his political scandals and failed management of 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎΦ 
 

Basic Biographical Background 
 
Ryan Zinke was born on November 1, 1961, "in Bozeman where his parents were attending 
college, and he grew up in Whitefish," MT.  He "attended the University of Oregon on an 
athletic scholarship, played four years for the Oregon Ducks football team, and graduated [in 
1984] with a Bachelor's of Science in Geology."  He also claims to have an MBA from National 
University and a MS from the University of San Diego. 
 
Ryan Zinke is married to the former Lolita "Lola" Hand.  
 
Ryan Zinke "joined the U.S. Navy.  His active duty "military career began in 1985 when he 
graduated from Officer Candidate School and attended SEAL training [BUDS class 136]," and 
ended more than two decades later.  "He retired from active duty [in] 2008 after serving 23 
years as a US Navy SEAL."      
 
"After retiring [from the military], Zinke formed two businesses, including one that uses 
advanced technology in industries such as aerospace, natural resources and national security."  
He was "the CEO of Continental Divide International, a business development consulting 
company," from 2008 to 2014, and "CEO of On Point Montana, a security consulting firm."  He 
is also a part owner of Double Tap, LLC, in Flathead County, MT. 
 
Continental Divide International was a property management firm.  Zinke and/or this business 
own numerous rental properties in Whitefish and Kalispell, which are both in Flathead County, 
and he owns property in San Diego County, CA.  His wife may own property in Santa Barbara 
County, CA. 
 
In 2008 Ryan Zinke "ǿŀǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ {ŜƴŀǘŜΧŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ" and in 2012 
he unsuccessfully "ran for lieutenant governor on the ticket headed by Neil Livingstone."   
 
In 2012, Zinke "helped form and chaired a super PAC known as Special Operations for America 
[SOFA], which ran an independent expenditure campaign against President Barack Obama's re-
election."  
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, was elected to represent Montana's at-large district in the US Congress.  
Days before getting elected to Congress he filed paperwork to create his leadership PAC, the 
Supporting, Electing American Leaders PAC [SEAL PAC].  [SEAL PAC Statement of Organization; 

http://docquery.fec.gov/pdf/880/14031333880/14031333880.pdf
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Ryan Zinke's LinkedIn Page; Ryan Zinke's Campaign Internet Site; Charles Johnson, "Zinke touts 
leadership experience in U.S. House race," The Missoulian, 09/28/14; Various Financial 
Disclosures; LexisNexis People Search] 

 

Ethical and Business Issues 
 
Super PACs 
 
Ryan Zinke created a presidential super PAC in 2012. In 2013, it transitioned to congressional 
campaigns. Zinke resigned from the super PAC on September 30, 2013, and in October 2013 
the super PAC started spending money to support Zinke's congressional campaign. After the 
super PAC spent $250,000 in support of Zinke's campaign, Zinke made the treasurer of the 
super PAC his congressional chief of staff. 
 
Ryan Zinke "created the Special Operations for America [SOFA] super PAC to back Mitt 
Romney's 2012 presidential campaign." SOFA moved on to back "candidates who support the 
military τ and their first candidate" was Ryan Zinke.  "Zinke resigned from SOFA PAC" on 
September 30, 2013.  Starting in October 2013 "when Zinke announced his candidacy, SOFA 
t!/Χspent more than" $250,000 "on television, radio and Internet advertising in support of his 
campaign."  In January 2015, Ryan Zinke made the treasurer of SOFA his congressional chief of 
staff.  [Matt Volz, "GOP's Zinke reaps benefit of PAC he founded, but is it legal?" The Missoulian, 
02/16/14; /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ ά5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎ ōƭŀǎǘ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ǇƛŎƪ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎǳǇŜǊ t!/ ǘǊŜŀǎurer as 
chief of staffΣέ Billings Gazette, 01/07/15; aƻƭƭȅ wŜŘŘŜƴΣ άGOP Congressional Candidate Using 
/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ aƻƴŜȅ {ŎƘŜƳŜ tƛƻƴŜŜǊŜŘ ōȅΧ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ /ƻƭōŜǊǘΣέ Mother Jones, 11/01/13; and Troy 
/ŀǊǘŜǊΣ άZinke denies super PAC coordinationΣέ Bozeman Daily Chronicle, 07/31/14] 
 
Ryan Zinke said on television that he was not paid by this super PAC.  That statement is not 
true.  
 
Ryan Zinke, in July 2012, "told Sean Hannity he wasn't taking a paycheck from SOFA.  But the 
super-PAC's FEC filings suggest otherwise.  From late July 2012 to March 2013, the super-PAC 
paid $26,317.11 to Continental Divide International [CDI] for 'fundraising consulting' and 
'strategy consulting.'  Zinke's LinkedIn page says he is the CEO of Continental Divide 
International.  The company's purpose is unclear; a public records search shows that both Zinke 
and his wife are officers.  In addition to the consulting fees, SOFA reimbursed Continental 
Divide International more than $3,000 for unspecified expenses and paid for Zinke to travel to 
the Republican National Committee in Tampa and the Conservative Political Action Conference 
in Denver, as well as trips to Las Vegas, Dallas, and San Antonio." ώaƻƭƭȅ wŜŘŘŜƴΣ άGOP 
/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ¦ǎƛƴƎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ aƻƴŜȅ {ŎƘŜƳŜ tƛƻƴŜŜǊŜŘ ōȅΧ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ /ƻƭōŜǊǘΣέ 
Mother Jones, 11/01/13] 
 
During the 2013-14 election cycle, Ryan Zinke's campaign and this super PAC used "at least 
six" of the same vendors and on "ŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ½ƛƴƪŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀƴŘΧt!/ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

http://www.linkedin.com/in/ryan-zinke-b3b34416
http://www.ryanzinke.com/
http://missoulian.com/mobile/article_8c55ec5e-4688-11e4-9869-eb298481d1fa.html
http://missoulian.com/mobile/article_8c55ec5e-4688-11e4-9869-eb298481d1fa.html
http://missoulian.com/news/local/gop-s-zinke-reaps-benefit-of-pac-he-founded-but/article_e9d02564-9749-11e3-97e2-001a4bcf887a.html
https://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/montana/democrats-blast-zinke-s-pick-of-former-super-pac-treasurer/article_b3a0479e-4a2a-5351-8a7e-a84e6c383a2f.htm
https://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/montana/democrats-blast-zinke-s-pick-of-former-super-pac-treasurer/article_b3a0479e-4a2a-5351-8a7e-a84e6c383a2f.htm
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/11/ryan-zinke-stephen-colbert-super-pac-sofa/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/11/ryan-zinke-stephen-colbert-super-pac-sofa/
https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/politics/zinke-denies-super-pac-coordination/article_bb44c77e-18de-11e4-8e41-001a4bcf887a.html
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/11/ryan-zinke-stephen-colbert-super-pac-sofa/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/11/ryan-zinke-stephen-colbert-super-pac-sofa/
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companies on the same day," even though coordination between a campaign and super PAC 
is not legal. 
 
In 2014, Ryan Zinke and SOFA used "at least six" of the same vendors, and on "eight occasions, 
the Zinke campaign and Special Operations for America [SOFA] PAC paid those companies on 
the same day," according to campaign finance reports.  Federal election law bans coordination 
between candidates and super PACs.  In March of 2014 "the Campaign Legal Center and the 
organization Democracy 21 filed Federal Election Commission complaints against Zinke, alleging 
illegal coordination with the SOFA PAC." [Troy Carter, "Zinke denies super PAC coordination," 
Bozeman Daily Chronicle, 07/31/14] 
 
"All these revelations" made it "difficult to tell where" this super PAC ended and Zinke's 
"campaign ς not to mention his personal finances," began. The super PAC paid more than 
$35,000 to Zinke, his daughter, and a business of his. 
 
SOFA paid Ryan Zinke's daughter $2,500 in 2012. [Federal Election Commission Data; Veronica 
Stracqualursi and Lissette Rodriguez, "Ryan Zinke: Everything you need to know about the new 
interior secretary," ABC NEWS, 03/01/17] 
 
In November 2013 the Missoula Independent said, "between July 2012 and May 2013, SOFA 
disclosed payments to CDI to the tune of $34,757.73," with "three payments to CDI totaling 
ϷуΣпплΦснΧŦƭŀƎƎŜŘ ŀǎ ǊŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ Zinke's trips to the Republican National Convention 
in Tampa, a Conservative Political Action Conference in Denver and several other out-of-state 
appearances," with "ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ϷнсΣомтΦммΧǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ 'fundraising consulting' and 
'strategy consulting.'" 
 
"SOFA paid out ώŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘϐ ϷусΣпффΦурΧto Battle Plan Strategies, a New York company owned by 
SOFA treasurer Scott Hommel.  Those expenditures were made for 'administrative consulting,' 
'administration' and 'strategy consulting.'" 
 
In 2013, most of SOFA's Internet site remained "dedicated to trumpeting the Zinke name." 
 
"All these revelations make it increasingly difficult to tell where SOFA ends and Zinke's 
campaign ς not to mention his personal finances ς begins." ["ETC," The Missoulian, 11/07/13-
11/14/13] 
 
A board member and advisor to this super PAC insisted to a Tea Party group that he 
considered leading a military coup and said that if there's a coup attempt "he will be happy to 
lead it."  
 
SOFA board member and advisor Paul Vallely insisted to a Tea Party group "that he doesn't 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΧōǳǘ ƛŦ ŀ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ 
lead it.  Vallely reminisced about how he once discussed plans to 'surround the White House 
and surround the Capitol building' with 250,000 marines, adding that 'it 's going to take physical 

https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/politics/zinke-denies-super-pac-coordination/article_bb44c77e-18de-11e4-8e41-001a4bcf887a.html
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/donald-trumps-interior-secretary-pick-ryan-zinke/story?id=44176934
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/donald-trumps-interior-secretary-pick-ryan-zinke/story?id=44176934
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:JKwiqocoklgJ:https://issuu.com/missoulanews/docs/missoulaindependenti45110713+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us
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presence' to make elected officials heed their demands."  He continued, "I don't want to be 
criticized for starting a revolution, but I'd certainly head it if we had to.  We all love a good fight 
if it's worth it, right?" [Brian Tashman, "Paul Vallely Will Be Happy To Lead An Anti-Obama 
Revolution," Right Wing Watch, 01/27/14] 
 
When Ryan Zinke ran this super PAC it ran "afoul of military regulations, according to 
representatives of the US Marine Corps and Air Force," for improperly using military insignias.  
The Department of Defense asked the super PAC "to stop using the insignia or face potential 
legal action." 
 
SOFA, in 2012, used "part or all of the insignia of the Marines, Air Force, Navy, Army, and the US 
Special Operations Command on its website, Facebook, and Twitter pages," and as a result it 
ran "afoul of military regulations, according to representatives of the US Marine Corps and Air 
Force."  Each "service branch's symbols are trademarked."  Department of Defense Officials 
contacted SOFA to ask them to "them to stop using the insignia or face potential legal 
action."[Adam Weinstein, "Anti-Obama Group Caught Using US Military Logos Without 
Authorization," Mother Jones, 07/19/12] 
 
Ryan Zinke's 2016 congressional campaign prominently used the Navy Special Warfare 
Insignia in violation of military policy. 
 
In 2016, Ryan Zinke's campaign bus featured prominent usage of the Navy Special Warfare 
Insignia.  [Navy Breast Insignia: Special Warfare Insignia, National Archives, accessed 12/03/18; 
Tweet by Ryan Zinke, 10/03/16, accessed 12/03/18; Tweet by Ryan Zinke, 05/26/16, accessed 
12/03/18] 
 
According to official Department of Defense policy, "members on active duty should not engage 
in partisŀƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘΧmembers not on active duty should avoid inferences that their 
political activities imply or appear to imply official sponsorship, approval, or endorsement."  
Additionally, "'any activity that may be reasonably viewed as directly or indirectly associating 
[with] ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜΧǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƛǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ 
the spirit and intention of this Directive shall be avoided.'"  ["Political Activities by Members of 
the Armed Forces," Department of Defense, accessed 12/03/18] 
 
2012 Lieutenant Governor Race 
 
In 2012, Ryan Zinke praised and ran for lieutenant governor of Montana on a ticket with 
gubernatorial candidate Neil Livingstone, who claims he "partied with pirates, been stalked 
by Nazis, and tried [unsuccessfully] to spring Moammar Qaddafi from Libya." 
 
In 2012, Ryan Zinke ran for lieutenant governor of Montana on a ticket with gubernatorial 
candidate Neil Livingstone.   
 

http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/paul-vallely-will-be-happy-to-lead-an-anti-obama-revolution/
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/paul-vallely-will-be-happy-to-lead-an-anti-obama-revolution/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2012/07/military-tells-anti-obama-pac-stop-using-our-logos/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2012/07/military-tells-anti-obama-pac-stop-using-our-logos/
https://research.archives.gov/id/6491484
https://twitter.com/RyanZinke/status/782975146617245696
https://twitter.com/RyanZinke/status/735891472013107201
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:icmJZEvr8MkJ:ogc.osd.mil/defense_ethics/resource_library/deskbook/political_activities_ppt.pdf+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:icmJZEvr8MkJ:ogc.osd.mil/defense_ethics/resource_library/deskbook/political_activities_ppt.pdf+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us
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Neil Livingstone claims he "partied with pirates, been stalked by Nazis, and tried 
[unsuccessfully] to spring Moammar Qaddafi from Libya."   
 
"According to his official campaign bio, Montana Republican gubernatorial candidate Neil 
Livingstone has, at various points during his illustrious career as a Washington-based security 
consultant, 'dined at gangster clubs in Moscow and in the back rooms of Georgian and Uzbek 
restaurants with members of the Russian Mafia'; 'been stalked by terrorists and Nazis in 
Argentina'; 'been paid in stacks of $100 bills by clients'; and held 'a business meeting with a six-
and-half foot tall pink-eyed albino dressed in white from head-to-foot in a Miami-area motel 
with the peculiar distinction of having more 'floaters' in its pool than any other hospitality 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦϥϦ  [ƛǾƛƴƎǎǘƻƴŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀƛŘ ϦƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΧǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ 
to spy on a ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅϦ ǿƘŜƴ ϦƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ώŀϐ ȅŀŎƘǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀΧǇƛǊŀǘŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
guests included numerous hookers." [Tim Murphy, "The Most Interesting Gubernatorial 
Candidate in the World," Mother Jones, 03/27/12; Matt Gouras, "Neil Livingstone: The Most 
Interesting Man in the World," Associated Press, 03/16/12] 
 
In 2011, Ryan Zinke "said Livingstone is just the kind of leader" that Montana needed.  Zinke 
added, "'we need someone who understands global markets'" and "'we need someone who has 
been there in real business and not insurance business, but a real business that produces 
products.'" [Charles Johnson, "Gov candidate Livingstone taps Zinke as running mate," Helena 
Independent Record, 07/11/11] 
 
Military Career  
 
Ryan Zinke had "' transgressions'"  in the Navy that hurt his military career, including 
"inappropriately using Navy travel funds for personal travel" and lying about it, claiming he 
was attempting "to set up SEAL training in Montana." 
 
Ryan "Zinke left the SEALs under unclear circumstances." ώaƻƭƭȅ wŜŘŘŜƴΣ άGOP Congressional 
Candidate Using Campaign Money SŎƘŜƳŜ tƛƻƴŜŜǊŜŘ ōȅΧ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ /ƻƭōŜǊǘΣέ Mother Jones, 
11/01/13] 
 
In 2014 "retired Navy SEAL Capt. [ŀǊǊȅ ²Φ .ŀƛƭŜȅΧthe former commanding officer of the Naval 
Special Warfare Center, where Zinke rŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ {9![ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΧpublicly accused Zinke of 
inappropriately using Navy travel funds for personal travel, an allegation Zinke admitted but 
said was a mistake." [John Adams, "Former Navy Officer Stands by statements against Zinke," 
Great Falls Tribune, 10/22/14] 
 
"'There were ethics issues around his travel.  He was using government travel to visit his home 
in Montana,' a senior Defense Department official who had served as a Navy SEAL told 
BuzzFeed's Michael Hastings shortly after Zinke founded SOFA.  'He got caught.  That's why he 
left the SEALs.'  Zinke explained that the 'incident with the travel claims' was actually the result 
of Zinke's attempt to set up SEAL training in Montana.  'I was very aggressive wanting to open 
up opportunities in Montana,' he told Hastings.  'I'm sure I pissed people off along the way.'"  

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2012/03/neil-livingstone-montana-governor/2/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2012/03/neil-livingstone-montana-governor/2/
https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/politics/a13252/most-interesting-man-in-the-world/
https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/politics/a13252/most-interesting-man-in-the-world/
https://helenair.com/news/gov-candidate-livingstone-taps-zinke-as-running-mate/article_103d93cc-ab74-11e0-a8fd-001cc4c03286.html
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/11/ryan-zinke-stephen-colbert-super-pac-sofa/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/11/ryan-zinke-stephen-colbert-super-pac-sofa/
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/local/2014/10/22/former-navy-officer-stands-statements-zinke/17746899/
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[Molly Redden, "GOP Congressional Candidate Using Campaign Money Scheme Pioneered 
ōȅΧ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ /ƻƭōŜǊǘ," Mother Jones, 11/01/16] 
 
"Zinke later told The Associated Press the disputed travel claim was for a $211 plane ticket to 
Montana when he was a junior officer." [John Adams, "Former Navy Officer Stands by 
statements against Zinke," Great Falls Tribune, 10/22/14] 
 
The $211 was "for a one-way plane trip from Virginia to Montana in the mid-1990s.  Zinke said 
he was scouting out potential sites for SEAL training missions and charged the Navy, but the 
Navy disallowed the airfare.  He said he was not reprimanded, but ordered to pay back the 
money." [Charles Johnson, "Zinke touts leadership experience in U.S. House race," The 
Missoulian, 06/28/14] 
 
"He said he paid the money back and the issue was settled."  
 
"Bailey claimed he has knowledge of at least one blemish on Zinke's Navy record that Bailey 
said was severe enough Zinke narrowly avoided a court martial." 
 
"Bailey claimed Zinke's former commanding officer, who is now a three-star admiral, personally 
told Bailey that 'he intended that [Zinke] not get promoted.  He was eased out of SEAL Team 6 
because of transgressions.'" 
 
"'It wasn't a normal rotation,' Bailey said." He continued, "what they tried to do was let him 
stay 20 years in the Navy so he would get his retirement, so they weren't going to court martial 
him or get him in administrative punishment and require him to leave to service.'" 
 
"'His special operations officer said he wanted to rip his [Zinke's] trident off his uniform and 
throw him out of the Navy, he was so upset about what he had done,' Bailey said.  'His 
commanding officer was more amenable and took middle ground, not kick him out of Navy, but 
get him out of SEAL Team 6.  He said he wrote a fitness report that was designed to specifically 
prevent him from getting a promotion.'" [John Adams, "Former Navy Officer Stands by 
statements against Zinke," Great Falls Tribune, 10/22/14] 
 
When Ryan Zinke was in the Navy he had "nine years of travel claims formally reviewed and 
audited." 
 
"'Was I perfect?' Zinke asked. 'No. Was it embarrassing to me to have nine years of travel claims 
formally reviewed and audited?  Yes.  You know what, if I were to do it again, I would have 
done things differently. I learned a valuable lesson.  My lesson learned is you're accountable.'" 
[Charles Johnson, "Zinke touts leadership experience in U.S. House race," The Missoulian, 
06/28/14] 
 
Ryan Zinke told the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources that he has never 
"ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘΧōȅ ŀƴȅ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭΧƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ 

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/11/ryan-zinke-stephen-colbert-super-pac-sofa/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/11/ryan-zinke-stephen-colbert-super-pac-sofa/
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/local/2014/10/22/former-navy-officer-stands-statements-zinke/17746899/
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/local/2014/10/22/former-navy-officer-stands-statements-zinke/17746899/
https://missoulian.com/mobile/article_8c55ec5e-4688-11e4-9869-eb298481d1fa.html
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/local/2014/10/22/former-navy-officer-stands-statements-zinke/17746899/
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/local/2014/10/22/former-navy-officer-stands-statements-zinke/17746899/
https://missoulian.com/mobile/article_8c55ec5e-4688-11e4-9869-eb298481d1fa.html
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ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭΧƭŀǿΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜΣ" yet he was investigated while in the Navy for 
misusing government funds and ordered to pay the government back. 
 
The Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources asked Ryan Zinke in a nomination-
related questionnaire, "ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘΧōȅ ŀƴȅ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭΧƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
authority for ǘƘŜ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭΧƭŀǿΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜΚ"   
 
He said, "no." [Ryan Zinke Questionnaire, Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, 
01/09/17]  
 
However, Ryan Zinke had "nine years of [Navy] travel claims formally reviewed and audited."  
He admitted that he "inappropriately" used "Navy travel funds for personal travel."  Zinke "said 
he paid the money back and the issue was settled."  One Navy SEAL officer said, "Zinke 
narrowly avoided a court martial" over the matter. [John Adams, "Former Navy Officer Stands 
by statements against Zinke," Great Falls Tribune, 10/22/14; Charles Johnson, "Zinke touts 
leadership experience in U.S. House race," The Missoulian, 09/28/14] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, said a political opponent "plays guitar," but "I waterboard people."  
 
Ryan Zinke, at a debate against his Democratic opponent in his 2014 congressional race, said, 
"'John plays guitar,'" and "'I waterboard people.'"  In a later email Zinke said "the comment was 
simply a joke," although he "acknowledged that waterboarding was part of his training."  [Alan 
Zarembo, "Does being a veteran help candidates? A Montana politician hopes so," Los Angeles 
Times, 10/24/14] 
 
Former Businesses  
 
Ryan Zinke sat on the board and was a "State Government Liaison" for Save the World Air 
Inc., which had serious financial problems, including state and federal tax liens. Zinke sat on 
the company board from December 2012 to January 1, 2015. STWA Asia Pte. Limited appears 
in the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists' [ICIJ] offshore leaks database. 
According to the database, STWA Asia Pte. Limited has operated as an offshore entity since 
January 2006, and Save the World Air Inc. has been a shareholder since February 2006. The 
status of STWA Asia Pte. Limited is listed as "active" in the ICIJ database.  
  
Ryan Zinke served on the Board of Directors of Save the World Air, Inc. [STWA] from December 
2012 through January 1, 2015. The company developed and commercialized "pipeline flow 
assurance technologies that improve the economics, safety, and efficiencies of crude oil 
extraction and transportation systems." In other words, it is a "developer of applied solutions 
for oil and fuel delivery systems in the multi-billion dollar oil pipeline and diesel engine 
markets." [Save the World Air, Press Release, 12/14/12; Save the World Air Inc. Form 10-K, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, 2014; Save the World Air, Press Release, 11/25/13; Save 
the World Air, Press Release, 04/18/12] 
 

https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=E66F4BB1-D477-4C8D-81D4-8ABF10D4DB6B
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/local/2014/10/22/former-navy-officer-stands-statements-zinke/17746899/
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/local/2014/10/22/former-navy-officer-stands-statements-zinke/17746899/
http://missoulian.com/mobile/article_8c55ec5e-4688-11e4-9869-eb298481d1fa.html
http://missoulian.com/mobile/article_8c55ec5e-4688-11e4-9869-eb298481d1fa.html
https://www.latimes.com/nation/politics/politicsnow/la-pn-montana-congress-veterans-20141023-story.html
http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/montana-state-senator-ryan-zinke-joins-stwas-board-of-directors-otcbb-zero-1737667.htm
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1103795/000101968715000976/stwa_10k-123114.htm
http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/greggory-m-bigger-named-stwa-chief-executive-officer-chairman-board-interim-otcqb-zero-1855959.htm
http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/stwa-builds-industry-interest-for-its-breakthrough-pipeline-efficiency-technology-otcbb-zero-1645369.htm
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By the time Zinke joined the STWA board he had been travelling for a "few months" with STWA 
President and CFO Gregg Bigger, "introducing various members of the North American energy 
industry to AOT," which is STWA's "oil pipeline efficiency technology."  Bigger said, "'Senator 
Zinke'ǎ ǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΧŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ {¢²! ǘƻ 
accelerate its sales and commercial development process throughout North America.'" [Save 
the World Air, Press Release, 12/14/12] 
 
Ryan Zinke, as CEO of Continental Divide, LLC, became an independent contractor for STWA in 
2013. In this capacity he served as a "State Government Liaison."  According to his agreement 
as a contractor with STWA, Zinke was to be paid $60,000 for one year. [Independent Contractor 
Agreement, Securities and Exchange Commission, 2013] 
 
STWA paid Zinke $85,000 for a "director's fee" in 2013. [Ryan Zinke, Personal Financial 
Disclosure, 2014] 
 
In 2014, Zinke was granted $46,547 in stock options as a director at STWA. [Save the World Air 
Inc. Schedule 14A, Securities and Exchange Commission, 2015] 
 
In 2013 STWA entered "an equipment lease/option to purchase deal with TransCanada 
Keystone Pipeline, L.P. by its agent TC Oil Pipeline Operations, Inc."  Under the agreement 
TransCanada agreed to "lease, install, maintain, operate and test the efficiency of STWA's 
Applied Oil Technology [AOT] and equipment on one of TransCanada's active pipelines."  
["Canada : STWA Inks Inked Equipment Lease/option to Purchase Deal with TransCanada 
Keystone Pipeline, L.P," Mena Report, 08/06/13] 
 
The lease "was terminated by TransCanada, effective October 15, 2014." [SAVE THE WORLD AIR 
INC, Securities and Commission Form 10-Q, 2014] 
 
Weinberg & Company, PA, conducted an audit of STWA in 2014 that raised "substantial doubt 
about the Company's ability to continue as a going concern."  It noted that STWA was "in the 
development stage, has not generated any revenues from operations to date, has experienced 
recurring operating losses and negative operating cash flows since inception, and has financed 
its working capital requirements through the recurring sale of its debt and equity securities."   
[Save the World Air Inc. Schedule 14A, Securities and Exchange Commission, 2013] 
 
In 2014, the Employment Development Department of California filed a state tax lien against 
STWA, and the IRS filed a lien against the company in 2013.  [Based on Data from LexisNexis] 
 
Save the World Air had a wholly-owned Singaporean subsidiary called STWA Asia Pte. Limited.  
[Save the World Air Inc., Press Release, 11/01/06; Letter from STWA to shareholders, QS 
Energy, 12/10/14] 
 
STWA Asia Pte. Limited produced "emissions-reduction devices" that aimed to "'reduc[e] 
harmful emissions'" and "'improv[e] fuel economy and performance" of motorcycles. STWA 

http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/montana-state-senator-ryan-zinke-joins-stwas-board-of-directors-otcbb-zero-1737667.htm
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1103795/000101968713000952/stwa_10k-ex10105.htm
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1103795/000101968713000952/stwa_10k-ex10105.htm
http://clerk.house.gov/public_disc/financial-pdfs/2014/8214247.pdf
http://clerk.house.gov/public_disc/financial-pdfs/2014/8214247.pdf
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1103795/000101968715001810/stwa_def14a-061915.htm
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1103795/000101968715001810/stwa_def14a-061915.htm
https://www.highbeam.com/doc/1G1-338906644.html
https://www.highbeam.com/doc/1G1-338906644.html
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1103795/000101968714004126/stwa_10q-093014.htm
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1103795/000101968714004126/stwa_10q-093014.htm
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1103795/000101968714000875/zero_10k-123113.htm
http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/Save-the-World-Air-Appoints-Exclusive-Distributor-for-Indonesia-704010.htm
https://www.qsenergy.com/news/detail/1944/stwa-issues-letter-to-shareholders
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Asia Pte. Limited products were sold in China, Vietnam, Indonesia, and the United States. ["Save 
the World Air Appoints Exclusive Chinese Distributor," Mobile Emissions Today, 01/26/06; Save 
the World Air, Press Release, 04/25/07] 
 
According to a December 2014 letter Save the World Air Inc. sent their shareholders, they 
dissolved STWA Asia Pte. Limited because it was "unnecessary." In the same letter, Save the 
World Air Inc. announced that Ryan Zinke was resigning as a STWA board member. [Letter from 
STWA to Shareholders, Save the World Air, 12/10/14] 
 
STWA Asia Pte. Limited appears in the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists' 
offshore leaks database. STWA Asia Pte. Limited incorporated on January 17, 2006 and Save the 
World Air Inc. became a shareholder of STWA Asia Pte. Limited on February 14, 2016. The 
status of STWA Asia Pte. Limited is listed as "active" in the database and STWA Asia Pte. 
Limited's jurisdiction is listed as Singapore. ["Save the World Air Inc.," ICIJ Offshore Leaks 
Database, accessed 12/14/17] 
 
Save the World Air Inc. and Hock Swee Goh are the only two shareholders of STWA Asia Pte. 
Limited listed in the offshore leaks database. ["STWA Asia Pte. Limited," ICIJ Offshore Leaks 
Database, accessed 12/14/17] 
 
Save the World Air Inc. changed its name to QS Energy in August 2015. [QS Energy, Press 
Release, 08/11/15]  
 
According to a document that QS Energy filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission, as 
of September 30, 2017, STWA Asia Pte. Limited is still one of its wholly owned subsidiaries. [QS 
Energy Form 10-Q, Securities and Exchange Commission, 09/30/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke and his businesses have been delinquent on their taxes eight times in Flathead 
County, MT, since 2007.  Zinke has also transferred properties back and forth between 
himself and his various businesses multiple times.  
 
Ryan Zinke created Continental Divide Inns, LLC in 2005, and changed the name of this business 
to Continental Divide International, LLC in 2009.  Since the name change Ryan Zinke has been 
the CEO of this business. [Articles of Organization for Continental Divide Inns, LLC, 03/22/05; 
Articles of Amendment for Continental Divide International, LLC, 03/13/09; Public Financial 
Disclosure Report (OGE Form 278e), Ryan Zinke, Office of Government Ethics, 01/10/17] 
 
The Zinkes, in 1998, acquired property in Whitefish, Montana. In 2005 they transferred it to 
Continental Divide Inns, LLC, and in 2010 Continental Divide Inns, LLC transferred the property 
back to the Zinkes.  In 2011 the Zinkes transferred the property back to Continental Divide Inns, 
LLC, and in 2013 Continental Divide Inns, LLC transferred the property to Continental Divide 
International, LLC.  [Flathead County Property Records] 
 

http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/save-the-world-air-inc-expands-business-in-vietnam-indonesia-and-the-us-733773.htm
https://content.equisolve.net/qsenergy/news/2014-12-10_STWA_Issues_Letter_to_1944.pdf
https://content.equisolve.net/qsenergy/news/2014-12-10_STWA_Issues_Letter_to_1944.pdf
https://offshoreleaks.icij.org/nodes/75335
https://offshoreleaks.icij.org/nodes/162056
https://ir.qsenergy.com/press-releases/detail/2005/save-the-world-air-inc-dba-stwa-announces-corporate
https://ir.qsenergy.com/press-releases/detail/2005/save-the-world-air-inc-dba-stwa-announces-corporate
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1103795/000168316817002957/qsenergy_10q-093017.htm
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1103795/000168316817002957/qsenergy_10q-093017.htm
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/5194DB7CA9C5FAF0852580A5004D54B3/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20%20final278.pdf
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/5194DB7CA9C5FAF0852580A5004D54B3/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20%20final278.pdf
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The property taxes on one Whitefish property that were due on May 31, 2007, were not paid 
until July 6, 2007, so Continental Divide Inns, LLC was charged $69.99 in interest and penalties 
in addition to the property taxes.  The property taxes that were due on May 31, 2008, were not 
paid until June 20, 2008, so Continental Divide Inns, LLC was charged $53.86 in interest and 
penalties in addition to the property taxes.  The property taxes for the first half of 2016, which 
were due on November 30, 2016, were unpaid and delinquent as of January 10, 2017.  
[Flathead County Property Tax Records; Flathead County Delinquent Tax List] 
 
The Zinkes, in 1998, acquired another property in Whitefish. In 2009 they transferred it to 
Continental Divide Inns, LLC, and in 2010 Continental Divide Inns, LLC transferred the property 
back to the Zinkes.  In 2011 the Zinkes transferred the property back to Continental Divide Inns, 
LLC, and in 2013 Continental Divide Inns, LLC transferred the property to the Zinkes.  Later in 
2013 the Zinkes transferred this property to Continental Divide International, LLC.  [Flathead 
County Property Records] 
 
Ryan Zinke, on January 1, 2007, acquired a third property in Whitefish. The property taxes that 
were due on May 31, 2008, were not paid until June 30, 2008, so he and his wife were charged 
$1.92 in interest and penalties in addition to the property taxes.  [Flathead County Property 
Records; Property Tax Records] 
 
The Zinkes, in 2009, acquired property at 410 West 3rd Street, in Whitefish.  Later in 2009 they 
transferred this property to Continental Divide International, LLC.  In 2013 Continental Divide 
International, LLC transferred this property to the Zinkes, and later in 2013 Continental Divide 
International, LLC transferred it back to the Zinkes.  [Flathead County Property Records] 
 
The Zinkes, in 2007, acquired property in Kalispell, Montana.  In 2009 they transferred this 
property to Continental Divide International, LLC.  Continental Divide International, LLC sold this 
property in 2013.  The property taxes that were due on November 30, 2007, were not paid until 
June 30, 2008, so the Zinkes were charged $73.57 in interest and penalties in addition to the 
property taxes.  The property taxes that were due on May 31, 2008, were not paid until June 
30, 2008, so the Zinkes were charged $26.48 in interest and penalties in addition to the 
property taxes.  [Flathead County Property Records; Property Tax Records] 
 
Ryan Zinke in 2007, acquired property in Marion, Montana.  The property taxes that were due 
on November 30, 2015, were not paid until December 1, 2015, so they were charged $29.89 in 
interest and penalties in addition to the property taxes. [Flathead County Property Records; 
Property Tax Records] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2011, created Double Tap LLC.  Days later Double Tap LLC purchased property in 
Whitefish.  Zinke planned to build a "microbrewery and bed and breakfast on West Second 
Street," but it never happened, yet Double Tap LLC remains to this day the owner of the same 
property in Whitefish.  In 2013, after the decision not to move forward with the project was 
made, Double Tap LLC was involuntarily dissolved by the State of Montana due to failure to file 
"legally required Annual Reports and fees."  The property taxes for the first half of 2016, which 
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were due on November 30, 2016, were unpaid and delinquent as of January 10, 2017. [Matt 
Baldwin, "High school bond top story of 2012," The Whitefish Pilot, 01/02/13; Articles of 
Organization for Double Tap LLC, 06/06/11; Involuntary Dissolution Notice for Double Tap LLC, 
2013; Flathead County Property Records; Property Tax Records; Flathead County Delinquent 
Tax List] 
 
Ryan Zinke told the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources that he and his wife 
have never paid "any tax penalties or been subject to other tax collection" procedures, yet 
Ryan Zinke, his wife, and their businesses have been delinquent on their taxes eight times in 
Flathead County since 2007.  At the time he said that, two of their businesses were on the 
Flathead County Delinquent Tax List over more than $3,000 in unpaid taxes, penalties, and 
interest.   
 
The Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources asked Ryan Zinke in a nomination-
related questionnaire, "have you or your spouse ever paid any tax penalties or been subject to 
other tax collection" procedures?  He said, "no." [Ryan Zinke Questionnaire, Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee, 01/09/17] 
 
The property taxes on one Whitefish property, that were due on May 31, 2007, were not paid 
until July 6, 2007, so Continental Divide Inns, LLC was charged $69.99 in interest and penalties 
in addition to the property taxes.  The property taxes that were due on May 31, 2008, were not 
paid until June 20, 2008, so Continental Divide Inns, LLC was charged $53.86 in interest and 
penalties in addition to the property taxes. The property taxes for the first half of 2016, which 
were due on November 30, 2016, were unpaid and delinquent as of January 10, 2017.  If these 
taxes are paid by January 31, 2017, Continental Divide International, LLC will only owe 
$1,990.15 in taxes, $39.80 in penalties, and $33.80 in interest on this property, which is 
currently on the Flathead County Delinquent Tax List. [Flathead County Property Tax Records; 
Flathead County Delinquent Tax List] 
 
Ryan Zinke, on January 1, 2007, acquired another property in Whitefish. The property taxes that 
were due on May 31, 2008, were not paid until June 30, 2008, so he and his wife were charged 
$1.92 in interest and penalties in addition to the property taxes.  [Flathead County Property 
Records; Property Tax Records] 
 
The Zinkes, in 2007, acquired property in Kalispell, Montana.  In 2009 they transferred this 
property to Continental Divide International, LLC.  Continental Divide International, LLC sold this 
property in 2013.  The property taxes that were due on November 30, 2007, were not paid until 
June 30, 2008, so the Zinkes were charged $73.57 in interest and penalties in addition to the 
property taxes.  The property taxes that were due on May 31, 2008, were not paid until June 
30, 2008, so the Zinkes were charged $26.48 in interest and penalties in addition to the 
property taxes. [Flathead County Property Records Property Tax Records] 
 
Jamie Zinke, Ryan Zinke, and Randy Zinke, in 2007, acquired property in Marion, Montana.  The 
property taxes that were due on November 30, 2015, were not paid until December 1, 2015, so 

https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=E66F4BB1-D477-4C8D-81D4-8ABF10D4DB6B
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they were charged $29.89 in interest and penalties in addition to the property taxes. [Flathead 
County Property Records; Property Tax Records] 
 
Jamie and Ryan Zinke, in 2011, created Double Tap LLC.  Days later Double Tap LLC purchased a 
property in Whitefish.  They planned to build a "microbrewery and bed and breakfast on West 
Second Street," but it never happened, yet Double Tap LLC remains to this day the owner of the 
property. The property taxes for the first half of 2016, which were due on November 30, 2016, 
were unpaid and delinquent as of January 10, 2017.  If these taxes are paid by January 31, 2017, 
Double Tap LLC will only owe $1,031.91 in taxes, $20.63 in penalties, and $17.52 in interest on 
this property, which is currently on the Flathead County Delinquent Tax List.  [Matt Baldwin, 
"High school bond top story of 2012," The Whitefish Pilot, 01/02/13; Articles of Organization for 
Double Tap LLC, 06/06/11; Involuntary Dissolution Notice for Double Tap LLC, 2013, Flathead 
County Property Records; Property Tax Records; Flathead County Delinquent Tax List] 
 
Three of Ryan Zinke's businesses were dissolved by the State of Montana for not filing reports 
and paying fees. Currently, two of these three businesses are illegally doing business in the 
state by going years without filing required reports and paying required fees to the state.  
One of these businesses also operated without a business license for years.  
 
Montana corporations and LLC's are required to file annual reports with the secretary of state 
by April 15, and submit a $20.00 filing fee by that date. [Instructions: Business Entity Annual 
Report, Montana Secretary of State, accessed 12/03/18] 
 
Ryan Zinke created Continental Divide Inns, LLC in 2005, and changed the name of this business 
to Continental Divide International, LLC in 2009. [Articles of Organization for Continental Divide 
Inns, LLC, 03/22/05; Articles of Amendment for Continental Divide International, LLC, 03/13/09; 
Public Financial Disclosure Report (OGE Form 278e), Ryan Zinke, Office of Government Ethics, 
01/10/17] 
 
On December 4, 2006, Continental Divide Inns, LLC was involuntarily dissolved by the State of 
Montana for failure to file "legally required annual reports and fees."  [Involuntary Dissolution 
Notice for Continental Divide Inns, LLC, 12/04/06] 
 
At the time of the involuntarily dissolution Continental Divide Inns, LLC was doing business.  It 
owned a property in Whitefish. [Flathead County Property Records] 
 
On January 17, 2007, Continental Divide Inns, LLC filed late its 2006 annual report, which was 
due on April 15, 2006, and on May 4, 2009, Continental Divide International, LLC filed late its 
2009 annual report, which was due on April 15, 2009. [Annual Report for Continental Divide 
Inns, LLC 2006, and Annual Report for Continental Divide International, LLC 2009] 
 
In accordance with an ordinance passed in 2010, Continental Divide International, LLC, as a 
home-based business, is required to have a Home Occupation Business License.  The ordinance 
says, "no person, partnership, company, corporation, or any other entity shall conduct, operate, 

https://app.mt.gov/bear/instruct.html
https://app.mt.gov/bear/instruct.html
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/5194DB7CA9C5FAF0852580A5004D54B3/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20%20final278.pdf
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transact, or engage in business of any kind within the city [of Whitefish] before first submitting 
an application and obtaining approval for a business license from the city.  However, 
Continental Divide International, LLC did not apply with the City of Whitefish for a Home 
Occupation Business License until December 17, 2013.  As such, it was operating for years 
without a license from the city.  ["Business Licensing Provisions," City of Whitefish, accessed 
12/03/18; Home Occupation Business License Application for Continental Divide International, 
LLC, 12/17/13] 
 
In 2018, Ryan Zinke and his wife made $15,001-$50,000 on "rent or royalties" from property 
owned by Continental Divide International, which had involuntarily forfeited "its right to 
carry on business within" Montana in December 2017, when the GOP Secretary of State 
involuntarily dissolved the Zinkes LLC. Yet the Zinkes still "control" this LLC. 
 
Ryan Zinke created Continental Divide Inns, LLC in 2005, and changed the name of this business 
to Continental Divide International, LLC in 2009.  Since the name change Ryan Zinke has been 
the CEO of this business. Continental Divide International was a property management firm. 
Zinke and/or this business own numerous rental properties in Whitefish and Kalispell, which are 
both in Flathead County, [Articles of Organization for Continental Divide Inns, LLC, 03/22/05; 
Articles of Amendment for Continental Divide International, LLC, 03/13/09; Public Financial 
Disclosure Report (OGE Form 278e), Ryan Zinke, Office of Government Ethics, 01/10/17] 
 
On May 13, 2018, Ryan Zinke signed his personal financial disclosure report, where he disclosed 
that in the preceding year, he and his wife made $15,001-$50,000 on "rent or royalties" from 
property owned by Continental Divide International. [Public Financial Disclosure Report (OGE 
Form 278e), Ryan Zinke, Office of Government Ethics, 08/21/18] 
 
On December 18, 2016, Ryan Zinke signed his personal financial disclosure report, where he 
disclosed that in the preceding year, he and his wife made $15,001-$50,000 on "rent or 
royalties" from property owned by Continental Divide International. [Public Financial Disclosure 
Report (OGE Form 278e), Ryan Zinke, Office of Government Ethics, 01/10/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke claims to have resigned his management of Continental Divide, LLC in March 2017, 
yet, the Zinkes still "control" a number of properties "through the Continental Divide and 
Double Tap LLCs," as Ryan Zinke's wife Lola has stayed on as "managing member" of 
Continental Divide. [Ben Lefebvre, "LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ LD ǘƻ ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴƛȊŜ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ōŜŜǊ-making plans," Politico, 
08/02/18; Corbin Hiar, "Records, watchdogs raise questions on Zinke's ethics deal," E&E News, 
05/25/17] 
 
On September 1, 2017, the Montana Secretary of State's office sent Continental Divide 
International, LLC an Involuntary Dissolution Intent Notice, citing Continental Divide's 
neglecting to send in their 2017 Annual Report. On December 1, 2017, the Montana Secretary 
of State's office dissolved Continental Divide International, LLC" which resulted in the LLC 
"forfeiting its right to carry on business within the state in accordance with Mont. Code Ann. §§ 
35-6-104 and 35-8-209." [Involuntary Intent Notice, Continental Divide International, LLC, 

http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/cms-assets/documents/125768-887927.business-license-section-3-1-3.pdf
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/5194DB7CA9C5FAF0852580A5004D54B3/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20%20final278.pdf
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/5194DB7CA9C5FAF0852580A5004D54B3/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20%20final278.pdf
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/4C821E2D25E73DEF852582F000568CFF/$FILE/Ryan-Zinke-2018-278.pdf
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/4C821E2D25E73DEF852582F000568CFF/$FILE/Ryan-Zinke-2018-278.pdf
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/5194DB7CA9C5FAF0852580A5004D54B3/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20%20final278.pdf
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/5194DB7CA9C5FAF0852580A5004D54B3/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20%20final278.pdf
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/08/02/zinke-interior-making-beer-montana-719358
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060055160
https://www.mtsosfilings.gov/mtsos-corporations/viewInstance/view.html?id=8383adccf3cbf69372998a953a344618192562abfe92e706f772110eb852e452&_timestamp=570590675143419
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Montana Secretary of State, 09/01/17; Notice of Involuntary Dissolution, Continental Divide 
International, LLC, Montana Secretary of State, 12/01/17] 
 
Jamie and Ryan Zinke, in 2011, created Double Tap LLC.  Ryan Zinke has been the managing 
member of Double Tap LLC since 2011.  Double Tap LLC purchased a property in Whitefish, in 
2011.  Double Tap LLC remains to this day the owner of this property. [Flathead County 
Property Records; Articles of Organization for Double Tap, LLC, 06/01/11, Double Tap, LLC 
Annual Reports; Public Financial Disclosure Report (OGE Form 278e), Ryan Zinke, Office of 
Government Ethics, 01/10/17] 
 
Double Tap LLC, in 2013, was involuntarily dissolved by the State of Montana due to failure to 
file "legally required Annual Reports and fees."  Double Tap LLC last filed an annual report in 
2012.  [Articles of Organization for Double Tap LLC, 06/06/11; Involuntary Dissolution Notice for 
Double Tap LLC, 2013; Double Tap, LLC Annual Reports] 
 
Since 2015, Ryan Zinke has made at least $10,002-$30,000 in "rent or royalties" from 
property owned by Double Tap LLC, which has been officially "shut down by Montana's 
secretary of state" since 2013 for failing to submit the necessary annual report and fees. 
Zinke's wife appears to still be a controlling member of the LLC. 
 
On May 13, 2018, Ryan Zinke signed his personal financial disclosure report, where he disclosed 
that in the preceding year, he and his wife made $5,001-$15,000 on "rent or royalties" from 
property owned by Double Tap LLC. [Public Financial Disclosure Report (OGE Form 278e), Ryan 
Zinke, Office of Government Ethics, 08/21/18] 
 
On December 18, 2016, Ryan Zinke signed his personal financial disclosure report, where he 
disclosed that in the preceding year, he and his wife made $5,001-$15,000 on "rent or 
royalties" from property owned by Double Tap LLC. [Public Financial Disclosure Report (OGE 
Form 278e), Ryan Zinke, Office of Government Ethics, 01/10/17] 
 
"Zinke told the ethics office in a financial disclosure report that Double Tap, established in June 
2011, was worth more than $100,000 and provided him with an income of between $5,000 and 
$15,000 last year. But in 2013, it had been shut down by Montana's secretary of state after 
failing to submit the necessary annual report and fees. 'Since the Annual Report was not 
successfully filed, Montana law requires the Secretary of State to dissolve your business,' the 
notice said. 'Dissolution proceedings against the Corporation or Limited Liability Company have 
been completed. The Corporation or Limited Liability Company has involuntarily given up its 
right to transact business in the State of Montana.'" [Corbin Hiar, "Records, watchdogs raise 
questions on Zinke's ethics deal," E&E News, 05/25/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke claims to have resigned his management of Double Tap LLC in March 2017, yet, the 
½ƛƴƪŜǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ϦŎƻƴǘǊƻƭϦ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ϦǘƘǊƻǳƎƘώΧϐ 5ƻǳōƭŜ ¢ŀǇ ώ[[/ϐΣϦ ŀǎ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜϥǎ 
wife Lola appears to have stayed on as a "managing member." [Ben Lefebvre, "Interior IG to 

https://www.mtsosfilings.gov/mtsos-corporations/viewInstance/view.html?id=8383adccf3cbf69372998a953a344618192562abfe92e706f772110eb852e452&_timestamp=570590675143419
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/5194DB7CA9C5FAF0852580A5004D54B3/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20%20final278.pdf
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/4C821E2D25E73DEF852582F000568CFF/$FILE/Ryan-Zinke-2018-278.pdf
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/5194DB7CA9C5FAF0852580A5004D54B3/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20%20final278.pdf
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/5194DB7CA9C5FAF0852580A5004D54B3/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20%20final278.pdf
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060055160
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060055160
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/08/02/zinke-interior-making-beer-montana-719358
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ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴƛȊŜ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ōŜŜǊ-making plans," Politico, 08/02/18; Corbin Hiar, "Records, watchdogs 
raise questions on Zinke's ethics deal," E&E News, 05/25/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke was the president of On Point Montana, LLC from January 2012 to December 2014.  
[Public Financial Disclosure Report (OGE Form 278e), Ryan Zinke, Office of Government Ethics, 
01/10/17] 
 
In 2013, On Point Montana, LLC was involuntarily dissolved by the State of Montana for failure 
to file legally required annual reports and fees.  It last filed an annual report with the State of 
Montana in 2012.  [Involuntary Dissolution Notice for On Point Montana, LLC, 2013; On Point 
Montana, LLC Annual Reports] 
 
Ryan Zinke, his wife, and Dr. Joel Bernstein, an oncologist "for 30 years in La Jolla, California," 
formed a "business development company" in 2005. Ryan Zinke was the CEO of the company. 
From 2007 to 2011, Dr. Joel Bernstein and his medical practice ran "a scheme to import 
unapproved foreign cancer drugs at a deep discount, dispense them to unwitting patients, bill 
Medicare as if the drugs were legitimate, and pocket the profits." In 2013, four years after Dr. 
Bernstein was no longer in business with the Zinkes, Dr. Bernstein plead guilty to one 
misdemeanor charge, and his practice plead guilty to one case of health care fraud and 
settled a False Claims Act lawsuit. He was put on probation for a year, and his practice "paid a 
$500,000 fine," forfeited "$1.2 million and made restitution to Medicare for $1.7 million." 
The practice also "paid $2.2 million to settle [the] civil False Claims Act lawsuit," which was 
"applied to criminal restitution owed to Medicare." Harry Sevel, the son of one of Dr. 
Bernstein's former patients, alleged that Bernstein's legal case had made Bernstein "so 
preoccupied" that he "' forgot his patients'"  and as a result neglected to care for Sevel's 
father, who later died.  
 
Ryan Zinke created Continental Divide Inns, LLC in 2005. The initial members of Continental 
Divide Inns were the Zinkes and Dr. Joel Bernstein. [Articles of Organization for Continental 
Divide Inns, LLC, Montana Secretary of State, 03/22/05] 
 
Continental Divide Inns, LLC changed its name to Continental Divide International, LLC in 2009. 
Since the name change Ryan Zinke has been the CEO of this business, which is a "business 
development company." [Articles of Amendment for Continental Divide International, LLC, 
Montana Secretary of State, 03/13/09; Public Financial Disclosure Report (OGE Form 278e), 
Ryan Zinke, Office of Government Ethics, 01/10/17; Charles S. Johnson, "U.S. House candidate 
Zinke amasses more wealth than Lewis," Missoulian, 07/16/14] 
 
Joel Bernstein MD disassociated himself from Continental Divide International LLC on 
December 29, 2009. [Statement of Dissolution for Joel Bernstein, Montana Secretary of State, 
12/29/09] 
 

https://www.politico.com/story/2018/08/02/zinke-interior-making-beer-montana-719358
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060055160
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060055160
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/5194DB7CA9C5FAF0852580A5004D54B3/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20%20final278.pdf
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/5194DB7CA9C5FAF0852580A5004D54B3/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20%20final278.pdf
http://missoulian.com/news/local/u-s-house-candidate-zinke-amasses-more-wealth-than-lewis/article_be9ceeda-0d4c-11e4-9938-0019bb2963f4.html
http://missoulian.com/news/local/u-s-house-candidate-zinke-amasses-more-wealth-than-lewis/article_be9ceeda-0d4c-11e4-9938-0019bb2963f4.html
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Joel Ian Bernstein was born in Chicago, Illinois on May 2, 1953. He attended Brandeis University 
for his undergraduate degree, graduating in 1975 and Stanford for his medical degree, 
graduating in 1979.  
 
According to the California Medical Board, Dr. Joel I Bernstein became a licensed physician in 
1980. He practiced oncology "for 30 years in La Jolla, California." According to his LinkedIn, he 
served "as an associate clinical professor of medicine at the University of California, San Diego, 
and [held] the position of medical director of the oncology research program at Scripps 
Memorial Hospital in La Jolla, California. He also served as Chair of the Human Subjects 
Committee and was a principal investigator in more than seventy clinical trials." Most recently 
Bernstein was "a staff member at Scripps Memorial Hospital."  
 
He died on December 25, 2014. The cause of his death was not reported. According to his 
obituary, he is survived by a brother, sister, niece and nephew. [Joel Ian Bernstein Obituary, Los 
Angeles Times, accessed via Legacy.com, 12/27/14; LinkedIn Profile for Joel Bernstein MD, 
LinkedIn, accessed 02/21/18; Greg Moran, "La Jolla cancer doc defrauded Medicare," San Diego 
Union-Tribune, 01/23/13] 
 
In January 2013, "prominent" "La Jolla cancer doctor" "Dr. Joel I Bernstein" and his corporate 
medical practice plead guilty in federal court "in connection with a scheme to import 
unapproved foreign cancer drugs at a deep discount, dispense them to unwitting patients, bill 
Medicare as if the drugs were legitimate, and pocket the profits." [Press Release, Department 
of Justice, 01/23/13] 
 
In January 2013, Dr. Joel I Bernstein MD. Inc., Dr. Bernstein's medical practice, plead guilty "to 
one count of health care fraud." Employees of Dr. Joel I. Bernstein MD plead guilty to "buying 
$3.4 million of foreign cancer drugs from 2007 to 2011" "knowing they had not been approved 
by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for use in the United States." His medical practice 
purchased the foreign drugs "at significant discounts when compared to similar medicine 
approved by the FDA." His office "then submitted claims to Medicare for the drugs, using codes 
for similar approved cancer drugs. The insurance program for seniors and the disabled does not 
pay for non-FDA approved medicines." Bernstein's "practice received $1.7 million from 
Medicare, and earned another $1.2 million in gross proceeds related to the drugs." [Press 
Release, Department of Justice, 01/23/13; Kristina Davis, "No jail for cancer doc in drug fraud," 
San Diego Union-Tribune, 07/02/13] 
 
Bernstein also "plea[d] guilty to a misdemeanor charge of introducing an unapproved drug into 
interstate commerce." He plead guilty to administering "a cancer drug called 'Mabthera' 
intended for market in Turkey" to his patients. [Greg Moran, "La Jolla cancer doc defrauded 
Medicare," San Diego Union-Tribune, 01/23/13; Press Release, Department of Justice, 
01/23/13] 
 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/latimes/obituary.aspx?pid=173631045
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joel-bernstein-md-a9513510/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-doctor-cancer-drugs-medicare-2013jan23-story.html
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/usao-sdca/legacy/2015/04/30/cas13-0123-BERNSTEIN_FINAL.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/usao-sdca/legacy/2015/04/30/cas13-0123-BERNSTEIN_FINAL.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/usao-sdca/legacy/2015/04/30/cas13-0123-BERNSTEIN_FINAL.pdf
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-cancer-drug-FDA-bernstein-doctor-la-jolla-2013jul02-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-doctor-cancer-drugs-medicare-2013jan23-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-doctor-cancer-drugs-medicare-2013jan23-story.html
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/usao-sdca/legacy/2015/04/30/cas13-0123-BERNSTEIN_FINAL.pdf
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In a third case, "ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΧ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƛƭŜŘ ŀ CŀƭǎŜ /ƭŀƛƳǎ !Ŏǘ ƭŀǿǎǳƛǘ ƛƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳǊǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
Dr. Bernstein and his medical corporation for submitting false claims to the Medicare Program 
for these unapproved drugs." 
 
In summer 2013, "La Jolla oncologist" "Dr. Joel I. Bernstein" was "sentenced in San Diego 
ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǘΧ ǘƻ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴΣ" and Dr. Bernstein's "practice was ordered to pay a 
$500,000 fine, forfeit $1.2 million and make restitution to Medicare for $1.7 million." According 
to Bernstein's attorney, the payments were made. [Kristina Davis, "No jail for cancer doc in drug 
fraud," San Diego Union-Tribune, 07/02/13] 
 
Dr. Bernstein and his practice "paid $2.2 million to settle [the] civil False Claims Act lawsuit." 
That amount was "applied to criminal restitution owed to Medicare." [Kristina Davis, "No jail for 
cancer doc in drug fraud," San Diego Union-Tribune, 07/02/13] 
 
Before the three 2013 lawsuits, according to the California Medical Board, Bernstein had "no 
record of previous discipline." [Greg Moran, "La Jolla cancer doc defrauded Medicare," San 
Diego Union-Tribune, 01/23/13] 
 
At the time of Bernstein's sentencing, one of the sons of Bernstein's former patients "accused 
.ŜǊƴǎǘŜƛƴ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǇǊŜƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎŀǎŜΧ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘ" his father's cirrhosis of 
the liver. "Harry Sevel said his 77-year-old father wasn't given the foreign cancer drugs, but he 
did die after his liver disease progressed. 'He was greedy, he got caught and was panicked,' 
Sevel said of Bernstein. 'He forgot his patients.'"  
 
At the time, the Sevel family said they were "considering filing a complaint with the medical 
board" against Bernstein. However, it appears that no complaint was filed. [Kristina Davis, "No 
jail for cancer doc in drug fraud," San Diego Union-Tribune, 07/02/13; Search for Joel Bernstein, 
Medical Board of California Public Document Lookup Search, accessed 02/22/18] 
 
In 2013, Joel Bernstein donated $5,200 to Ryan Zinke's congressional committee and $500 to 
the Special Operations for America [SOFA] PAC, a PAC that Zinke created in 2012 and that 
began supporting Zinke's bid for Congress in 2013. SOFA PAC also paid Continental Divide 
International, Zinke's company that Bernstein had formerly been associated with, $26,317.11 
for "' fundraising consulting' and 'strategy consulting.'"  
 
Joel I. Bernstein, on November 1, 2013, donated $2,600 to Ryan Zinke's congressional 
campaign. [Zinke for Congress Itemized Receipts, Federal Election Commission, 11/01/13] 
 
Joel I. Bernstein, on December 9, 2013, donated $2,600 to Ryan Zinke's congressional 
campaign. He described himself as a self-employed physician. [Zinke for Congress Itemized 
Receipts, Federal Election Commission, 12/09/13] 
 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-cancer-drug-FDA-bernstein-doctor-la-jolla-2013jul02-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-cancer-drug-FDA-bernstein-doctor-la-jolla-2013jul02-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-cancer-drug-FDA-bernstein-doctor-la-jolla-2013jul02-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-cancer-drug-FDA-bernstein-doctor-la-jolla-2013jul02-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-doctor-cancer-drugs-medicare-2013jan23-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-cancer-drug-FDA-bernstein-doctor-la-jolla-2013jul02-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-cancer-drug-FDA-bernstein-doctor-la-jolla-2013jul02-story.html
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?15970293300
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?15970293349
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?15970293349
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Joel Bernstein donated $500 to the Special Operations for America [SOFA] PAC, a PAC with ties 
to Ryan Zinke, on October 2, 2013. He described himself as a self-employed physician. [Special 
Operations for America Itemized Receipts, Federal Election Commission, 10/02/13] 
 
Ryan Zinke "created the Special Operations for America [SOFA] super PAC to back Mitt 
Romney's 2012 presidential campaign," and in 2013, SOFA PAC transitioned to supporting 
congressional campaigns. Zinke resigned from the super PAC on September 30, 2013, and in 
October 2013 the super PAC made Zinke their "first candidate." SOFA PAC "spent $250,000 in 
independent expenditures in support of Zinke's candidacy and against one of his opponents." 
From July 2012 to March 2013, the super-PAC paid Zinke's company, Continental Divide 
International, $26,317.11 for "'fundraising consulting' and 'strategy consulting.'" Zinke received 
complaints "alleging illegal coordination" between his campaign and SOFA PAC. [Matt Volz, 
"GOP's Zinke reaps benefit of PAC he founded, but is it legal?," Associated Press, 02/16/14; 
Charles Johnson, "Democrats blast Zinke's pick of former super PAC treasurer as chief of staff," 
Billings Gazette, 01/07/15; Molly Redden, "GOP Congressional Candidate Using Campaign 
aƻƴŜȅ {ŎƘŜƳŜ tƛƻƴŜŜǊŜŘ ōȅΧ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ /ƻƭōŜǊǘ," Mother Jones, 11/01/13; Troy Carter, "Zinke 
denies super PAC coordination," Bozeman Daily Chronicle, 07/31/14] 
 
When Ryan Zinke was a nominee to be Secretary of the Interior he did not disclose all of his 
business interests, which may have violated financial disclosure law. 
 
"Secretary Ryan Zinke is a shareholder in" PROOF Research Inc., which "manufactures and sells 
firearms and advanced weapons materials," though he did not disclose this asset on the 
executive branch financial disclosure report he filed when he was a nominee in 2017. 
"Presidential nominees for Cabinet positions must disclose all assets worth $1,000 or more on 
their executive branch financial disclosure report." [Itai Vardi, "Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke 
Held Onto Undisclosed Shares In Gun Company," Huffington Post, 02/23/18] 
 
Santa Barbara  
 
Ryan Zinke "spends so much time in Santa Barbara" that has been described as "a peripatetic, 
pseudo-resident." When Ryan Zinke was involved in a lawsuit in Washington, DC, in 2016, he 
listed his address in Santa Barbara. Zinke initially got his "Santa Barbara credentials" from 
marrying the daughter of a prominent Santa Barbara businessman, and he now splits his 
"time between Washington, Whitefish and Santa Barbara." He has hosted fundraisers "at his 
Hope Ranch house," in Santa Barbara.  
 
Ryan Zinke has been described as "a peripatetic, pseudo-resident of Santa Barbara" and as 
someone who "spends so much time in Santa Barbara that he qualifies as a part-time 
resident." [Nick Welsh, "Trump, Zinke Seek to Foul Santa Barbara's Nest," Santa Barbara 
Independent, 02/15/18; Nick Welsh, "Nice Poodle Plays Dead," Santa Barbara Independent, 
01/04/18] 
 

http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?15951209119
http://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?15951209119
http://missoulian.com/news/local/gop-s-zinke-reaps-benefit-of-pac-he-founded-but/article_e9d02564-9749-11e3-97e2-001a4bcf887a.html
http://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/montana/democrats-blast-zinke-s-pick-of-former-super-pac-treasurer/article_b3a0479e-4a2a-5351-8a7e-a84e6c383a2f.htm
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/11/ryan-zinke-stephen-colbert-super-pac-sofa/
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/11/ryan-zinke-stephen-colbert-super-pac-sofa/
https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/politics/zinke-denies-super-pac-coordination/article_bb44c77e-18de-11e4-8e41-001a4bcf887a.html
https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/politics/zinke-denies-super-pac-coordination/article_bb44c77e-18de-11e4-8e41-001a4bcf887a.html
https://www.independent.com/news/2018/feb/15/trump-zinke-seek-foul-santa-barbaras-nest/
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Ryan Zinke splits "time between Washington, Whitefish and Santa Barbara, Calif., the 
hometown of his wife, Lola." [Julie Turkewitz, "He Will Soon Run a Fifth of the Nation. Meet 
Ryan Zinke.," New York Times, 03/01/17] 
 
The Zinkes listed their address in Santa Barbara, California in 2016, in the court case over a 
dispute with the Greek Orthodox Church over a home they rented in Washington, DC. [Case No. 
2016 CA 007772 B, Superior Court for the District of Columbia, October 20, 2016] 
 
He "gets his Santa Barbara credentials by being married to the daughter of Fred Hand, Lolita. 
Hand was a well-known Santa Barbara businessman in the '60s and has a street named after 
him." [Barney Brantingham, "Montanan Hunts S.B. $$$," Santa Barbara Independent, 05/08/14] 
 
"wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦǊƻƳΧ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ 
has held successful fundraisers near a home in Santa Barbara where his family lives." [Letter to 
the Editor, Freeman Robinson, "OPINION: A liberal in SEAL's clothing," Daily Inter Lake, 
05/24/14] 
 
In 2016, Ryan Zinke hosted a fundraiser for then-congressional candidate Justin Fareed "at his 
Hope Ranch house." [Kelsey Brugger, "Elephant Race," Santa Barbara Independent, 03/24/16; 
Michael Doyle, "Trump's Interior Department pick has some California family and fundraising 
roots," McClatchy, 12/15/16] 
 
The Zinkes have millions of dollars in property in Santa Barbara through a family trust. The 
property, which totals more than ten acres, includes a palatial house and an apartment 
building. The Zinkes also own a 36-foot Chinese-made yacht.  
 
Ryan Zinke's 2016 OGE 278e disclosure says the Zinkes own through a family trust "residential 
real estate" and undeveloped land in Santa Barbara. [Ryan Zinke, OGE 278e disclosure, 2016] 
 
The family trust appears to be the Consuelo G Hand Living Trust 9/13/91. [Document # 2017-
0005287, Santa Barbara County Clerk Recorder] 
 
Ryan Zinke's 2014 US House PFD indicates that his wife earned $24,000 from the Hand Trust, 
and his 2015 US House PFD indicates that she was paid $8,000 by the Hand Trust. [Rep. Ryan 
Zinke, US House PFDs, 2014 and 2015] 
 
Ryan Zinke's 2016 OGE 278e disclosure says his wife received income in the form of a property 
management fee from a family trust. This disclosure lists a family trust with a value of "over 
$1,000,000." The trust paid the Zinkes between $15,001 and $50,000 that year in "rent or 
royalties." [Ryan Zinke, OGE 278e disclosure, 2016] 
 
The Consuelo G Hand Living Trust 9/13/91 owns a property in Santa Barbara which includes a 
single-family residence on almost six acres. [Santa Barbara County Assessor's Office] 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/01/us/for-interior-montanan-with-deep-roots-and-inconsistent-record.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/01/us/for-interior-montanan-with-deep-roots-and-inconsistent-record.html
https://www.eenews.net/assets/2017/08/10/document_gw_10.pdf
https://www.eenews.net/assets/2017/08/10/document_gw_10.pdf
https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/article121059703.html
https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/article121059703.html
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The Consuelo G Hand Living Trust 9/13/91 owns a second property in Santa Barbara which 
includes an apartment building on almost five acres. This property was transferred from the 
Frederick Wilson Hand's Testamentary Trusts A&B to the Consuelo G. Hand Living Trust u/a 
September 13, 1991. [Document #2017- 0049006, Santa Barbara County Clerk Recorder; 
Document # 2017-0049274, Santa Barbara County Clerk Recorder; Santa Barbara County 
Assessor's Office] 
 
In 1998, there was a complaint filed against the second property for a crack in the street. The 
case was resolved the same year. [Conversation with the City of Santa Barbara Zoning Desk, 
02/20/18] 
 
Ryan Zinke's 2014 US House PFD indicates that he owns a boat in Santa Barbara Harbor. [Rep. 
Ryan Zinke, US House PFD, 2014] 
 
On November 23, 2013, the Zinkes obtained a yacht called the Dolce Vita from Mark A. and 
Charlotte Jones. The Zinkes changed the yacht's name to Freyja on December 9, 2013. [General 
Index or Abstract of Title, Department of Homeland Security US Coast Guard, issued 01/03/18] 
 
The Zinkes' yacht was built at Fuzhou Fujuan in China in 2001. Its official number is 1116134 
and its hull number is XJD36026J001. It was built by Fujian Da Feng Pleasure Boat Co LTD for 
Seahawk Distributors. [Freyja, Certificate of Documentation, 03/22/16] 
 
Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation  
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2007, established a nonprofit with the intention of building a park in his 
hometown of Whitefish that would become a community gathering place and event venue. 
Those plans never materialized. Today the park languishes as a "vacant industrial site" and is 
used as a "staging area" for highway crews. Neighbors complain that the park attracts 
"drinking and unruly behavior," and nobody seems to know if Zinke has any plans to improve 
it.  
 
The Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation [GNVPPF] was incorporated in Montana 
on August 15, 2007. Its registered agent is Ryan Purdy. When it was incorporated, Lola Zinke 
was its president. [Certificate of Fact, Montana Secretary of State, 08/15/07] 
 
Ryan Zinke had "the idea of obtaining an old gravel pit near the Whitefish Cemetery for a 
recreation area" in 2007 and "said his wife suggested creating a peace park." BNSF officials 
signed the deed to the land on January 23, 2008. "The land was valued at $275,000." [Candace 
Chase, "Land Donation gets Peace Park Rolling," Daily Inter Lake, 02/03/08] 
 
Public input on the Veterans Peace Pack described it as a "vacant industrial site" and members 
of the public raised concerns about noise, traffic, and "the impacts of the peace park on the 
residential character of existing neighborhoods." ["Whitefish Highway 93 West Corridor Plan," 
City of Whitefish, 04/23/15] 

https://www.eenews.net/assets/2017/05/22/document_gw_03.pdf
http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-27e3770b-9d43-5a6e-a0e0-55e18187e499.html
http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/large-files/pdf/Planning/Corridor%20Plan_DRAFT_4-23-2015.pdf
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In April 2016, parts of the Great Northern Veterans Peace Park were being used "as a staging 
area for the highway construction company." [Meeting Minutes, Whitefish City Council, 
04/18/16] 
 
The group "Citizens for a Better Flathead" submitted a letter to the Whitefish City Council to 
complain about unresolved issues with the Veterans Peace Park. The letter notes that noise, 
hours, drinking and unruly behavior, traffic, and parking issues "all have not been addressed" at 
the Veterans Peace Park. [Letter to Whitefish City Council, Citizens for a Better Flathead, 
05/04/15] 
 
In April 2016, Councilor Hildner asked if Zinke and the city had further plans for developing the 
peace park as an event area. City Manager Stearns "was not sure of Ryan's development plans," 
and planning and building director Taylor said he "thought maybe one event a year." Taylor 
mentioned that the area was being used "as a staging area for the highway construction 
company." The council agreed that Zinke would have to "come to the Council" if he planned for 
the park "to be converted from an open space to another use." City manager Stearns planned 
to contact Zinke to ask about "his intentions of the property." [Meeting Minutes, Whitefish City 
Council, 04/18/16] 
 
When the city of Whitefish's lease for a tract of land to the GNVPPF was up for renewal, 
Councilman Hildner said he searched online for the foundation and "could not find anything 
online and was wondering the status of the organization," noting that it was "still a going 
concern." Mayor Muhfield said that after speaking with Ryan Zinke, he was "comfortable with 
the agreement." The council voted unanimously to renew the lease after Councilor Sweeney 
asked the city attorney to check to see if the foundation was "still authorized to do business." 
[Meeting Minutes, Whitefish City Council, 06/20/16] 
 
Ryan Zinke obtained "an old gravel pit near the Whitefish Cemetery" from the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe Railroad [BNSF] to begin building the park in 2007. He convinced BNSF to 
donate 4.892 acres of land after pursuing "contacts on behalf of the park with former 
[Montana] Gov. Mark Racicot, a board member of BNSF" in Zinke's "final months as a Navy 
commander." Zinke established a nonprofit called the "Great Northern Veterans Peace Park 
Foundation" for the purpose of building the park. The foundation received its final land 
donation in 2013, bringing the total acreage of the park to nearly 18 acres.  
 
Ryan Zinke had "the idea of obtaining an old gravel pit near the Whitefish Cemetery for a 
recreation area" in 2007 and "said his wife suggested creating a peace park." He convinced 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe [BNSF] railway to donate the 4.892 acres to his Veterans Peace 
Park Foundation after pursuing "contacts on behalf of the park with former [Montana] Gov. 
Mark Racicot, a board member of BNSF" in Zinke's "final months as a Navy commander." BNSF 
officials signed the deed to the land on January 23, 2008. "The land was valued at $275,000." 
[Candace Chase, "Land Donation gets Peace Park Rolling," Daily Inter Lake, 02/03/08] 
 

http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/cms-assets/documents/243249-734976.signed-min.-2016-04-18.pdf
http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/cms-assets/documents/209579-913764.signed-min-2015-05-04.pdf
http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/cms-assets/documents/243249-734976.signed-min.-2016-04-18.pdf
http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/cms-assets/documents/248825-202161.signed-min.-2016-06-20.pdf
http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-27e3770b-9d43-5a6e-a0e0-55e18187e499.html
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Zinke is president of the Veterans Peace Park Foundation. Its board includes his stepdaughter, 
Tim Grattan, Dr. John S. Peterson, and Douglas Schuch. [Candace Chase, "Land Donation gets 
Peace Park Rolling," Daily Inter Lake, 02/03/08] 
 
GNVPP received its final land donation in 2013 to make the total acreage of the park nearly 18 
acres. ["Whitefish Highway 93 West Corridor Plan," City of Whitefish, 04/23/15] 
 
Lola Zinke says the Veterans Peace Park is "an 18-acre children's sledding park." ["Outstanding 
Hispanic Republican Leader: Lolita Zinke," Republican National Committee, 10/05/16] 
 
Ryan Zinke had a parcel of land appraised at $275,000 before BNSF Railway agreed to donate 
it. However, Flathead County property records indicate the parcel is currently valued at 
$154,956. It appears that BNSF may have received a tax deduction in excess of the actual 
value of its donation to Zinke's foundation. 
 
Ryan Zinke "obtained the appraisal of $275,000 for the land and the survey" of the 4.892 acres 
before BNSF Railway agreed to donate the land. Following the instructions of Matt Rose, the 
CEO of BNSF, who called Zinke after he "pursued contacts on behalf of the park," Zinke had the 
land appraised by F& H Surveying and Frazier Appraisal Service, which "donated the survey and 
appraisal needed to obtain the land." [Candace Chase, "Land Donation gets Peace Park Rolling," 
Daily Inter Lake, 02/03/08] 
 
Flathead County's records indicate that the property which BNSF gifted to the GNVPPF in 2008 
is currently valued at $154,956. [Property Record Card, Flathead County, accessed 10/27/17] 
 
The Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation leases a section of cemetery land from 
the City of Whitefish at the rate of $1/year. The parcel is a steep hill used for snow sledding in 
Veterans Peace Park. Zinke sought a 10-year renewal in 2016, but the city granted him a 5-
year lease, citing a lack of information about the park's long-term plans.  
 
In 2011, the city of Whitefish voted to lease sections of land to the GNVPPF for $1/year. The 
council granted Zinke's request for a five-year lease to the Great Northern Veterans Peace Park 
Foundation for a corner of city-owned cemetery land. [Lynette Hintze, "Whitefish Cemetery 
Land OK'd for Park," Daily Inter Lake, 07/20/11] 
 
The GNVPPF leases a parcel of cemetery land from the city of Whitefish.  The Whitefish City 
Council approved a five-year lease to the foundation 2011 and renewed it in June 2016 at the 
cost of $1 per year. [Heidi Desch, "Veterans Peace Park Lease Renewed," Whitefish Pilot, 
06/28/16] 
 
In 2016, Zinke sought a 10-year renewal of his initial 5-year lease. Zinke told the city of 
Whitefish that the lease "will allow him to assume noxious weed control and liability on the city 
property." He said his focus for 2016 will be "topsoil and seed, restoring the pond habitat, and 
installing gates," and that he envisions that the park will host "a number of activities and 

http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-27e3770b-9d43-5a6e-a0e0-55e18187e499.html
http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-27e3770b-9d43-5a6e-a0e0-55e18187e499.html
http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/large-files/pdf/Planning/Corridor%20Plan_DRAFT_4-23-2015.pdf
https://www.gop.com/outstanding-hispanic-republican-leader-lolita-zinke/
https://www.gop.com/outstanding-hispanic-republican-leader-lolita-zinke/
http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-27e3770b-9d43-5a6e-a0e0-55e18187e499.html
http://svc.mt.gov/msl/MTCadastral/PropertyRecordCard/Index/?id=07429235111900000&requestDate=RnJpLCAyNyBPY3QgMjAxNyAxNTo1MDowNCBHTVQ=&content=WPxlBmBP9nAGeKFho6fs_g==&auth=MTG%20OOCQX2FHEKR0TDL9LWZU:VP24rXvBK-8Ifc6YbpYL_aVx4PfTtuc7QIkEGcPRwE8=
https://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-934a7cc8-b257-11e0-a814-001cc4c03286.html
https://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-934a7cc8-b257-11e0-a814-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.whitefishpilot.com/news/article_3ae56b06-3d8a-11e6-b849-935c7294f959.html
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events" in the future. Instead, the council granted him a 5-year lease over concerns that they 
didn't know anything about the park's long-term plans. [Heidi Desch, "Veterans Peace Park 
Lease Renewed," Whitefish Pilot, 6/28/16 and City Council Meeting Video, Whitefish City 
Council, 04/18/16 [01:57:55]] 
 
The Great Northern Veterans Peace Park is in disrepair. Residents have described the park as 
a "vacant industrial site," with parts of it being used "as a staging area" for a highway 
construction company. Residents are also concerned about its impact on the "residential 
character" of existing neighborhoods. Even Ryan Zinke, who owns land nearby, described the 
neighborhood as a "'blight.'"   
 
Public input on the Veterans Peace Pack described it as a "vacant industrial site" and members 
of the public raised concerns about noise, traffic, and "the impacts of the peace park on the 
residential character of existing neighborhoods." ["Whitefish Highway 93 West Corridor Plan," 
City of Whitefish, 04/23/15] 
 
In April 2016, parts of the Great Northern Veterans Peace Park were being used "as a staging 
area for the highway construction company." [Meeting Minutes, Whitefish City Council, 
04/18/16] 
 
Zinke proposed building the GNVPP because it would help West 2nd street become the "'great 
neighborhood'" that it was when he grew up, and not the "'blight'" that it currently is. [Matt 
Baldwin, "Push Made for US 93 West Crosswalk," Whitefish Pilot, 06/13/12] 
 
Whitefish residents have complained repeatedly about problems at the Great Northern 
Veterans Peace Park related to noise, drinking, unruly behavior, traffic, and other issues. One 
letter even said that the park should not be described as "'public'"  because of the lack of 
public input in its management.  
 
Comments collected from a public input session said that the Veterans Peace Park should not 
be described as "'public'" because "the public doesn't have a say in the rules or management" 
of the park. [Appendix A: Public Input Session #1 Comments, Whitefish Highway 93 West 
Corridor Plan," 04/20/15] 
 
In a letter to the editor, MaiBritt Bennett, who can "see the entire park from my yard," 
complained about several issues with the Great Northern Veterans Peace Park. Bennett was 
concerned about safety issues related to alcohol and a lack of fencing between the park and the 
railroad tracks, as well as music playing after 10:00. [MaiBritt Bennett, "A Few Thoughts about 
Concerts at Peace Park," Whitefish Pilot, 07/18/12] 
 
Ryan Zinke's initial plans for the Great Northern Veterans Peace Park included "installing flags 
for all the armed forces" and "a historic plaque describing the contributions of veterans and 
the railroad to the community of Whitefish." The Chamber of Commerce also envisioned 
building an amphitheater in the space, which Zinke claimed would include seating "'designed 

http://www.whitefishpilot.com/news/article_3ae56b06-3d8a-11e6-b849-935c7294f959.html
http://www.whitefishpilot.com/news/article_3ae56b06-3d8a-11e6-b849-935c7294f959.html
http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/large-files/pdf/Planning/Corridor%20Plan_DRAFT_4-23-2015.pdf
http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/cms-assets/documents/243249-734976.signed-min.-2016-04-18.pdf
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so you can lay out a blanket and you won't spill a glass of wine.'"  However, none of this has 
actually happened. In 2016, Zinke said the only plans he had for the park were improving 
topsoil, "restoring" a pond, and installing a gate to keep out "vagrants." 
 
In 2008, Zinke planned for "installing flags for all the armed forces along with a historic plaque 
describing the contributions of veterans and the railroad to the community of Whitefish." Zinke 
said the board would seek donations for the park, and that there would be "'zero taxpayer 
dollars in this.'" [Candace Chase, "Land Donation gets Peace Park Rolling," Daily Inter Lake, 
02/03/08] 
 
The 2013 City of Whitefish parks master plan describes Veterans Peace Park as "undeveloped" 
and "in design phase." The plan says the park may include a "potential future amphitheater." 
["Parks and Recreation Master Plan," City of Whitefish, September 2013] 
 
In 2012, the Whitefish Chamber had $20,000 set aside to go toward putting a band shell at the 
Peace Park "as early as this summer." [Matt Baldwin, "Summer series sparks concern about 
overuse of Depot Park," Whitefish Pilot, 04/18/12] 
 
Ryan Zinke said the music venue at the Peace Park would include "picnic-style seating" with a 
slope "'designed so you can lay out a blanket and you won't spill a glass of wine.'" [Matt 
Baldwin, "Material from road work helps shape Peace Park," Whitefish Pilot, 12/03/13] 
 
In 2016, Ryan Zinke told Whitefish City Manager Chuck Stearns that the only planned 
improvements for the park that year were topsoil, seed, restoring the pond habitat, and 
installing gates to keep out "vagrants." [Ryan Zinke email to Chuck Stearns, 04/19/16] 
 
An opponent to putting an amphitheater at the Veterans Peace Park said it was a bad 
location because train whistles would interfere with music, neighbors would be adversely 
impacted, and it was far away from facilities.  
 
Toby Scott, a Whitefish-based music recording engineer, opposed putting an amphitheater at 
the Veterans Peace Park. Scott said the location is bad because the train whistles would be 
loud, there are no nearby public facilities or parking, and housing would be affected by 
performances. Scott also noted that the park is "next to the only railroad crossing in Whitefish 
that is without a guard gate." [Toby Scott, "Proposed Concert Arena in Wrong Location," 
Whitefish Pilot, 07/11/12] 
 
In 2016, when Ryan Zinke sought to renew a lease on land from the Whitefish City Council, 
councilors were unsure about Zinke's development plans for the Great Northern Veterans 
Peace Park. One councilor had to search the Internet for information about the park and 
"could not find anything online" about the status of the organization. Though Zinke 
requested a 10-year renewal, the Council granted him a 5-year lease, citing a lack of 
information about the park's long-term plans.  
 

http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-27e3770b-9d43-5a6e-a0e0-55e18187e499.html
http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/cms-assets/documents/161504-86318.park---rec-master-plan--public-2.pdf
http://www.whitefishpilot.com/news/article_b111498c-5c8a-11e3-8aa6-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/large-files/pdf/mayor-council/meetings/2016%20packets/Packet.2016-06-20.pdf
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In April 2016, Councilor Hildner asked if Zinke and the city had further plans for developing the 
peace park as an event area. City Manager Stearns "was not sure of Ryan's development plans," 
and planning and building director Taylor said he "thought maybe one event a year." Taylor 
mentioned that the area was being used "as a staging area for the highway construction 
company." The council agreed that Zinke would have to "come to the Council" if he planned for 
the park "to be converted from an open space to another use." City manager Stearns planned 
to Contact Zinke to ask about "his intentions of the property." [Meeting Minutes, Whitefish City 
Council, 04/18/16] 
 
When the city of Whitefish's lease for a tract of land to the GNVPPF was up for renewal, 
Councilman Hildner said he searched online for the foundation and "could not find anything 
online and was wondering the status of the organization," noting that it was "still a going 
concern." Mayor Muhfield said that after speaking with Ryan Zinke, he was "comfortable with 
the agreement." The council voted unanimously to renew the lease after Councilor Sweeney 
asked the city attorney to check to see if the foundation was "still authorized to do business." 
[Meeting Minutes, Whitefish City Council, 06/20/16] 
 
In 2016, one councilor asked if Ryan Zinke's plans to improve the park have "just kind of gone 
away." The city manager was unable to answer because Zinke "didn'ǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘŜƭƭΧώƘƛƳϐ much 
of his development plans" and would not appear before the council because of his travel 
schedule. Another councilor said, "I'm not sure [where] he's at with his development plan. 
I'm sure he's got something in his mind at the end of the day, but I'm not seeing it." 
 
Councilman Richard Hildner says he wants to see "more of an idea of what the plans are for his 
development so that we can act appropriately." [City Council Meeting Video, Whitefish City 
Council, 06/20/16 [02:07:30]] 
 
Whitefish Mayor John Muffled says he's "not so sure" what the "master plan" is for the park. 
[City Council Meeting Video, Whitefish City Council, 06/20/16 [02:09:10]] 
 
Councilman Richard Hildner asks if there has been any more discussion to develop the park as 
"an event area, or has that just kind of gone away?" The City Manager says he doesn't think 
plans have gone away, but Zinke "didn't really tell me much of his development plans." Zinke 
said he could not attend any city council meetings because he "'pretty much flies back to 
Washington, DC every Monday.'" [City Council Meeting Video, Whitefish City Council, 06/20/16 
[02:03:19]] 
 
Councilman David Taylor says, "last time I talked to him, he talked about maybe trying to do 
ƻƴŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΧ IŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ 
up using it for a staging area for highway construction for the last few years in exchange for 
them doing some site work there. He wanted to do a small pond, and it blew up into a huge 
pond, so he's trying to deal with thatτdrain it down. I'm not sure he's at with his development 
plan. I'm sure he's got something in his mind at the end of the day, but I'm not seeing it." [City 
Council Meeting Video, Whitefish City Council, 06/20/16 [02:04:10]] 

http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/cms-assets/documents/243249-734976.signed-min.-2016-04-18.pdf
http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/cms-assets/documents/248825-202161.signed-min.-2016-06-20.pdf
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When Ryan Zinke became Secretary of the Interior, he signed an agreement "to resign from 
the Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation" and claimed he had completed his 
agreed resignations on March 6, 2017. However, records show that he may not have followed 
through. An April 2017 filing with the Montana Secretary of States indicates that Zinke was 
still a director with the Great Northern Veteran Peace Park Foundation, though nonprofits are 
not required to report a resignation from a nonprofit until the next year's annual report. 
 
When Ryan Zinke became Secretary of the Interior, he signed an agreement "to resign from the 
Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation." [Tom Lutey, "Zinke is the Least Well-Off 
Member of Trump's Cabinet, Reports Show," Billings Gazette, 01/13/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke, on a June 2017 OGE form, claimed that he had "completed all of the resignations 
indicated in my ethics agreement on March 6, 2017." [Ryan Zinke's Certification of Ethics 
Agreement Compliance, Office of Government Ethics, May 2017] 
 
A 990 stamped "received" on March 17, 2017 indicates that Ryan Zinke is still the president of 
the Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation. ["Great Northern Veterans Peace Park 
Foundation," IRS Form 990, 2016] 
 
An April 2017 filing with the Montana Secretary of States indicates that Zinke was still a director 
with the Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation. [GNVPPF Annual Report for 2017, 
Montana Secretary of State, 04/14/17]  
 
Based on a phone call with the Montana Secretary of State's office, nonprofits are not required 
to report a resignation from a nonprofit until the next year's annual report.  
 
wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜΣ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлмуΣ άǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ΨǊŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǊŘ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ΨǳǇƻƴ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ нлму ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 
the state of Montana, however, lists Ryan Zinke as an officer, with Lola Zinke as president and 
their daughter as treasurer. Zinke said the report was in error and he would seek to amŜƴŘ ƛǘΦέ 
ώ.Ŝƴ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜ ŀƴŘ bƛŎƪ WǳƭƛŀƴƻΣ άExclusive: Zinke linked to real estate deal with Halliburton 
chairmanΣέ Politico, 06/19/18] 
 
Ryan Zinke used his position as a state legislator to support the Great Veterans Peace Park 
Foundation while he was also on its board. Zinke "helped pass a bill through" the Montana 
Legislature clarifying that cemetery grounds could be leased for other purposes before 
securing cemetery land for the Veterans Peace Park. Zinke also offered to advocate for a 
crosswalk that would improve access to the Great Northern Veterans Peace Park. 
 
"When it was discovered that city law precluded using any portion of cemetery land for a 
purpose other than as a cemetery, Zinke, a Republican state senator from Whitefish, helped 
pass a bill through the Legislature clarifying that a portion of cemetery grounds unsuitable for 

http://billingsgazette.com/news/government-and-politics/zinke-is-the-least-well-off-member-of-trump-s/article_f42927d2-601c-5367-b061-200bfb7cf576.html
http://billingsgazette.com/news/government-and-politics/zinke-is-the-least-well-off-member-of-trump-s/article_f42927d2-601c-5367-b061-200bfb7cf576.html
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/A08A0BED848BE1F585258138002C1525/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20EA%20certification%201%20of%201.pdf
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/A08A0BED848BE1F585258138002C1525/$FILE/Zinke,%20Ryan%20EA%20certification%201%20of%201.pdf
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/download-filing?path=2017_04_EO%2F26-0733320_990_201612.pdf
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/download-filing?path=2017_04_EO%2F26-0733320_990_201612.pdf
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/06/19/ryan-zinke-halliburton-park-whitefish-montana-647731
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/06/19/ryan-zinke-halliburton-park-whitefish-montana-647731
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use as a cemetery may be used for other public purposes." [Lynette Hintze, "Whitefish 
Cemetery Land OK'd for Park," Daily Inter Lake, 07/20/11] 
 
In an email regarding the GNVPPF's lease of part of the city's cemetery to Whitefish City 
Manager Chuck Stearns, Ryan Zinke said, "as u know, it took a change in law to technically use 
cemetery land for other purposes even though it is of no value and just contains a road and 
slope. The longer lease the better." [Ryan Zinke email to Chuck Stearns, City of Whitefish, 
04/07/16] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2012, asked the city of Whitefish to support a pedestrian crosswalk near his 
nearby property that would provide access to the Veterans Peace Park. "In return, Zinke will 
provide a key property easement for a future bike path and stand as an advocate for the 
crosswalk at the state legislative level." [Matt Baldwin, "Push Made for US 93 West Crosswalk," 
Whitefish Pilot, 06/13/12] 
 
One resident called an Independence Day celebration at the Veterans Peace Park "a fiasco" 
and suggested that its board members provided "distractions" involving small fireworks 
displays, and that "several accidents occurred and people were harmed."  
 
Whitefish resident Mitch Linne said the 2016 Independence Day Celebration at the Veterans 
Peace Park was a "disaster" due to distractions provided by members of the Peace Park board. 
Linne says the event was overcrowded, noisy, and dangerous, and that "several accidents 
occurred and people were harmed." [Mitch Linne, "Letter: A Formerly Quiet Spot to Enjoy 
Fireworks," Daily Inter Lake, 07/08/16] 
 
Whitefish City Manager Chuck Stearns said a fourth of July event "overwhelmed" the park, and 
said he didn't think Zinke was planning on doing other events "of that large a scale" in the 
future. [City Council Meeting Video, Whitefish City Council, 04/18/16 [02:03:19]] 
 
In 2009, Ryan Zinke met with three state legislative candidates to discuss endorsing them and 
told them he "needed some signage" for his park. Zinke endorsed the candidates, who all 
pledged to contribute to the park foundation through their campaigns. Zinke and the 
candidates claimed the "arrangement was not a quid pro quo," because "Zinke's 
endorsement was an honor and very important." Although Zinke suggested the contributions 
would fund signage for the park, that signage does not appear to exist.   
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2009, met with Chris Hyatt, Bill Kahle, and Phil Mitchell, candidates for Montana 
legislature, to discuss endorsing them. Zinke brought the candidates to his Peace Park, and 
"while enjoying views of the lake," Zinke told them he "needed some signage for the park." All 
three candidates pledged to give contributions to the park foundation though their campaigns, 
ranging from $100 to $170, and Zinke endorsed them. Both Zinke and the candidates said the 
"arrangement was not a quid pro quo," because "Zinke's endorsement was an honor and very 
important." [Richard Hannes, "More than $38K on City Election," Whitefish Pilot, 12/03/09] 
 

http://www.cityofwhitefish.org/large-files/pdf/mayor-council/meetings/2016%20packets/Packet.2016-06-20.pdf
http://www.whitefishpilot.com/whitefishpilot/article_fbb3f328-7b8e-56ae-84d1-effb09767bc1.html
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Ryan Zinke planned to establish a small skating pond in the park, but it "blew up into a huge 
pond," which he is still "trying to deal with."  
 
Whitefish City Councilman David Taylor says, "He wanted to do a small pond, and it blew up 
into a huge pond, so he's trying to deal with thatτdrain it down. I'm not sure he's at with his 
development plan. I'm sure he's got something in his mind at the end of the day, but I'm not 
seeing it." [City Council Meeting Video, Whitefish City Council, 06/20/16 [02:04:10]] 
 
Whitefish City Councilman David Taylor says Zinke wanted to turn the pond into "a little skating 
pond," but it "got bigger than he thought it was going to get." [City Council Meeting Video, 
Whitefish City Council, 06/20/16 02:10:05] 
 
Ryan Zinke had the founding documents for the Great Veterans Peace Park Foundation 
notarized in Santa Barbara, California.   
 
Ryan Zinke's 2007 Articles of Incorporation for the Great Veterans Peace Park Foundation were 
notarized in Santa Barbara, California. [Articles of Incorporation, Montana Secretary of State, 
accessed 10/26/17] 
 
At one point the Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation had over half a million 
dollars in total assets, including real estate, equipment, and cash. The park foundation has 
received donations from the Zinkes, the Whitefish Community Foundation, and BNSF.  
 
At the end of 2016, GNVPPF reported having $531,885 in total assets, including $510,557 in 
land, buildings, and equipment and $21,328 in cash. [Great Northern Veterans Peace Park 
Foundation, IRS form 990, 2013] 
 
The 2013 990 lists a $10,000 contribution from the Zinkes, a donation of land from BNSF 
appraised at $130,000, as well as $10,000 in cash. [Great Northern Veterans Peace Park 
Foundation, IRS form 990, 2013] 
 
The Whitefish Community Foundation, in 2011, awarded the Veterans Peace Park Foundation a 
grant to pay for a "foundation gate," new signs, and a perimeter fence. ["300,000 in grants 
awarded," Whitefish Pilot, 09/09/11]  
 
The Whitefish Community Foundation awarded the Veterans Peace Park Foundation a grant in 
2008. ["Food Bank Director gets the Fish Award," Whitefish Pilot, 11/13/08] 
 
The Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation owns two parcels of land with a 
combined value of $231,105.  
 
The Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation owns two parcels of land with a total 
appraised value of $293,105. It transferred another parcel of land to Judith A. Schooley in 2016. 
[Flathead County]  

https://pp-990.s3.amazonaws.com/2017_04_EO/26-0733320_990_201612.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAI7C6X5GT42DHYZIA%2F20171023%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20171023T181434Z&X-Amz-Expires=1800&X-Amz-SignedHeade
https://pp-990.s3.amazonaws.com/2017_04_EO/26-0733320_990_201612.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAI7C6X5GT42DHYZIA%2F20171023%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20171023T181434Z&X-Amz-Expires=1800&X-Amz-SignedHeade
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/download-filing?path=2014_06_EO%2F26-0733320_990_201312.pdf
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/download-filing?path=2014_06_EO%2F26-0733320_990_201312.pdf
http://www.whitefishlake.org/docs/media_coverage/111109_$300%20in%20Grants%20Awarded.pdf
http://www.whitefishlake.org/docs/media_coverage/111109_$300%20in%20Grants%20Awarded.pdf
http://www.whitefishcommunityfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/2008-FoodBank-Receives-Fish-Award.pdf
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GNVPPF owns one parcel that  is 4.010 acres. It was worth $123,905 in 2015 and is worth 
$138,149 in 2017. [Property Search for Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation, 
Flathead County, accessed 10/23/17] 
 
GNVPPF owns another parcel that is  is 7.44 acres. It was worth $159,920 in 2015 and is worth 
$154,956 in 2017.  [Property Search for Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation, 
Flathead County, accessed 10/23/17] 
 
The Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation has spent $6,000 on travel expenses, 
$2,000 on computer equipment, and purchased a tractor for $30,000. In 2010, the nonprofit 
reported a negative cash balance.  
 
The 2013 990 lists the following expenses: $6,000 in travel expenses, $2000 for computer 
equipment, and a tractor purchased for $30,000. [Great Northern Veterans Peace Park 
Foundation, IRS form 990, 2013] 
 
In 2010 the foundation had a "negative cash balance of $1,940 due to survey and other 
expenses." [Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation, IRS 990, 2010] 
 
The Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation's net assets were $560,294 at the end of 
2016, yet the foundation only spends a few thousand dollars annually.  
 

Year [FY Ending] Net Assets at 
the End of the 

Year 

Total Revenue Total Expenses 

2016 N/A $5,000 N/A 

2015 $560,294 $36,000 $19,560 

2014 $543,854 $30,000 $6,375 

2013 $529,660 $140,000* $10,000 

2012 $399,660 30,000 $30,000 

2011** N/A N/A N/A 

2010 $369,060 $197,000 $4,200 

2009 $176,260 $520 $360 

Source: ProPublica 
*This number is scratched off in pen on the 990. It may be $140,000 or $150,000.  
**This 990 is not on the database.  
 
All board members of the Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation, as of 2016, were 
related to Ryan Zinke except Brian "Tim" Grattan. Tim Grattan is a Whitefish land developer 
who "bought and developed GrousŜ ŀƴŘ [ƛƻƴ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘΧthe Whitefish Golf 
Course." He formed the political group Sensible Land Use [SLU] in 2007 "to battle the final 
draft" of a Whitefish "ordinance that would regulate development near bodies of water and 

https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/download-filing?path=2014_06_EO%2F26-0733320_990_201312.pdf
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/download-filing?path=2014_06_EO%2F26-0733320_990_201312.pdf
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/download-filing?path=2011_05_EO%2F26-0733320_990EZ_201012.pdf
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/260733320
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on steep slopes." The group "sent out flyers to nearly every residence in Whitefish 
characterizing the ordinance as a 'heavy-handed property grab.'"  Montana's Commissioner of 
Political Practices said "that the activities of SLU were legal, even though it had not registered 
as a political action committee, because while SLU appears to be campaigning against the 
current city council members and the mayor, it's not supporting any specific candidates." 
Grattan describes himself as "'a fly in the ointment.'"  He said, "' to the city, I'm just a greedy 
land developer. I am, and have been, kind of a lightning rod, and somewhat polarizing.'"  
 
All board members of the Great Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation, as of 2016, are 
related to Ryan Zinke except one: Tim Grattan. ["Great Northern Veterans Peace Park 
Foundation," IRS Form 990, 2016] 
 
Brian "Tim" Grattan, born May 16, 1938, is a Whitefish land developer who "bought and 
developed Grouse and Lion mountains, and built the south half the Whitefish Golf Course 
["Interview with Brian T. Grattan," Veterans History Project; Ryan Murray, "'NOBODY IS 
BULLETPROOF' τ WHITEFISH DEVELOPER SURVIVES MALE BREAST CANCER," Daily Inter Lake, 
10/14/14] 
 
Tim Grattan "was responsible for the development of Grouse Mountain and Grouse Mountain 
Estates in the city, and of the Lion Mountain subdivision just outside the city. He also has served 
many years on the board of directors of Winter Sports Inc., working to make the Big Mountain 
ski area among the best in the country." [Jerry Hanson, "A History Lesson On Tim Grattan 
[Letter to the Editor]," Whitefish Pilot, 10/01/09] 
 
Tim Grattan formed the political group Sensible Land Use [SLU] in July 2007 "to battle the final 
draft" of a Whitefish "ordinance that would regulate development near bodies of water and on 
steep slopes." The ordinance would affect "millions of dollars of prime real estate" in Whitefish. 
In September 2007, "SLU sent out flyers to nearly every residence in Whitefish characterizing 
the ordinance as a 'heavy-handed property grab.'" Montana's Commissioner of Political 
Practices, Dennis "Unsworth concluded that the activities of SLU were legal, even though it had 
not registered as a political action committee, because while SLU appears to be campaigning 
against the current city council members and the mayor, it's not supporting any specific 
candidates." Grattan claimed, "'I have not been involved in any part of campaigning, endorsing 
ώΧϐ L've not taken a position on the politics of it at all. I'm just focused on what I think is a lousy 
ordinance.'" [Michael Jamison, "Town mulls regulations on lobbying," Missoulian, 09/23/07; 
Paul Peters, "Faceless issues," Missoula Independent, 10/11/07] 
 
Tim Grattan describes himself as "'a fly in the ointment.'" He said, "'to the city, I'm just a greedy 
land developer. I am, and have been, kind of a lightning rod, and somewhat polarizing.'" 
[Michael Jamison, "Town mulls regulations on lobbying," Missoulian, 09/23/07] 
 
¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ tŜŀŎŜ tŀǊƪ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ άŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ his wife, άƛǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǊƻƭŜέ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
άǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ ²ƘƛǘŜŦƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 

https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/download-filing?path=2017_04_EO%2F26-0733320_990_201612.pdf
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/download-filing?path=2017_04_EO%2F26-0733320_990_201612.pdf
http://memory.loc.gov/diglib/vhp/story/loc.natlib.afc2001001.28502/transcript?ID=sr0001
http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-9f874a18-5414-11e4-a574-4f68a50799ee.html
http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-9f874a18-5414-11e4-a574-4f68a50799ee.html
http://www.whitefishpilot.com/columns/article_5978d11f-4ee0-50eb-9c0f-2f9636aa9aa8.html
http://www.whitefishpilot.com/columns/article_5978d11f-4ee0-50eb-9c0f-2f9636aa9aa8.html
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real-estate project financially backed by Halliburton Chairman David Lesar that includes a 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƳƛŎǊƻōǊŜǿŜǊȅΦ IŀƭƭƛōǳǊǘƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ άƻƛƭ-services giant that stands to benefit from any 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƛƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎΦέ ¦ƴŘŜǊ wȅŀƴ ά½ƛƴƪŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΧώƛƴ нлмтϐ ǊŜǎŎƛƴŘŜŘ hōŀƳŀ-era 
rules that restricted fracking on federal lanŘΣ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘŜŘ IŀƭƭƛōǳǊǘƻƴΦέ 
¢ƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜŦƛǎƘ Ŏƛǘȅ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊ άǎŀƛŘΧǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƛŎǊƻōǊŜǿŜǊȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ wȅŀƴ ŀƴŘ [ƻƭŀ ½ƛƴƪŜ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜΦέ wȅŀƴ ά½ƛƴƪŜ 
acknowledged meeting with Halliburton Chairman Dave Lesar and other developers in his 
LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜέ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ [ƻƭŀ ½ƛƴƪŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǾŜǊ DǊŜŀǘ 
Northern Veterans Peace Park Foundation land for the abovementioned parking lot. In 
addition to the microbǊŜǿŜǊȅΣ άǘƘŜ ½ƛƴƪŜǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΥ 
¢ƘŜȅ ƻǿƴ ƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣέ ŀƴŘ άǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ½ƛƴƪŜ-
ƻǿƴŜŘ ƭŀƴŘΧǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǾŀƭǳŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
Zinke ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ άŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛƳƛƭƭƛƻƴ-dollar project funded by the chairman of an energy-
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƎƛŀƴǘΧƛǎ ǊƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ŜǘƘƛŎǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ǎŀȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ άƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻέ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ άŦŀƪŜ 
ƴŜǿǎΦέ  
 
¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ tŜŀŎŜ tŀǊƪ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ άŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ his wifeΣ άƛǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ-estate 
ŘŜŀƭ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅέ IŀƭƭƛōǳǊǘƻƴ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ [ŜǎŀǊΦ  
 
¢ƘŜ άƎǊƻǳǇ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅΧ[ŜǎŀǊΧƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǎƛǘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ½ƛƴƪŜǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ²ƘƛǘŜŦƛǎƘέ ǘƘŀǘ άǿƻǳƭd include a 
hotel and retail shops. There also would be a microbrewery τ a business first proposed in 2012 
by Ryan Zinke and for which he lobbied town officials for half a decade. The Whitefish city 
ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ ǎŀƛŘΧǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ suggested to him that the 
ƳƛŎǊƻōǊŜǿŜǊȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ wȅŀƴ ŀƴŘ [ƻƭŀ ½ƛƴƪŜ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ άŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ [ƻƭŀ ½ƛƴƪŜ ǇƭŜŘƎŜŘ ƛƴ 
writing to allow the Lesar-backed developer to build a parking lot for the project on land that 
was donated to the foundation to create a Veterans Peace Park for citizens of Whitefish. The 
14-acre plot, which has not been significantly developed as a park, is still owned by the 
ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ Lƴ ƘŜǊ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ [ƻƭŀ ½ƛƴƪŜ άǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ 
of intent to allow the construction of a parking lot for customers of the microbrewery and other 
businesses on the parkland, which the developers included in their proposal.έ ώBen Lefebvre 
ŀƴŘ bƛŎƪ WǳƭƛŀƴƻΣ άExclusive: Zinke linked to real estate deal with Halliburton chairmanΣέ Politico, 
06/09/18] 
 
wȅŀƴ ά½ƛƴƪŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ IŀƭƭƛōǳǊǘƻƴ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ 5ŀǾŜ [ŜǎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
developers in his Interior Department office, but said his involvement was limited to providing 
ǘƘŜƳ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŦƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƻǿƴŜŘέ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ [ƻƭŀ ½ƛƴƪŜ 
ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ άƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ƻƴέ DǊŜŀǘ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 

https://www.politico.com/story/2018/06/19/ryan-zinke-halliburton-park-whitefish-montana-647731
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Veterans Peace Park Foundation land. [.Ŝƴ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜΣ άZinke seeks to explain meeting with 
Halliburton chairmanΣέ Politico, 06/27/18] 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ½ƛƴƪŜǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉroject in another way: They own land on the other side 
of the development, and have long sparred with neighbors about their various plans for it. If 
the new hotel, retail stores and microbrewery go through, real estate agents say, the Zinke-
owned land next ŘƻƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǾŀƭǳŜΦέ 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛƳƛƭƭƛƻƴ-dollar project funded by the 
chairman of an energy-ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƎƛŀƴǘΧƛǎ ǊƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ŜǘƘƛŎǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ǎŀȅΣ 
especialƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ Ƨƻō ŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƴ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рлл 
million acres of public land and head of a department that sets technical and safety standards 
ŦƻǊ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎΦέ 
 
IŀƭƭƛōǳǊǘƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ άƻƛƭ-services giant that stanŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƛƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎΦέ Lǘ άƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
largest American oil-services company, drilling wells and building rigs. It stands to benefit from 
any new oil and gas exploration on public land or offshore τ something the Trump 
administration has promised to promote τ and the company has frequent dealings with the 
LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦέ ¦ƴŘŜǊ wȅŀƴ ά½ƛƴƪŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΧώƛƴ нлмтϐ 
rescinded Obama-era rules that restricted fracking on federal land, a decision that directly 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘŜŘ IŀƭƭƛōǳǊǘƻƴΦέ 
 
άaŀǊƛƭȅƴ DƭȅƴƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 9ǘƘƛŎǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²Φ .ǳǎƘΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǾƻlvement in a deal backed by the chairman 
of Halliburton is clearly inappropriate and, at minimum, should force Zinke to recuse himself 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ IŀƭƭƛōǳǊǘƻƴΦέ 
 
ά9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ½ƛƴƪŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ-of-interest rules requiring that 
they recuse themselves from government decisions involving people with whom they or their 
close relatives have a financial relationship. Craig Holman, a specialist in federal ethics laws for 
the advocacy group Public Citizen, sŀƛŘ [ƻƭŀ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅ 
[ŜǎŀǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦέ ώ.Ŝƴ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜ ŀƴŘ bƛŎƪ WǳƭƛŀƴƻΣ άExclusive: 
Zinke linked to real estate deal with Halliburton chairmanΣέ Politico, 06/09/18] 
 
wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ άŦŀƪŜ ƴŜǿǎΦέ ώ.Ŝƴ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜΣ άZinke seeks to explain 
meeting with Halliburton chairmanΣέ Politico, 06/27/18] 
 
The LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ άƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻέ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ 
ώ.Ŝƴ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜΣ άInterior watchdog opens probe of land deal linking Zinke, Halliburton 
chairmanΣέ Politico, 07/18/18] 
 
Housing 
 

https://www.politico.com/story/2018/06/27/zinke-seeks-to-explain-meeting-with-halliburton-chairman-656841
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/06/27/zinke-seeks-to-explain-meeting-with-halliburton-chairman-656841
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/06/19/ryan-zinke-halliburton-park-whitefish-montana-647731
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/06/19/ryan-zinke-halliburton-park-whitefish-montana-647731
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/06/27/zinke-seeks-to-explain-meeting-with-halliburton-chairman-656841
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/06/27/zinke-seeks-to-explain-meeting-with-halliburton-chairman-656841
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/07/18/ryan-zinke-interior-probe-732005
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/07/18/ryan-zinke-interior-probe-732005
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Ryan Zinke was sued by his landlord for "'wrongfully abandoning'"  his apartment and not 
paying rent.  
 
On October 20, 2016, Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Washington DC filed a lawsuit 
against the Zinkes for "breach of the Residential Lease Agreement dated November 25, 2014."  
According to the complaint, Ryan Zinke and his wife "agreed to a tenancy term of one [1] year, 
from February 1, 2015 through January 31, 2016," but then "attempted to repudiate the Lease 
and voluntarily surrender possession of the Property effective May 1, 2015."  The complaint 
alleges that they owe the "plaintiff in excess of $66,000 in unpaid rent, including late fees, 
under the Lease."   
 
Ryan Zinke and his wife responded that when they lived at the apartment they "made 
numerous oral and written demands to [the] plaintiff to remedy dangerous conditions."  They 
claimed that they had informed their landlord "in writing that the property's uneven floors and 
staircases rendered the property unsafe." The dangerous conditions included "uneven and 
severely bowed floors; insufficient staircase railings; dangerously slippery front porch; and 
dangerously slippery sidewalk leading into the backdoor of the home." They alleged that these 
conditions were "too dangerous" for the family, saying that "Mr. and Mrs. Zinke both fell and 
were injured multiple times due to the dangerous conditions on the front porch and rear 
walkway."  As a result of their landlord's breach "of the implied warranty of habitability," Ryan 
Zinke and his wife claimed that they were "entitled to an abatement of rent." [Saint Sophia 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Washington DC, et al, v. Zinke, et al, Case No. 2016 CA 007772] 
 
Just three months after moving into his DC apartment, in 2015, Ryan Zinke's landlord filed a 
complaint accusing Zinke and his wife of "breaching their contract," alleging that the couple 
"'wrongfully abandoned'" the property and stopped paying rent. The case was settled in mid-
June 2017. The terms of the settlement are confidential. [Chris D'Angelo, "Ryan Zinke Settles 
Lawsuit Over 'Uninhabitable' $5,800-A-Month Rental House," Huffington Post, 08/09/17] 
 
 On November 5, 2018, in front of Ryan ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5/Σ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ άaŜǊŎŜŘŜǎ {¦± ώǘƘŀǘϐ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǘǎΦέ {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ άŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŘǊǳƴƪέ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ 
home claiming to be Ryan Zinke. ! ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ¦Φ{Φ tŀǊƪ tƻƭƛŎŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ άΨŦǳƭƭȅ Ǌƛƻǘ-
ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ƻǳǘΣΩέ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ½ƛƴƪŜ ƛƳǇŜǊǎƻƴŀǘƻǊ άƘŀŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ 
ŀǎ tŀǊƪ tƻƭƛŎŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ 
Interior spokeswoman Faith Vander Voort said in an email that Zinke was inside his house at 
the time, watching football and barbecuing with friends. He alerted his protective security 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭ Ψŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΦΩέ tŀǊƪ tƻƭƛŎŜ 
spƻƪŜǎƳŀƴ 9ŘǳŀǊŘƻ 5ŜƭƎŀŘƻ άǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ŎŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 
ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛŘƭƛƴƎ ŎŀǊ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƴŜΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦέ 
¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ άōƭŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ΨǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ who interrupted 
ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ōŀǊōŜŎǳŜ ōȅ ƭǳǊƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦŀƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
Donald Trump τ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ½ƛƴƪŜ ƛƳǇŜǊǎƻƴŀǘƻǊΣ άŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
three or four other men, all left the house and piled into the aŜǊŎŜŘŜǎέ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΦ ά! 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/ryan-zinke-lawsuit-rental-house_us_5988f863e4b0a66b8bae1a2f
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/ryan-zinke-lawsuit-rental-house_us_5988f863e4b0a66b8bae1a2f
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ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜǘƘƛŎǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΧǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜ ǿŀǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦέ 
 
hƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ рΣ нлмуΣ άƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜέ ŀ άaŜǊŎŜŘŜǎ {¦± ƘŀŘ 
ōŜŜƴ ƛŘƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǘǎΦέ 
 
ά[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ tŀǊƪ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Dƛƴŀ !Ǌƭƻǘǘƻ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜ 
ǘǿƻ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǘǎΣέ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ άƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ tŀǳƭ [ŜƎŜǊŜΧŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΣ ƘŜ ǘƻƻ ŀǎƪŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ !ƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘΦέ [ŜƎŜǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ 
άΨǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ōƻǎǎΦΩ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ 
appeared to be about 6 feet tall, white ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ 
ŘƻƻǊΦ ΨIŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨLΩƳ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜΦΩ L ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ5ǳŘŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ½ƛƴƪŜΦΩ L ŀǎƪŜŘΣ Ψ²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚΩΩ [ŜƎŜǊŜ 
ǊŜŎƻǳƴǘŜŘΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ {ŎƻǘǘΦ Ψ{Ŏƻǘǘ ǿƘŀǘΚΩ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ [ŜƎŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘŜŜƭŜŘ 
around toward thŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŘƻƻǊΦέ  
 
¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ άƛƳǇŜǊǎƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΧŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŘǊǳƴƪΦέ tŀǳƭ ά[ŜƎŜǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ 
ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜΦέ 
  
ά{ŎƻǘǘΧǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜŀve, which he did, Legere said. About five minutes later, another 
ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƻŦŦ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ōŀƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǾŜ 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ tƻƭƛŎŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ {¦±ǎΣ ΨŦǳƭƭȅ Ǌƛƻǘ-ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ƻǳǘΣΩ [ŜƎŜǊŜ ǎŀƛŘΦέ 
 
At άŀōƻǳǘ фΥол ǇΦƳΦΣ ¦Φ{Φ tŀǊƪ tƻƭƛŎŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΦ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ Ψ{ŎƻǘǘΩ ƘŀŘ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀǎ tŀǊƪ tƻƭƛŎŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
himself. Interior spokeswoman Faith Vander Voort said in an email that Zinke was inside his 
house at the time, watching football and barbecuing with friends. He alerted his protective 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ Ψŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΦΩέ  
 
tŀǊƪ tƻƭƛŎŜ ǎǇƻƪŜǎƳŀƴ 9ŘǳŀǊŘƻ 5ŜƭƎŀŘƻ άǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ŎŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛŘƭƛƴƎ ŎŀǊ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƴŜΣ ƘŜ 
ǎŀƛŘΦέ 
 
ά¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ōƭŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ΨǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘŜŘ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ 
barbecue by lurking outside ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦŀƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ ¢ǊǳƳǇ 
τ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦέ 
 
άΨL ƪƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀŎǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ȅŜƭƭŜŘ ǇǊƻŦŀƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ hw ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣΩέ 
!Ǌƭƻǘǘƻ άǿǊƻǘŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭΦέ 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǿƘƻ ƛƳǇŜǊǎƻƴŀǘed Zinke, along with three or four other men, all left the house and 
ǇƛƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŜǊŎŜŘŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мл ǇΦƳΦ ΨL Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǘǊŀƎŜƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ 
tƻƭƛŎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΣΩ !Ǌƭƻǘǘƻ ǎŀƛŘΦ ΨL ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǊŀǎǎ ǳǎΦΩέ   
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ά! ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜǘƘƛŎǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΧǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜ ǿŀǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦέ 
 
άLŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŜŘ ŀǎ ½ƛƴƪŜ 
using his office for personal gain, said Marilyn Glynn, who was acting director of the Office of 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 9ǘƘƛŎǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²Φ .ǳǎƘΦέ ώ.Ŝƴ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜ ŀƴŘ bƛŎƪ WǳƭƛŀƴƻΣ 
άNeighbors: Zinke houseguest impersonates secretary, calls U.S. Park Police to homeΣέ Politico, 
11/06/18; WǳƭƛŜǘ 9ƛƭǇŜǊƛƴΣ 5ŀǊǊȅƭ CŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛǎŀ wŜƛƴΣ άInterior Secretary Ryan Zinke called police 
on his neighbors Monday night in a kerfuffle outside his Capitol Hill homeΣέ Washington Post, 
11/06/18] 
 

Polarizing Political Insider Before Becoming  
Secretary of the Interior 

 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, praised Vladimir Putin. On Russia trying to help Donald Trump win the 
presidential election, Ryan Zinke said, "I think that's folly," before asking "what's the 
motive?" He went on to say, if a foreign country "ƘŀŎƪǎ ǳǎΧǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ 
retaliate." 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, said in reference to battling ISIS in Syria, "'Putin drops bombs.  We drop 
leaflets.'"  ώYǊƛǎǘƛƴŀ ²ƻƴƎΣ άNavy SEAL congressman volunteers for Wreaths Across AmericaΣέ 
The Hill, 12/13/15] 
 
On Russia trying to help Donald Trump win the presidential election, Ryan Zinke said, "I think 
that's folly.  At the end of the day, what's the motive?"  He added, "if someone hacks us, 
especially a foreign country, we have to immediately retaliate."  ώάCatch Ryan on Fox and 
Friends 12/13/16έ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƳŀƴ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜ όa¢ύ Ǿƛŀ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΣ όнΥпоύϐ 
 
Ryan Zinke called Hillary Clinton "' the antichrist'"  at a political fund-raiser. 
 
In 2014 "Ryan ½ƛƴƪŜΧcalled former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton the 'Antichrist' in 
ŀΧcampaign appearance, according to a local newspaper."  [Cameron Joseph, "House candidate 
calls Clinton 'Antichrist,'" The Hill, 01/31/14]  
 
"I was at a small fund-raiser in Bigfork, Mont. You give your little speech, and at the end of it 
they said, 'What are the candidates that you think are going to be on the Republican side?'  And 
they said, 'What about Hillary?' I said, 'You mean the Antichrist?'" [Emmarie Huetteman, "Ryan 
Zinke of Montana Brings Lessons from Navy SEALS to Washington," New York Times, 03/23/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke thinks Benghazi is worse than Watergate. 
 

https://www.politico.com/story/2018/11/06/zinke-secretary-police-call-930649
https://www.washingtonpost.com/energy-environment/2018/11/06/ryan-zinkes-house-guest-impersonated-secretary-monday-night-then-he-called-park-police-neighbors/?utm_term=.1cbf1acc649e
https://www.washingtonpost.com/energy-environment/2018/11/06/ryan-zinkes-house-guest-impersonated-secretary-monday-night-then-he-called-park-police-neighbors/?utm_term=.1cbf1acc649e
http://thehill.com/policy/defense/263057-navy-seal-congressman-volunteers-for-wreaths-across-america
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwsQhXm6g14&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwsQhXm6g14&t=3s
https://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box/197138-montana-gop-house-front-runner-calls-hillary-clinton-the-anti-christ
https://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box/197138-montana-gop-house-front-runner-calls-hillary-clinton-the-anti-christ
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/24/us/politics/ryan-zinke-of-montana-brings-lessons-from-navy-seals-to-washington.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/24/us/politics/ryan-zinke-of-montana-brings-lessons-from-navy-seals-to-washington.html
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Ryan Zinke, in 2013, said on his radio show, "I think" Benghazi "is much worse than Watergate 
in that no one was killed in Watergate. What we'ǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎΧƛǎ ŀ ǿƛƭƭŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ƭƛŜ ƛƴ 
deception of the American public." ["Commander Z Talks to former Navy SEAL and author 
Brandon Webb," Radio Active, 05/17/19, (3:00)] 
 
Ryan Zinke said in reference to President Obama, "'Řƻ L ǘƘƛƴƪΧǘƘƛǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŀƴΚ  
The answer is no.'"   Zinke thinks President Obama is "lawless" and acts unconstitutionally.  
He does not think President Obama is truthful and supported impeaching him. 
 
In 2015, Ryan Zinke responded to a man at a town hall meeting who said President Obama 
"gets away with what he does simply because of his skin color."  Zinke responded, "'I'm a 
Christian so I try not to hate anybody,'" adding, "'Řƻ L ǘƘƛƴƪΧǘƘƛǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŀƴΚ  ¢ƘŜ 
answer is no.'"  ώ5ŀǾƛŘ WŀȅΣ άZinke answers questions about health care, security and the 
Presidentέ KTVQ News via Archive.org, accessed 07/16/18] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2016, said after an audience member mentioned that he does not know 
President Obama's phone number, "Obama's number is 1-800-BAD-MAN." ώάCongressman Ryan 
Zinke Steamboat Institute Global Security SummitΣέ Rick Akin via YouTube, 01/24/16 (57:24)] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, said, "when my president gives a SOTU address, I want to say, 'yes, he's 
truthful.'  And right now, I'm not getting that."  ώάMontana's U.S. House seat debateΣέ Billing 
Gazette via YouTube, 06/10/14, (21:31)] 
 
At a 2014 debate Ryan Zinke said, "'I do believe we can put the president on the run.  He's had 
six years of doing his will to this country, and I believe that's intentional dismantling of 
American power both domestically and abroad.'"  He added, "'so is impeachment in the cards?  
Let's hope we have the votes.'"  The moderator, who was "not completely satisfied with Zinke's 
response, replied, 'Is that a yes or a no?'"  Zinke responded, "'Yes.'" ώ!ƳŀƴŘŀ ¢ŜǊƪŜƭΣ άMontana 
GOP House Candidates Push For Obama ImpeachmentΣέ Huffington Post, 06/02/14] 
 
In 2015 he said, "as clever as our founders were, and they were enormously clever, I don't think 
they ever perceived of a president that would be as lawless, and at times, unconstitutional, and 
yet so popular.  I'm often asked, 'well, just impeach the president,' and I go, 'well, look at the 
votes in the senate."  ώάTalk Back With Congressman Ryan Zinke and UM Law Proffessor Jeff 
RenzΣέ bŜǿǎǘŀƭƪ YD±h Ǿƛŀ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΣ όмнΥорύϐ 
 
Ryan Zinke regularly hosted a self-proclaimed "birther" and purveyor of conspiracy theories 
regarding President Obama on his radio show and described the man as "a worthy cause."  
Zinke continued, "Truth does matter.  Some things are worth fighting for."  Zinke also 
questioned whether President Obama said he was a foreigner on his college application. 
 
In 2013, Ryan Zinke had a self-described birther on his radio show.  Captain Larry Bailey said on 
the show, "one of my points of pride is that Obama, without using my name, said, 'one of the 
leaders of the military groups that are against us has identified himself as birther.'  That was 

http://radioactivebroadcasting.net/directory/item/128-commmander-z-5-16-13
http://radioactivebroadcasting.net/directory/item/128-commmander-z-5-16-13
https://web.archive.org/web/20150317191023/www.ktvq.com/story/28525057/zinke-answers-questions-about-health-care-security-and-the-president
https://web.archive.org/web/20150317191023/www.ktvq.com/story/28525057/zinke-answers-questions-about-health-care-security-and-the-president
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hbXlLYDjXg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hbXlLYDjXg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZw2hKx2dGnXOyxLsSsojUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67JnmmaUGXc&t=618s
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/%202014/06/02/ryan-zinke-impeachment_n_5432453.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/%202014/06/02/ryan-zinke-impeachment_n_5432453.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bzzbw5eXoNg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bzzbw5eXoNg
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me!  I did it."  Bailey then said that he was unable to get contributions from Karl Rove for his 
PAC, Special Operations Speak Out, because he is a birther. 
 
In response to Bailey's birther comments Ryan Zinke said, "and the college records.  Why not 
release them?  I'm interested.  Did he say he was a foreigner?  And did he get a scholarship?"  
Bailey then said a "black Muslim" with ties to the Saudi government arranged for President 
Obama to get admitted to Harvard, and that the Saudis paid his tuition.  In response, Zinke 
repeated that he wants to see President Obama's college transcripts. ["Commander Z with 
Capt. Larry Baily," Radioactive Broadcasting Network, 07/03/13, [20:00]]  
 
Bailey went on to say Dreams from My Real Father gives a "water tight case" that President 
Obama's father is not Barack Obama, Sr., but is in fact Frank Marshall Davis, who Bailey 
describes as "a pornographic member of the Communist party." ["Commander Z with Capt. 
Larry Baily," Radioactive Broadcasting Network, 07/03/13, [23:00]]  
 
During the interview, Ryan Zinke said to Bailey, "you're certainly a worthy cause for patriots out 
there.  Truth does matter.  Some things are worth fighting for." ["Commander Z with Capt. Larry 
Baily," Radioactive Broadcasting Network, 07/03/13, [25:00]] 
 
Ryan Zinke, while appearing on "The Birther Report," said President Obama "has been the 
worst in our history." 
 
Ryan Zinke appeared on a radio show called "The Birther Report" in March 2016. On the show, 
he said, "I think this president has been the worst in our history."  ["U.S. Rep. Ryan Zinke: 
Obama Impeachment; Cruz Article II Eligibility In Question," Birther Report on YouTube, 
03/09/16 [06:00]  
 
Ryan Zinke listens and appeared on a right-wing radio show sponsored by a wholesale 
survival business.  A Tea Party group advertised on the show on the day Zinke was on the 
show.  The ad called President Obama a Marxist who uses "Gestapo tactics."  The ad says 
"Hitler would be proud" of President Obama. 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2013, appeared on the Hagmann & Hagmann Report, which is a right-wing radio 
show sponsored by American Survival Wholesale.  American Survival Wholesale sells survival 
goods, such as green beans that will last "20 plus years."  The Hagmanns encourage listeners to 
buy these green beans because of "foreign entanglements, domestic unrest, economic 
uncertainty, and unemployment."   
 
An ad on this show sponsored by the 21st Century Tea Party Patriots on the day Zinke was on 
the show warned that "the Obama campaign has launched attack squads disguised as truth 
teams dedicated to silencing all political dissent carried over the Internet that criticizes the 
Marxist Obama."  The 21st Century Tea Party Patriots claim in the ad that the Obama campaign 
uses "Gestapo tactics."  The ad concludes that "Hitler would be proud" of President Obama.  

http://radioactivebroadcasting.net/directory/item/165-commander-z-with-capt-larry-baily
http://radioactivebroadcasting.net/directory/item/165-commander-z-with-capt-larry-baily
http://radioactivebroadcasting.net/directory/item/165-commander-z-with-capt-larry-baily
http://radioactivebroadcasting.net/directory/item/165-commander-z-with-capt-larry-baily
http://radioactivebroadcasting.net/directory/item/165-commander-z-with-capt-larry-baily
http://radioactivebroadcasting.net/directory/item/165-commander-z-with-capt-larry-baily
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-bie2WI2nw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-bie2WI2nw
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ώάTalk Back With Congressman Ryan Zinke and UM Law Proffessor Jeff RenzΣέ bŜǿǎǘŀƭƪ YD±h 
via YouTube, (12:35)] 
 
Ryan Zinke opposed providing fast-track authorization for the Trans Pacific Partnership [TPP] 
trade deal, because he does not trust President Obama "to make deals on behalf of the 
American people." 
 
The Trade Priorities and Accountability [TPA] Act was legislation to provide fast-track 
authorization of TPP.  Ryan Zinke, in 2015, released a statement claiming that he had 
maintained "ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢t! ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛƴΧώǘƘŜ Ǉrevious 
month] because he believes President Obama cannot be trusted to make deals on behalf of the 
American people."  However, Zinke added an amendment that would "create a bipartisan 
panel, selected by Congress," to "sit in the trade negotiations and report directly back to 
Congress."  He supported TPA with his amendment.  [Press Release, Ryan Zinke accessed via 
archive.org, 06/12/15; Tom Lutey, "Zinke changes course, supports presidential trade 
authority," Billings Gazette, 06/12/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke said, "'.ŀǊŀŎƪ hōŀƳŀΧƘƛƧŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ'"   These words, according to 
the Billings Gazette, are "polarizing and extreme." The Billings Gazette opined, "the most 
important thing in Zinke's mind isn't running the country and finding solutions; instead, it's 
finding someone who will stand up against Barack Obama. That's good if you're trying to 
pander to any already frenzied base. But, if Zinke really cared so much about the country, 
wouldn't his first priority be to find someone who will work with the President?" 
 
Ryan Zinke said, "'.ŀǊŀŎƪ hōŀƳŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘǎΧƘŀǾŜ ƘƛƧŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 
Constitution.'"  These words, according to the Billings Gazette, "seem polarizing and extreme." 
 
"The rhetoric employed by Zinke is an us-versus-them mentality that seems to have landed us 
in a constant cycle of shutdown threats.  
 
The most important thing in Zinke's mind isn't running the country and finding solutions; 
instead, it's finding someone who will stand up against Barack Obama.  That's good if you're 
trying to pander to any already frenzied base.  But, if Zinke really cared so much about the 
country, wouldn't his first priority be to find someone who will work with the President?" 
 
After all, "leadership is rising above politics to find solutions," the Billings Gazette concluded.  
ώάGazette Opinion: The shutdown caucuses and the politics of polarization," Billings Gazette, 
09/30/15] 
 
In 2016, after the shootings of police officers in Dallas and Baton Rouge, Ryan Zinke said, "I 
mean two weeks ago, when you were in an elevator with a black guy τ not even a second 
look, right?  Now you get in an elevator with a black guy and a policeman, something's 
changed in how you view that small trip up the elevator." 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bzzbw5eXoNg
https://web.archive.org/web/20150907214103/https:/zinke.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ag-community-senator-daines-chamber-commerce-conservatives-defense
https://billingsgazette.com/news/government-and-politics/zinke-changes-course-supports-presidential-trade-authority/article_f7719e22-85ce-5a23-a2b4-b1831badc511.html
https://billingsgazette.com/news/government-and-politics/zinke-changes-course-supports-presidential-trade-authority/article_f7719e22-85ce-5a23-a2b4-b1831badc511.html
https://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/editorial/gazette-opinion/gazette-opinion-the-shutdown-caucus-and-the-politics-of-polarization/article_a3ed63db-a290-55ae-ab1e-441141a5de6b.html
https://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/editorial/gazette-opinion/gazette-opinion-the-shutdown-caucus-and-the-politics-of-polarization/article_a3ed63db-a290-55ae-ab1e-441141a5de6b.html
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In July 2016, after the shootings of police officers in Dallas and Baton Rouge, Ryan Zinke said, "I 
mean two weeks ago, when you were in an elevator with a black guy τ not even a second look, 
right?  Now you get in an elevator with a black guy and a policeman, something's changed in 
how you view that small trip up the elevator."  He also said "the fabric of America is being 
stretched and hey, this thing could rip." ώWƻŜ tŜǊǘƛŎƻƴŜΣ άGOP Congressman: 'Something Has 
Changed' on Race Relations Since Dallas and Baton RougeΣέ LWwΣ лтκмуκмсϐ 
 
Ryan Zinke has taken campaign contributions from the founder of "a white supremacist 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎƛǘŜŘ ōȅΧ5ȅƭŀƴƴ wƻƻŦ" and from Richard Spencer, director of the National Policy 
Institute, which "bills itself as a think-tank dedicated to the 'heritage, identity, and future of 
European people.'"  
 
In 2014, "Earl Holt, the leader of the Council of Conservative Citizens, made a $500 donation to 
Zinke's election campaign."  The Council of Conservative Citizens is described as "a white 
supremacist group cited by Charleston" convicted church murderer Dylann Roof.  A manifesto 
"purportedly written by Roof says he learned about 'brutal black on white murders' from the 
Council of Conservative Citizens website."  Zinke's spokesperson said he would donate the 
money "to a fund set up for the families of the victims of the Charleston shooting."   
 
Zinke also received a $500 donation "from Richard Spencer, director of the National Policy 
Institute now based in Whitefish that bills itself as a think-tank dedicated to the 'heritage, 
identity, and future of European people.'" Zinke's spokesperson said he would also donate this 
$500. [άZinke to donate funds from white supremacistΣέ Associated Press, 06/22/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke endorsed Taylor Rose, a Montana state legislative candidate who was "deeply 
active in white nationalism." Rose was affiliated with Youth for Western Civilization [YWC], 
"a now-defunct college organization" that the Southern Poverty Law Center [SPLC] called "'an 
overt white nationalist organization with multiple connections to white supremacists.'"  
Taylor also authored a book in which he "refers to Islamic peoples as 'third worlders with 
barbaric practices.'"  The book was "promoted by the League of the South," which SPLC called 
a "'neo-Confederate hate group.'"  Ryan Zinke's photo was featured on a Taylor Rose 
campaign pamphlet, with a quote from Zinke that said, "I need you to send great leaders like 
Taylor Rose to Helena." Zinke later said he did not endorse the candidate.  
 
Ryan Zinke endorsed Taylor Rose, who "has been deeply active in white nationalism." [Keegan 
Hankes, "Meet the New Wave of Extremists Gearing Up for the 2016 Elections," Southern 
Poverty Law Center, 10/19/15] 
 
"Republican House District 3 candidate Taylor Rose's past affiliations with controversial and 
allegedly nationalist or white-supremacist organizations have raised alarms by watchdog groups 
as election day draws near. But Rose denies he, or the groups, have any such bias and he's 
simply being attacked by left-wing organizations. One group Rose was affiliated with was Youth 
for Western Civilization, a now-defunct college organization. Rose served as vice president of 
the YWC chapter at his Alma mater, Liberty University, a private conservative Christian college 

https://ijr.com/2016/07/653093-ryan-zinke-race-relations/
https://ijr.com/2016/07/653093-ryan-zinke-race-relations/
http://billingsgazette.com/news/government-and-politics/zinke-to-donate-funds-from-white-supremacist/article_06a0fffd-a963-55b5-b5c0-aebe5b66d982.html
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2015/10/19/meet-new-wave-extremists-gearing-2016-elections
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founded by the Reverend Jerry Falwell. The Southern Poverty Law Center, in an article Oct. 3 
called YWC 'an overt white nationalist organization with multiple connections to white 
supremacists" that 'often used code words such as "cultural identity" and "racial chauvinists" to 
disguise its racism, arguing that white people face rampant discrimination at the hands of 
multiculturalism.' The law center is a long-time anti hate group. Rose recently denied the 
groups are white supremacist." 
 
"Rose also authored a book in 2012 titled 'Return of the Right: How the Political Right is Taking 
Back Western Civilization.' ώΧϐ Lƴ ŀ chapter titled Return of the Crusader and the Response to 
Islamism, Rose refers to Islamic peoples as 'third worlders with barbaric practices.' Rose accuses 
Islamists of 'hostile protest against traditional UK institutions' and equates all demonstrators 
with terrorism, writing 'mosques that produce such "activists" [terrorists]... are located inside 
the UK.'" The book was promoted by the League of the South, which identifies itself as a 
Southern Nationalist organization. In the group's Core Beliefs Statement, League of the South 
says 'we stand for our own sublime cultural inheritance and seek to separate ourselves from 
the cultural rot that is American culture.' But the Southern Poverty Law Center, in a recent 
article on Rose's affiliations, called League of the South a 'neo-Confederate hate group.'" 
 
Taylor Rose was "vetted by the Flathead Republican Central Committee. He said was endorsed 
by Republican Congressman Ryan Zinke, as well as a number of senators and representatives. 
But when the Hungry Horse News contacted Zinke's campaign, it said it did not endorse Rose." 
[Anna Arvidson, "Southern Poverty Law Center calls out Taylor Rose," Hungry Horse News, 
10/26/16] 
 
Ryan Zinke's photo was featured on a Taylor Rose campaign pamphlet, with a quote from Zinke 
that said, "I need you to send great leaders like Taylor Rose to Helena." [Denise Juneau for 
Congress, Press Release, 10/28/16] 
 

 
 

http://www.hungryhorsenews.com/article/20161026/ARTICLE/161029988
https://denisejuneau.com/fact-check-zinke-lies-to-press-about-endorsement-of-white-supremacist/
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Ryan Zinke has taken several photos with Sebastian Gorka, "a former Breitbart editor with 
Islamophobic views and ties to neo-Nazi extremists." 
 
On July 25, 2017, Sebastian Gorka tweeted a photo of himself and Ryan Zinke on Air Force One. 
[Tweet by Sebastian Gorka, 07/25/17, accessed 08/24/17]   

 
 
On August 23, 2017, Kenneth P. Vogel tweeted a photo of Ryan Zinke and Sebastian Gorka. 
[Tweet by Kenneth P. Vogel, 08/23/17, accessed 08/24/17]   
 

 
 

https://twitter.com/SebGorka/status/890032571983294465
https://mobile.twitter.com/kenvogel/status/900427905599238145
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Sebastian Gorka is "a former Breitbart editor with Islamophobic views and ties to neo-Nazi 
extremists." "During the decade and a half Gorka spent in Hungary, he was enmeshed in a web 
of ultraright, anti-Semitic and even Nazi-like parties, politicians and media outlets." [Bob 
Dreyfuss, "Sebastian Gorka, the West Wing's Phony Foreign-Policy Guru," Rolling Stone, 
08/10/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke, "when asked about those attempting to destroy or remove Confederate 
monuments," told Breitbart News that "'history is important' and it should not be rewritten." 
He advocated for "' recognizing that two sides fought'"  in the Civil War and "' recognizing [the] 
historical significance of a change in our country.'"   
 
"U.S. Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke told Breitbart News that 'history is important' and it should 
not be rewritten when asked about those attempting to destroy or remove Confederate 
monuments while touring Antietam National Battlefield on Wednesday in western Maryland." 
He said, "'As an example, what did the battle of Antietam bring us? One is that it was the 
deadliest battle in the history of our country. But also, one could argue successfully, it also 
ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ώΧϐ {ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
ōŀǘǘƭŜŦƛŜƭŘ ώΧϐ wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǿƻ ǎƛŘŜǎ ŦƻǳƎƘǘΣ recognizing [the] historical significance of a 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΧ ǎƻ L'm an advocate for recognizing history as it is. Don't rewrite history. 
Understand it for what it is and teach our kids the importance of looking at our magnificent 
history as a country and why we are who we are.'"  [Amanda House, "Ryan Zinke: Activists 
Shouldn't 'Rewrite History' by Removing Confederate Monuments," Breitbart, 07/05/17] 
 
Breitbart is a "conservative news site" that executive chairman Steve Bannon has called a 
"'platform for the alt-right.'" ["The Latest: Steve Bannon returns to Breitbart News site," The 
Washington Post, 08/19/17; David Weigel, "Steve Bannon may be out, but the 'alt-right' says 
their movement will continue," Washington Post, 08/18/17]  
 
Ryan Zinke thinks controversial Congressman Louie Gohmert is "a terrific guy" and "his 
message needs to be heard." 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, said, "I had Louie Gohmert with me because I think his message needs to 
be heard.  I don't agree with everything Louie says, but I think he's a terrific guy." 
[Representative Ryan Zinke Open Phones July 31, accessed via Youtube, 08/05/15 (11:00)] 
 
Former Speaker of the House John Boehner held fund-raisers for Ryan Zinke. 
 
In 2015 "outgoing Speaker of the House John Boehner reportedly highlighted fundraisers in the 
Bozeman and Whitefish areas" for Ryan Zinke. [Mike Jopek, "Governing vs. Campaigning," 
Flathead Beacon, 10/28/15] 
 
Following Hurricane Maria, "Puerto Rico turned to a little-known Montana company," 
Whitefish Energy Holdings LLC, "to restore power rather than rely on a vast network of public 
power companies that usually comes to the rescue after disasters." Puerto Rico's government 

http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/features/sebastian-gorka-the-west-wings-phony-foreign-policy-guru-w496912
http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2017/07/05/interior-sec-ryan-zinke-on-effort-to-remove-confederate-monuments-dont-rewrite-history/
http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2017/07/05/interior-sec-ryan-zinke-on-effort-to-remove-confederate-monuments-dont-rewrite-history/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/the-latest-steve-bannon-returns-to-breitbart-news-site/2017/08/19/3562b614-8494-11e7-9e7a-20fa8d7a0db6_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/steve-bannon-may-be-out-but-the-alt-right-says-their-movement-will-continue/2017/08/18/403a248c-843f-11e7-b359-15a3617c767b_story.html?utm_term=.446bac231bbf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/steve-bannon-may-be-out-but-the-alt-right-says-their-movement-will-continue/2017/08/18/403a248c-843f-11e7-b359-15a3617c767b_story.html?utm_term=.446bac231bbf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJDGT-xqti0
https://flatheadbeacon.com/2015/10/28/governing-vs-campaigning/
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awarded the contract in an "irregular way." The "public power association" confirmed that it 
"bypassed its vast resources by awarding the contract to Whitefish." The Interior Department 
suggested that Ryan Zinke did not have a professional relationship with Whitefish Energy, but 
when Zinke was in Congress he did numerous favors for the company. 
 
"Facing the destruction of almost its entire electrical grid after Hurricane Maria, Puerto Rico 
turned to a little-known Montana company," Whitefish Energy Holdings LLC, "to restore power 
rather than rely on a vast network of public power companies that usually comes to the rescue 
after disasters." [Marcus Stern, "Puerto Rico Turns to Unproven Montana Company for Massive 
Power Restoration Job, But No One Knows Why," The Weather Channel, 10/17/17] 
 
Whitefish Energy, a "Whitefish-ōŀǎŜŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΧ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ŀ Ϸолл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƻ 
restore electricity to Puerto Rico in the wake of Hurricane Maria." The contract spurred 
"questions from government agencies and Congress about why the 2-year-old operation from 
Montana was selected over larger, more experienced providers." The company has also "come 
under fire because of alleged ties to Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke, whose hometown is 
Whitefish." [Mackenzie Reiss, "Questions Arise About Whitefish Company's Puerto Rico 
Contract," Daily Inter Lake, 10/24/17] 
 
On October 1, 2017, NBC Montana reported that Whitefish Energy Holdings would be "working 
to restore power in Puerto Rico after the island was devastated by Hurricane Maria." At the 
time, the company's CEO, Andy Techmanski, had "been in touch with Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke to try to free up more resources" for the project. [McKayla Haack, "Whitefish Energy 
working on Puerto Rico power grid," NBC Montana, 10/01/17] 
 
Heather Swift, Secretary Zinke's spokesperson, has defended Secretary Zinke's relationship with 
Whitefish Energy CEO Andy Techmanski. According to Swift, "'The Zinkes and the Techmanskis 
know each other because they both live in a small town [population 6,000] where everyone 
knows everyone, and his son joined a friend who worked a summer job at one of their 
construction sites.'" [Mackenzie Reiss, "Questions Arise About Whitefish Company's Puerto Rico 
Contract," Daily Inter Lake, 10/24/17] 
 
However, their relationship is more nuanced than was suggested by Heather Swift. 
 
When he was a Congressman, Zinke's then-district director for the Flathead Valley, John Fuller, 
"represent[ed] Zinke's office during negotiations with Whitefish Energy and one of its investors, 
Brazilian-based Comtrafo. Comtrafo and Flathead Energy's Andy Techmanski were proposing 
using the C-FAC superfund site in Columbia Falls as a transformer manufacturing plant." [David 
Winter, "Zinke connection to Whitefish Energy," KULR, 10/30/17] 
 
Also as a Congressman, Ryan Zinke reached out to Columbia Falls City Manager Susan Nicosia 
"about the project" to build a "transformer manufacturing plant at the former Columbia Falls 
Aluminum Co. site," that Whitefish Energy wanted to build. Zinke also wrote a letter to 

https://weather.com/news/news/puerto-rico-power-whitefish
https://weather.com/news/news/puerto-rico-power-whitefish
http://www.nbcmontana.com/news/keci/whitefish-energy-working-on-puerto-rico-power-grid/629158601
http://www.nbcmontana.com/news/keci/whitefish-energy-working-on-puerto-rico-power-grid/629158601
https://www.dailyinterlake.com/local_news/20171024/questions_arise_about_whitefish_companys_puerto_rico_contract
https://www.dailyinterlake.com/local_news/20171024/questions_arise_about_whitefish_companys_puerto_rico_contract
http://www.kulr8.com/story/36722429/zinke-connection-to-whitefish-energy
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Governor Steve Bullock about the site. [Seaborn Larson, "Energy Company Considering Flathead 
for New Plant," Daily Inter Lake, 12/16/16; Ryan Zinke to Steve Bullock, 03/04/15] 
 
In addition, Columbia Falls City Manager Susan Nicosia, noted "that U.S. Rep. Ryan Zinke's office 
has already reached out to her about the project." [Seaborn Larson, "Energy Company 
Considering Flathead for New Plant," Daily Inter Lake, 12/16/16] 
 

Land and Related Issues Before Becoming  
Interior Secretary 

 
When asked about drilling for fossil fuels on public lands, Ryan Zinke, in January 2017, said 
"we need an economy and jobs, too." He said he was an "all-of-the-above" energy advocate. 
He continued, we "have to understand that we need an economy" and that "energy is a part 
of that economy."  
 
Zinke said on drilling for fossil fuels on public lands: "[a]gain, we need an economy and jobs, 
too." When Senator Bernie Sanders told Zinke "I'm taking your answer to be yes, we should 
allow fossil fuel to be drilled on public lands," Zinke responded "I'm an all-of-the-above energy -
- and I want to be honest with you. I'm all-of-the-above." [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17] 
 
Zinke, after saying that he was a strong supporter of NEPA, said that "we also have to 
understand that we need an economy" and that "energy is a part of that economy." [U.S. 
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17] 
 
In discussing energy policy and regulation, Zinke said "I think we need to be prudent, and 
always, I think we need to review things to make sure we are doing it right. Because over time, 
the government keeps on getting bigger and bigger, the bureaucracy gets larger and larger, and 
we can't get something done.  And I think we do as a nation, should look at everything with an 
objective eye to get things done." [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, 
Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17] 
 
Zinke said, "I know that energy production in accordance with reasonable regulation here in the 
United States is preferable to energy production with little or no regulation elsewhere." [U.S. 
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Questionnaire, Ryan Zinke, 01/17/17] 
 
On energy production, Zinke said, "we have to think globally on it, and it is better, and I've said 
this once before, but it is better to produce energy in America under reasonable regulation and 
get better over time than to watch it be produced overseas with no regulation.  That is 
undisputable." [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 
01/17/17] 
 

http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-476a16a2-c402-11e6-9e0d-d7bb58da643a.html
http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-476a16a2-c402-11e6-9e0d-d7bb58da643a.html
http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-476a16a2-c402-11e6-9e0d-d7bb58da643a.html
http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-476a16a2-c402-11e6-9e0d-d7bb58da643a.html
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Ryan Zinke favored reforming the Antiquities Act, which he thinks has been abused. 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2016, said, "I think a monument, unfortunately, has to be changed ς the rule, the 
ƭŀǿΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǿŀǎΧǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭƛȊŜ ƛǘ 
for generations.  But it wasn't intended to be a land grab, and the problem is we have a 
president who is intent on doing that." ώάUS Congressional GOP Candidate Debate MT AT 
LargeΣέ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ tǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ Ǿƛŀ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΣ лпκнлκмс όмΥнсΥофύϐ 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, cosponsored a bill to "limit presidential monuments to 5,000 acres or 
less," ban them in parts of the West, and prohibit a president from designating or expanding 
a national monument without approval from "each community, county, municipality, city, 
town, or township with boundaries within or adjacent to the land affected by the 
designation," as well as approval from "the wildlife management and land management 
authorities and the governor of each state."  Opponents said the bill would "require an 
unattainable level of public input and local approval conditions for the establishment of new 
national monuments."  
 
Ryan Zinke, on November 5, 2015, became an original cosponsor of H.R. 3946, which was a bill 
to prohibit a president from designating or expanding a national monument "unless within one 
year before a designation the Department of the Interior consults with each community, 
county, municipality, city, town, or township with boundaries within or adjacent to the land 
affected by the designation" and obtains "concurrence for the designation from the governing 
body" in each municipality.  The Department of the Interior would also need to gain 
concurrence from "the wildlife management and land management authorities and the 
governor of each state."  The bill would "require property owners to consent to monument 
designations if their land would be surrounded by monument land," and "would bar a new 
monument where local residents opposed it."  It "would limit presidential monuments to 5,000 
acres or less."  The bill would also prohibit "national monument designations within 18 western 
counties."  
 
The bill's sponsor, Representative Paul Gosar, said that people living near national monuments 
"'deserve to have a strong voice regarding the use of public land near their communities,'" but 
opponents say the bill would "require an unattainable level of public input and local approval 
conditions for the establishment of new national monuments." ώ{Ƙŀǳƴ aŎYƛƴƴƻƴΣ άWhat's 
rocking Sedona? A red rock monument, Obama, and a fistfightέ The Republic, 12/9/15, Jenny 
wƻǿƭŀƴŘΣ άCenter for American Progress  | The Rise to Power of the Congressional Anti-parks 
Caucus The Rise to Power of the Congressional Anti-parks CaucusΣέ Center for American 
Progress, 04/11/16] 
 
In his confirmation hearing, Ryan Zinke said that when it comes to monument designation, 
"[i]f the state is upset about a monument, and they had a plan that's different from what was 
ς what was done, then I think we should defer a lot of that to the state." He also said in his 
confirmation hearing that when it comes to creating a national monument under the 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
http://www.azcentral.com/story/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/08125913/2AntiParks-brief.pdf
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/08125913/2AntiParks-brief.pdf
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Antiquities Act, "I view it as absolutely critical to have state and local support on a monument 
that they are ς they participate in."   
 
Zinke said, "I think, a monument, when it falls in a state, I think the state should have a say on 
it.  To me, I've always kind of considered monuments, as I drive across Montana, pretty big 
state, between here and Chicago plus two miles.  When you see a sign that says monument, 
generally, it's a -- I always envisioned as a battlefield, a location that deserves special 
recognition.  Larger monuments that are millions of acres that don't have support of the 
community, you know, there's no doubt the President has the authority to amend a 
monument.  It's always in the papers.  It will be interesting to see whether the President has 
the authority to nullify a monument." [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17]   
    
Zinke said that, when it comes to monument designation, "[i]f the state is upset about a 
monument, and they had a plan that's different from what was -- what was done, then I think 
we should defer a lot of that to the state." [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17]        
 
Zinke said that, when it comes to creating a national monument under the Antiquities Act "I 
view it as absolutely critical to have state and local support on a monument that they are -- 
they participate in.  In the case of Salt Lake or Utah, I'm concerned about the schools and the 
funding mechanism to the schools are -- that's been largely taken away, as I understand.  So 
that's a concern. But if you -- if you start at the local community level, the grassroots, and you 
build, and there'ǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΧ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
process is go out, get community support, make sure your governor and your elected leaders 
are behind you, and then petition -- talk to the president who makes a decision, and everyone 
should be on the same page, or at least about on the same page." [U.S. Senate Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17]        
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, co-signed a letter in opposition to creating the Grand Canyon Watershed 
National Monument, arguing that a national monument designation would be "locking these 
lands away from public access" and would "be a step backwards."   
 
On February 18, 2015, Ryan Zinke and 24 other members of Congress sent a letter to President 
Barack Obama asking that he not use "an Executive Order to declare the Grand Canyon 
Watershed a National Monument," arguing that the two million acres inside the Grand Canyon 
Watershed were "already managed with great success through cooperation between federal 
and state agencies" and that these lands did not "need the additional layer of bureaucracy and 
restrictions that a National Monument designation would bring."  They argued that a national 
monument designation would be "locking these lands away from public access" and would "be 
a step backwards." [Letter to President Barack Obama, 02/18/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke, on January 3, 2017, voted to "ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŦƻǊΧ/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǘo cede federal control 
of public lands" by changing "the way Congress calculates the cost of transferring federal 
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lands to the states." The provision he voted for would prohibit Congress from considering the 
revenue lost "from energy production, logging, recreation or other uses" when it calculates 
the price of a land transfer bill by stating that "any legislation to dispose of public lands and 
natural resources would cost taxpayers exactly $0." 
  
Ryan Zinke, on January 3, 2017, voted to pass H. Res. 5, which was a rules package that included 
a provision that "changed the way Congress calculates the cost of transferring federal lands to 
the states."  This provision "will make it easier for members of the new Congress to cede 
federal control of public lands."  The provision will prohibit Congress from considering the 
revenue lost "from energy production, logging, recreation or other uses" when it calculates the 
price of a land transfer bill by stating that "any legislation to dispose of public lands and natural 
resources would cost taxpayers exactly $0."  It would allow Congress to "give federal lands to 
states without offsetting the spending cost" by removing "a procedural hurdle public lands 
advocates had come to rely on." [House Vote 6, H. Res. 5, 01/03/17, H. Res. 5- Adopting rules 
for the One Hundred Fifteenth Congress, U.S. House of Representatives, 01/02/17, Timothy 
/ŀƳŀΣ άHouse GOP moves to ease federal land transfersΣέ The Hill, 01/03/17, Juliet Eilperin, 
άHouse GOP rules change will make it easier to sell off federal landΣέ Washington Post, 
01/03/17, NƛŎƻƭŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜΣ άThe House just made it a lot easier to sell off national parksΣέ 
ThinkProgressΣ лмκрκмтΤ 9Ƴƛƭȅ ¸ŜƘƭŜ ŀƴŘ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ ¸ŀŎƘƴƛƴΣ άZinke scares greens by backing rule 
to ease land transfers," E&E News, 1/5/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke said he "'will not tolerate selling our public lands,'"  but he has been for and 
against transferring federal land to states.  He thinks Montana manages public lands better 
than the federal government. 
 
"In January 2015, Congressman Zinke told the Montana State Legislature, 'I will not tolerate 
selling our public lands.'" ώάPublic LandsΣέ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƳŀƴ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ Ǿƛŀ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜΦƻǊƎ 
07/17/18] 
 
In July 2016, Zinke "resigned his position as a [Republican] party delegate, telling the Billings 
Gazette that he disagrees with his party's platform position that says federal public lands 
should be transferred to the states." ώάRep. Zinke, GOP Delegate Share Disagreement With 
Party PlatformΣέ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ tǳōƭƛŎ wŀŘƛƻΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ лтκмтκмуϐ 
 
However, during his 2012 campaign for lieutenant governor Ryan Zinke signed the "Montana 
Constitutional Governance Pledge that calls for turning federal land over to the states."  ώάNeil 
Livingstone is the first Montana candidate to sign the Montana Constitutional Governance 
PledgeΣέ tƻƭȅaƻƴǘŀƴŀΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΦƻǊƎΣ лтκмтκмуΤ WƻƘƴ !ŘŀƳǎΣ Ϧ[ŜǿƛǎΩ ŀŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƛƳ ŀǘ 
½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ land recordΣέ Great Falls Tribune, 10/06/14] 
 
In 2014, Ryan Zinke said on Montana's management of its state lands, "from every side the 
state is doing a better job and we have to look at why and what's the state doing that the feds 
aren't doing." [Tom YǳƎƭƛƴΣ άTransferring federal lands to Montana: Political theater or a viable 
option?Σέ Billings Gazette, 08/31/14] 

http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2017/roll006.xml
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20170102/BILLS-115hres5-PIH-FINAL.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20170102/BILLS-115hres5-PIH-FINAL.pdf
http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/312582-house-gop-moves-to-ease-federal-land-transfers
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/01/03/house-gop-rules-change-would-make-it-easier-to-sell-off-federal-land/?utm_term=.d13d0398e02e
https://thinkprogress.org/house-officially-says-parks-have-no-value-3e5c588867fd/
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:LVePVTZg7koJ:https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060047915+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:LVePVTZg7koJ:https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060047915+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us
https://web.archive.org/web/20170126072210/https:/zinke.house.gov/issues/public-lands
http://mtpr.org/post/rep-zinke-gop-delegate-share-disagreement-party-platform
http://mtpr.org/post/rep-zinke-gop-delegate-share-disagreement-party-platform
https://web.archive.org/web/20120619030231/http:/polymontana.com/?p=7413
https://web.archive.org/web/20120619030231/http:/polymontana.com/?p=7413
https://web.archive.org/web/20120619030231/http:/polymontana.com/?p=7413
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/politics/2014/10/06/lewis-ad-takes-aim-zinkes-public-land-record/16836489/
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/politics/2014/10/06/lewis-ad-takes-aim-zinkes-public-land-record/16836489/
https://billingsgazette.com/news/local/government-and-politics/transferring-federal-lands-to-montana-political-theater-or-a-viable/article_e003cc95-fe51-501e-9725-653d436ed8f8.html
https://billingsgazette.com/news/local/government-and-politics/transferring-federal-lands-to-montana-political-theater-or-a-viable/article_e003cc95-fe51-501e-9725-653d436ed8f8.html
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Ryan Zinke, in 2014, said, "aƻƴǘŀƴŀ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎΧŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ 
Service." 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, said, "Montana manages the forests, our forests, a lot better.  You can ask 
all sides. aƻƴǘŀƴŀ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎΧŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ" ώάZinke, 
1/30/14, Hometown Helena Part 2Σέ ƳǘŀƭǊŀǿŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ Ǿƛŀ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΣ лнκлоκмп όлнΥллύϐ 
 
Ryan Zinke said that he supports allowing state and local governments to manage federal 
public lands and that "federal ownership and local management can provide the proper 
balance among interests and be a viable model for management of certain federal lands." In 
his confirmation hearing, he said that in many Bureau of Land Management [BLM] decisions 
"we've been too heavy handed." On returning some conservation jurisdiction back to the 
states he said that generally "those living on the ground are in a better position and we 
should be an advocate and a partner in this rather than heavy handed and just dictate terms, 
particularly when we don't have a number."  
 
Zinke said that he supports allowing state and local governments to manage federal public 
lands because "local and state officials will be more aware and respectful of the interests of 
their local constituents and that land will be managed differently based on local 
considerations." He also believes that "federal ownership and local management can provide 
the proper balance among interests and be a viable model for management of certain federal 
lands." [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Questionnaire, Ryan Zinke, 
01/17/17] 
 
Zinke said, in terms of BLM decisions, "I think in many cases we've been too heavy handed as a 
nation and there's a separation between those living in the land and those managing it and 
unfortunately a lot of times those managing it, decisions are made here." [U.S. Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17]   
 
Zinke said, on returning some conservation jurisdiction back to the states, "[g]enerally, those 
living on the ground are in a better position and we should be an advocate and a partner in this 
rather than heavy handed and just dictate terms, particularly when we don't have a number." 
[U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17] 
 
Zinke said public land decisions should "be close to the land, and in some instances, in Utah, 
where you have 67 percent is BLM.  You could [have] different management schemes on it." 
[U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17]  
 
Ryan Zinke voted to slash funding for public lands. 
 
Ryan Zinke, on July 8, 2015, voted for an amendment that would have implemented one 
percent across-the-board spending cuts to the Department of the Interior, Environment, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, which "would have forced 'across the board cuts on 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RrZWoAyT9Ws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RrZWoAyT9Ws
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funding for public lands.'" [Roll Call Vote 407, Clerk.house.gov, 07/08/15; H. Amdt. 589, 
Congress.gov, 114th Congress; Pat Bellinghausen, "Gazette opinion: Montana loses if 
conservation fund sunsets," Billings Gazette, 06/19/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, said he is "concerned about the federal government's role in the 
conservation process." He thinks the Bureau of Land Management's plan for sage grouse 
management undermines "' the authority of sovereign states to manage [their] own land'"  
and withdraws too much "' land that has the potential for natural resource development.'"   
 
Ryan Zinke opposed the Bureau of Land Management's plan for Sage Grouse management, 
saying in a 2015 press release, "'once again the Obama Administration is undermining the 
authority of sovereign states to manage our own land, resources, and wildlife with one of their 
signature 'Washington knows best' plans.'"  Zinke said he supports "'a state-based plan that 
gives local stakeholders a seat at the table.'" [Press Release, Ryan Zinke accessed via archive.org 
05/28/15] 
 
He believes that "'the listing of the sage grouse as an endangered species is not warranted, and 
neither is another federal land grab.'" Zinke added that he was "'concerned about the federal 
government's role in the conservation process, specifically the withdrawal of ten million acres 
of land that has the potential for natural resource development. This multi-million acre land 
grab is aimed at shutting down Montana's energy economy. I firmly believe state-driven 
solutions are the best approach to create a middle ground to protect the species while ensuring 
energy development opportunities continue,'" he said. [Press Release, Ryan Zinke accessed via 
archive.org, 05/28/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in January 2017, said that management plans for the sage grouse should be 
deferred to local plans. 
 
Zinke says that "everybody loves the sage grouse," but management plans should be deferred 
local plans because "those living on the ground are in a better position and we should be an 
advocate and a partner in this rather than heavy handed and just dictate terms." [U.S. Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17] 
 
In November 2015, the Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission wrote to Ryan Zinke and 
asked him to oppose H.R. 974, the Yellowstone and Grand Teton Paddling Act. This legislation 
would allow "for the use of hand propelled vessels, such as canoes and kayaks, in sections of 
streams and rivers that flow through Yellowstone National Park and Grand Teton National 
Park." The Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission was concerned that the fiscal impact of the 
legislation would add to the "extreme financial pressure" the National Park Service faces and 
would also "adversely impact the last sanctuary of Yellowstone Cutthroat in the world." Zinke 
responded to their letter saying that he supported H.R. 974 because "we must consider long 
term approaches to improve the management, accessibility, and livelihood of our parks."  
 

http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2015/roll407.xml
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/114th-congress/house-amendment/589
https://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/editorial/gazette-opinion/gazette-opinion-montana-loses-if-conservation-fund-sunsets/article_7658e8e7-f535-5ebd-a856-32086ef15e84.html
https://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/editorial/gazette-opinion/gazette-opinion-montana-loses-if-conservation-fund-sunsets/article_7658e8e7-f535-5ebd-a856-32086ef15e84.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20160907051840/https:/zinke.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ryan-zinke-slams-blm-s-washington-knows-best-sage-grouse-plan
https://web.archive.org/web/20160907051840/https:/zinke.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ryan-zinke-slams-blm-s-washington-knows-best-sage-grouse-plan
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On November 12, 2015, the Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission wrote a letter urging Zinke 
to oppose H.R. 974, the Yellowstone and Grand Teton Paddling Act, legislation that would allow 
"for the use of hand propelled vessels, such as canoes and kayaks, in sections of streams and 
rivers that flow through Yellowstone National Park and Grand Teton National Park." The 
Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission was "very concerned this bill would lift existing 
protections and policies on hand-propelled vessels in most of Yellowstone and Grand Teton 
National Parks ς where existing management practices balance recreation and conservation." 
The Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission was concerned that the legislation, by profoundly 
changing "the management of Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Park's waterways" and 
requiring the National Park Service to "develop new regulations," would add to the "extreme 
financial Pressure" the National Park Service is currently facing. The agency was also concerned 
that the legislation would "adversely impact the last sanctuary of Yellowstone Cutthroat in the 
world."  
 
On December 01, 2015, Zinke wrote a response to the Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission. 
In his letter, Zinke said that he supported H.R. 974 because he believes "recreation and 
conservation efforts can and should go hand in hand" and "as we look to improve opportunities 
on our national lands, we must consider long term approaches to improve the management, 
accessibility, and livelihood of our parks." [Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Public Records Response, 11/12/15, Pages 10-11; Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks Public Records Response, 12/01/15, Page 9]   
 
In his confirmation testimony, Ryan Zinke said of the Stream Protection Rule, "we can do 
better." Zinke said a stream should, by definition, contain water and have interconnectivity. 
He said that the stream buffer rule was "problematic" because there was "no collaboration."  
 
On the Stream Protection Rule, Zinke says "we can do better." Zinke said a stream should, by 
definition, contain water and have interconnectivity. [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17] 
 
Zinke said the stream buffer rule is "problematic" because there was "no collaboration." [U.S. 
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17]        
 
In April 2016, Ryan Zinke, along with other members of Congress, sent a letter to the 
Environmental Protection Agency expressing "extreme concern" that the EPA funded 
"propaganda, advocacy, and lobbying efforts" through a website called "whatsupstream. 
com." The website encouraged visitors to "' take action'"  by encouraging Washington state 
legislators to support "stronger laws" protecting the health of water resources.  
 
Ryan Zinke, in April 2016, co-signed a letter to the Environmental Protection Agency expressing 
"extreme concern" that the EPA funded a "website and campaign" called 
"whatsupstream.com." The authors of the letter claimed that the EPA was "funding 
propaganda, advocacy, and lobbying efforts" because the EPA funded a website that "ha[d] a 
button at the top of its site directing visitors to 'take action'" by encouraging Washington State 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5410996-Montana-Department-of-Fish-Wildlife-and-Parks.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5410996-Montana-Department-of-Fish-Wildlife-and-Parks.html#document/p9
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legislators to support "'stronger laws protecting the health of our water resources in 
Washington'" and a specific policy for "'100-foot natural buffers between agriculture lands and 
streams.'" [Dan Newhouse et. al. to Gina McCarthy, 04/20/16] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in a 2016 letter, said he supported the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation's "efforts 
to acquire the 5,350 acre Dome Mountain Ranch in Park County, Montana" because the 
acquisition would help "wildlife range continuity" and because "the economic benefits of 
protecting the land under the state of Montana's management are enormous." 
 
On November 10, 2016, Zinke wrote a letter to David Allen, President and CEO of the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation, saying that he supported the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation's 
"efforts to acquire the 5,350 acre Dome Mountain Ranch in Park County, Montana." The land 
that would be acquired would later be "conveyed to the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, 
and Parks and join the existing Dome Mountain Wildlife Management Area." Zinke supported 
this effort because it helped "wildlife range continuity" and because "the economic benefits of 
protecting the land under the state of Montana's management are enormous." [Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks Public Records Response, 11/10/16, Page 44]  
 
Ryan Zinke opposed an EPA Superfund listing for the Columbia Falls Aluminum Company site, 
where there was "environmental contamination" near the Flathead River, which is "a fishery 
that includes the federally designated threatened bull trout and the federally sensitive west 
slope cutthroat trout."  Tests of the area "detected contaminants like cyanide, fluoride, and 
metals, such as arsenic, chromium, lead, and selenium."  Zinke said he was against a 
Superfund listing "since day one" and preferred "'a plan founded on private enterprise.'"   
 
In 2014 "tests turned up contaminates in the water on and near the Columbia Falls Aluminum 
Company site" near the Flathead River.  The tests "detected contaminants like cyanide, fluoride, 
and metals, such as arsenic, chromium, lead, and selenium." The Flathead River is "a fishery 
that includes the federally designated threatened bull trout and the federally sensitive west 
slope cutthroat trout." [Paige Sedgewick, "Contaminates found on Columbia Falls Aluminum Co. 
property," NBC Montana, 04/16/14; Justin Franz, "EPA, CFAC Finalize Agreement to Study 
Aluminum Plant Contamination," Flathead Beacon, 11/30/15] 
 
In 2015, Governor Steve Bullock called for EPA "to list the former Columbia Falls Aluminum 
Company [CFAC] plant on the Superfund National Priority List."  The "plant was in operation 
from 1955 until it closed in 2009."  Bullock said he was "'concerned that if this issue remains 
unaddressed, the contamination from the site is serious enough to pose long-term risks to the 
community and to Montana's environment, including the Flathead River.'" [Press Release, Steve 
Bullock, 02/18/15] 
 
Zinke was "vocal in his opposition to the Superfund listing."  He said, "'given EPA's track record 
of not being timely and efficient, I would prefer that we agree upon a plan founded on private 
enterprise to get it done quicker.'"  He continued, "'I think they need to sign a contract, that this 
is the process, and that contract should be between Glencore and the state of Montana or 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5410996-Montana-Department-of-Fish-Wildlife-and-Parks.html#document/p44
https://flatheadbeacon.com/2015/11/30/epa-cfac-finalize-agreement-to-study-aluminum-plant-contamination/
https://flatheadbeacon.com/2015/11/30/epa-cfac-finalize-agreement-to-study-aluminum-plant-contamination/
http://governor.mt.gov/newsroom/governor-bullock-calls-on-epa-to-list-shuttered-columbia-falls-aluminum-company-plant-on-national-priorities-list-of-superfund-sites
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another public entity.'"  [Sam Wilson, "Superfund Listing Proposed for Aluminum Plant," Daily 
Inter Lake, 03/24/15] 
 
Zinke also posted on Facebook, "as a Flathead native and resident I have been against a 
superfund listing since day one, advocating instead for a locally-driven solution to clean up the 
site.  I'm glad to see the EPA and CFAC finalize an agreement which will hold Glencore 
accountable and responsible.  While superfund sites often get stuck in bureaucratic purgatory 
and fail to produce results, I'm optimistic this local solution will revitalize the area."  [Facebook 
Post by Ryan Zinke (now deleted)]  
 
In 2016, the EPA announced that "it was adding the Columbia Falls Aluminum Company 
property to the Superfund program's National Priorities List, designating it for critical cleanup 
among the nation's most contaminated sites." [Dillon Tablish, "Columbia Falls Aluminum 
Company Property Declared a Superfund Site," Flathead Beacon, 09/07/16] 
 
Ryan Zinke said in a letter to the Montana Department of Environmental Quality that he 
opposed the Columbia Falls Aluminum Company site being placed on the Superfund National 
Priority List because "ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘƭȅ ŘŜƭŀȅΧŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ" 
 
Ryan Zinke said in a letter sent in 2015 to the Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
that he opposed the Columbia Falls Aluminum Company site being placed on the Superfund 
National Priority List because "ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘƭȅ ŘŜƭŀȅ ƳǳŎƘ-needed economic 
development for the Columbia Falls area." [Ryan Zinke to the Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality, Montana Department of Natural Resources Public Records Response, 
03/04/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke believes that "fracking is safe." He said "he has seen no scientific evidence that 
fracking is environmentally dangerous" and that " it is bunk that fracking is environmentally 
unsound."    
 
Ryan Zinke has publicly claimed that "FRACKING IS SAFE." [Tweet by Ryan Zinke, accessed 
07/17/17] 
 
He said, "it is bunk that fracking is environmentally unsound.  There's no cases that I'm aware 
of, and I've looked at it deeply, where fracking has had any environmental damages." [Ryan 
Zinke, "THE Hagmann AND Hagmann Report 9 9 2013 0," YouTube, 09/10/13 (47:00)] 
 
"Zinke said he is a geologist and that he has seen no scientific evidence that fracking is 
environmentally dangerous." [Troy Carter, "Zinke: Lewis wrong on energy," Bozeman Daily 
Chronicle, 06/18/14] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, opposed the Department of the Interior's new fracking rules, which 
increase safety standards for hydraulic fracturing on public lands.  The regulations include 

https://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-ce8403a0-d25a-11e4-8491-0fd9ac21d15a.html
https://www.facebook.com/CongressmanRyanZinke/posts/772184049593117
https://www.facebook.com/CongressmanRyanZinke/posts/772184049593117
https://flatheadbeacon.com/2016/09/07/epa-declares-cfac-superfund-site/
https://flatheadbeacon.com/2016/09/07/epa-declares-cfac-superfund-site/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5411007-Sen-Zinke-Letter-to-Governor-Bullock-CFAC-and-NPL.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5411007-Sen-Zinke-Letter-to-Governor-Bullock-CFAC-and-NPL.html
https://twitter.com/RyanZinke/status/606511479588843520
https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/politics/article_%209acaff66-f67b-11e3-8238-001a4bcf887a.html
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"new standards for the construction of wells and the disposal of waste water in fracking 
conducted on federal land."  
 
In 2015, the Obama Administration announced "new rules on hydraulic fracking, the 
contentious process behind the U.S. natural gas boom."  The Department of Interior issued 
regulations that "include new standards for the construction of wells and the disposal of waste 
water in fracking conducted on federal land."  
 
Zinke "issued a statement" expressing his opposition to the proposed rule. "'This latest rule on 
hydraulic fracturing is just another example of government bureaucracy stifling Montana's 
ability to make tremendous economic strides on our federal lands,'" Zinke said. "'States already 
have technical structures in place to effectively regulate the industry. Our nation has the 
incredible opportunity to use our vast resources to create jobs and reduce our dependence on 
foreign oil, yet this decision is yet another barrier for everyone, from the producers to local 
residents.'"  ["Obama administration puts new rules on fracking," CNN accessed via archive.irg, 
03/20/15] 
 
Later, in 2015, Zinke voted against an amendment to the Department of the Interior, 
Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act that "sought to strike section 439 which 
prohibits use of funds to implement, administer, or enforce the final rule entitled 'Hydraulic 
Fracturing on Federal and Indian Lands' as published in the Federal Register." [H. Amdt.576 to 
H.R. 2822, United States House of Representatives, 114th Congress] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, said he thinks more gas can and should be extracted from Bureau of Land 
Management land. He said he wants "to speed up oil and gas drilling on lands managed by 
the federal Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Forest Service."  In 2015 he signed a 
letter to the Department of the Interior complaining that oil and gas lease sales were not 
being approved fast enough. 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, in response to a question about which Montana industries are threatened 
by "excessive government involvement," said, "with BLM, the gas industry.  There are a lot of 
gas wells out there we could potentially be drilling that we can't" because of BLM.   
ώάZinke, 1/30/14, Hometown Helena Part 2Σέ Ƴǘŀƭrawfootage via YouTube, 02/03/14]  
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, said that because a "large portion" of oil and gas deposits are "located 
beneath" Bureau of Land Management and Forest Service lands we need to ensure the "federal 
government isn't blocking leases and access and make sure that permits are being addressed in 
a timely manner." ["Power Our Economy: A Plan to Develop Montana's Abundant Energy 
Resources," Zinke for Congress accessed via archive.org, 07/30/14]  
 
He sought "to streamline permitting processes to speed up oil and gas drilling on lands 
managed by the federal Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Forest Service.  'The 
opportunity for energy independence in the short term remains primarily with fossil fuels, 
primarily driven by the shale play,' he said, referring to the shale oil found in the Bakken.'"  

https://web.archive.org/web/20150322151709/www.kbzk.com/story/28574747/obama-administration-puts-new-rules-on-fracking
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/114th-congress/house-amendment/576
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/114th-congress/house-amendment/576
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RrZWoAyT9Ws
https://web.archive.org/web/20150329064959/http:/ryanzinke.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Zinke-Energy-Plan-Power-Our-Economy.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20150329064959/http:/ryanzinke.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Zinke-Energy-Plan-Power-Our-Economy.pdf


Page 57 of 226 

 

[Matthew Brown and Lisa Baumann, "Montana's U.S. House candidates' energy plans reveal 
contrasts," Associated Press, 08/03/14]  
 
Zinke, in 2015, signed a letter to Janice Schneider, Assistant Secretary at the U.S. Department of 
the Interior, "expressing serious concerns with the Bureau of Land Management'ǎΧrepeated 
postponement of lease sales."  The letter "raised concerns about the appearance of significant 
influence from special interest and environmental groups, which prompted the BLM to 
postpone oil and gas lease sales in Arkansas and Michigan until March 2016, and sales in Utah 
until February 2016."  It also stated that the "postponed lease sales would be particularly 
beneficial to Arkansas, Michigan, Utah and the country because development of these 
resources help ensure the future of our country's energy security."  [Press Release, House 
Natural Resources, 12/16/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke sponsored a bill to "make mining and drilling easier on Indian reservations."  
 
In 2015, Ryan Zinke sponsored a bill to "make mining and drilling easier on Indian reservations."  
ώ¢ƻƳ [ǳǘŜȅΣ άZinke a key lawmaker in removing U.S. crude export banΣέ Billings Gazette, 
10/07/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke voted in committee for the Native American Energy Act, which was legislation to 
"exempt tribal lands from any regulations on hydraulic fracturing" and allow "environmental 
assessments required by the National Environmental Policy Act" to be "avoided." 
 
Ryan Zinke, on September 10, 2015, voted in the House Natural Resources Committee for H.R. 
538, the Native American Energy Act, which was legislation to "streamline the process of 
licensing energy projects on tribal lands" by "shortening the time for federal approvals and 
limiting public comment on environmental impacts." The bill would "prohibit payment of 
attorney's fees in lawsuits challenging energy projects on tribal lands," and it "would exempt 
tribal lands from any regulations on hydraulic fracturing." Additionally, under the legislation 
"environmental assessments required by the National Environmental Policy Act could be 
avoided." ώάH.R. 538Σέ IƻǳǎŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ±ƻǘŜΣ лфκмлκмрΤ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ aŎ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ 
άHouse OKs bill giving tribes more control over mineral resourcesΣέ Arizona Daily Sun, 10/09/15; 
wŜōŜŎŎŀ aƻǎǎΣ άTribal leaders, U.S. lawmakers discuss energy development, drawing protestΣέ 
Santa Fe New Mexican, 10/04/16] 
 
In his confirmation testimony, Ryan Zinke promised to help refill the Trans-Alaska-Pipeline 
System and "unleash America's $50 trillion in untapped shale, oil, and natural gas reserves." 
He also said that " if we want to check Russia, then let's do it with liquid natural gas." In his 
written responses to questions asked by senators he said that "the current situation with 
regard to the Dakota Access Pipeline is very challenging and unfortunate."  
 
Zinke promised to help refill Trans-Alaska-Pipeline System and "unleash America's $50 trillion in 
untapped shale, oil, and natural gas reserves." He also said "energy dominance" is a "strategic 

https://missoulian.com/news/local/montana-s-u-s-house-candidates-energy-plans-reveal-contrasts/article_cd64dbb4-1b69-11e4-8c74-0019bb2963f4.html
https://missoulian.com/news/local/montana-s-u-s-house-candidates-energy-plans-reveal-contrasts/article_cd64dbb4-1b69-11e4-8c74-0019bb2963f4.html
https://naturalresources.house.gov/newsroom/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=399762
https://billingsgazette.com/news/government-and-politics/zinke-a-key-lawmaker-in-removing-u-s-crude-export/article_c728bd73-7f2f-5ceb-a310-34bf96500557.html
http://www.cq.com/login?jumpto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cq.com%2Fdoc%2Fcommittees-2015091000329308%3F11
https://azdailysun.com/news/local/house-oks-bill-giving-tribes-more-control-over-mineral-resources/article_0759e18c-1c60-55b5-a1ff-71ad0390c08b.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/tribal-leaders-u-s-lawmakers-discuss-energy-development-drawing-protest/article_542ded4f-20e0-50e0-a9f0-905157353dad.html
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economic and foreign policy goal of the United States." [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources Questionnaire, Ryan Zinke, 01/17/17] 
 
Zinke said that "if we want to check Russia, then let's do it with liquid natural gas." [U.S. Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17] 
 
Zinke said "the current situation with regard to the Dakota Access Pipeline is very challenging 
and unfortunate. This country needs to build and operate infrastructure, and the permitting 
process for infrastructure needs to comply with all laws and regulations and be relatively 
predictable." [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Questionnaire, Ryan 
Zinke, 01/17/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke supports the building of the Keystone XL Pipeline. He sat on the board for a 
company with a financial interest in the pipeline.  
  
Ryan Zinke criticized President Obama's decision to reject the Keystone XL Pipeline. Zinke, "an 
original cosponsor of legislation to build the Keystone XL Pipeline" said, "'the President is 100 
percent wrong on Keystone.'" [Press Release, Ryan Zinke accessed via archive.org, 11/06/15] 
 
Zinke said the pipeline "'would help with energy independence, which has been a long standing 
goal for this country.  Our neighbors to the north are our closest allies, and have been.  There is 
no environmental, by our state department's own report, there is no significant environmental 
risk to it.'"  Zinke continued, "'I think we have turned our backs, to a degree, on Canada, and I 
think it's a travesty.'"  [Jon King, "Zinke, Daines Disappointes by Keystone XL 'Pause' Request, 
Blame Obama Administration," KGVO, 11/03/15]  
 
Zinke said, "the building of the Keystone XL Pipeline represents not only tens of thousands of 
jobs for Montana, but increased economic development up and down the United States."  
["Zinke responds to State of the Union Address," Hungry Horse News, 01/29/14] 
 
Ryan Zinke served on the Board of Directors of Save the World Air, Inc. [STWA] from December 
2012 through January 1, 2015. The company developed and commercialized "pipeline flow 
assurance technologies that improve the economics, safety, and efficiencies of crude oil 
extraction and transportation systems."  In other words, it is a "developer of applied solutions 
for oil and fuel delivery systems in the multi-billion dollar oil pipeline and diesel engine 
markets." [Press Release, Save the World Air, 12/14/12; Save the World Air Inc. Form 10-K, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, 2014; Press Release, Save the World Air, 11/25/13; Save 
the World Air, Press Release, 04/18/12] 
 
Ryan Zinke voted for legislation that would allow the Interior Secretary "to negotiate rights of 
way for natural gas pipelines across National Park System lands and require the designation 
of at least 10 such corridors within two years."  It would also "allow the Interior secretary to 
designate corridors without first completing the type of review required under the National 
Environmental Policy Act."  

https://web.archive.org/web/20160907030230/https:/zinke.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/zinke-president-s-rejection-keystone-it-s-just-wrong
http://newstalkkgvo.com/zinke-daines-disappointed-by-keystone-xl-pause-request-blame-obama-administration/
http://newstalkkgvo.com/zinke-daines-disappointed-by-keystone-xl-pause-request-blame-obama-administration/
http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/montana-state-senator-ryan-zinke-joins-stwas-board-of-directors-otcbb-zero-1737667.htm
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1103795/000101968715000976/stwa_10k-123114.htm
http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/greggory-m-bigger-named-stwa-chief-executive-officer-chairman-board-interim-otcqb-zero-1855959.htm
http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/stwa-builds-industry-interest-for-its-breakthrough-pipeline-efficiency-technology-otcbb-zero-1645369.htm
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Ryan Zinke, on June 11, 2015, voted in committee for H.R. 2295, which was a bill to "amend the 
Mineral Leasing Act to require the Department of Interior to identify and designate 'National 
Energy Security Corridors.'"  The legislation would allow the Interior Secretary "to negotiate 
rights of way for natural gas pipelines across National Park System lands and require the 
designation of at least 10 such corridors within two years."  Currently, it "takes an act of 
Congress every time a pipeline needs to cross federally-owned land."  This legislation would 
also "allow the Interior secretary to designate corridors without first completing the type of 
review required under the National Environmental Policy Act."  The bill passed out of 
committee 21 to 15, with 15 Democrats voting against it. ώάH.R. 2295Σέ IƻǳǎŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ±ƻǘŜΣ лсκммκмрΣ ŀƴŘ WŀǎƳƛƴ aŜƭǾƛƴΣ άIƻǳǎŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ ƳƻǾŜǎ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ-
of-ǿŀȅ ōƛƭƭ ŀƘŜŀŘΣέ Platts Gas Daily, 06/12/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, "warned against" increased regulations for offshore drilling. 
 
Ryan Zinke "warned against" increased regulations for offshore drilling.  He said, "'what we're 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΧŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜΣ ƳƻǊŜ 
bodies, more personnel, and pretty soon you have bird-watchers watching bird-watchers.'"  ["5 
years later: Industry responds, regulators lag behind, If BP's Macondo well blowout and 
catastrophic oil spill five years ago didn't scare the oil and gas industry straight, the loss of 50 
percent of its offshore workforce to retirement by 2018 certainly did," CBS 4 WWL, 04/21/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars from the oil and gas industry, and has 
defended those contributions, even name-dropping Haliburton and Oasis Petroleum as his 
"energy guys." 
 
Ryan Zinke's congressional campaigns have accepted in $345,136 from the oil and gas industry.  
Some of the top donors to Zinke's congressional campaigns include Oasis Petroleum, 
Haliburton, and the Red Apple Group.  [Based on Data from the Center for Responsive Politics] 
 
Ryan Zinke defended taking money from the "energy guys and the coal guys," name-dropping 
his big oil contributors like Haliburton and Oasis Petroleum. ["Ryan Zinke: Errand Boy for Big 
Oil," YouTube, 06/15/14] 
 
Ryan Zinke supported "increased coal production" and complained that the Obama 
administration was "fighting a more aggressive war against American coal than they are 
against ISIS." 
 
In response to the 2008 Political Courage Test administered by Project Vote Smart, Ryan Zinke 
wrote, "I support increased coal production for electrical generation and believe it can and 
should be done with adequate environmental safeguards." [Ryan Zinke's Issue Positions 
(Political Courage Test), Votesmart, accessed 12/04/18] 
 

http://www.cq.com/login?jumpto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cq.com%2Fdoc%2Fcommittees-2015061100327150%3F6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6T2ZIv3DqC4&feature=youtu.be&t=36s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6T2ZIv3DqC4&feature=youtu.be&t=36s
https://votesmart.org/candidate/political-courage-test/104073/ryan-zinke/#.XAbgUxNKiL5
https://votesmart.org/candidate/political-courage-test/104073/ryan-zinke/#.XAbgUxNKiL5
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Ryan Zinke, in 2015, wrote, the Obama administration is "fighting a more aggressive war against 
American coal than they are against ISIS." [Ryan Zinke, "Montana coal workers deserve a 
fighting chance," Great Falls Tribune, 07/10/15] 
 
In his written responses to questions asked by senators during the confirmation process, 
Ryan Zinke said the war on coal was "real." In his confirmation hearing, Zinke said that the 
Obama administration's temporary moratorium on new coal leasing on public lands was "a 
view from Washington, not a view from the states." Zinke also said he is "a strong 
proponent" of research and development for horizontal drilling, fracking, and coal. 
 
Zinke claimed that the war on coal was "real." [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17] 
 
Zinke said he had not reviewed the Obama Administration's temporary moratorium on new 
coal leasing on public lands while it assessed whether taxpayers were receiving a fair return for 
publicly-owned resources. [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
Questionnaire, Ryan Zinke, 01/17/17] 
 
Zinke said, "The moratorium I think was an example of [inaudible] one-size- fits-all.  It was a 
view from Washington, not a view from the states. Particularly, if you're a state such as 
Wyoming, you know, parts of Montana, West Virginia that -- where coal is important." Zinke 
implied that, like the president, he wants to "end" the war on coal and believes that "all of the 
above is the correct policy." [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Ryan 
Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17] 
 
Zinke said he is "a strong proponent" of research and development for horizontal drilling, 
fracking, and coal. [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke 
Hearing, 01/17/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke was a cosponsor and voted in committee for legislation to block the Office of 
Surface Mining [OSM] in the Department of the Interior from publishing new rules on 
mountaintop removal mining until OSM "conducts an 'industry impact' study," even if the 
new rules "are necessary to reduce lung cancer, heart or kidney disease or birth defects in 
mining communities." 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, was a cosponsor and voted in committee for H.R. 1644, which was 
legislation to "postpone" the Obama administration's "final rules on mountaintop removal 
ƳƛƴƛƴƎτ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳƛǘǎ ƻŦ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ōƭƻǿƴ ŀǇŀǊǘΣ ŜȄǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀƭ 
underneath," by blocking "Interior's Office of Surface Mining from implementing any new rule 
until it conducts an 'industry impact' study."  Under this legislation, OSM would "also have to 
release to the public all data used to write the rule, and would not be able to use the Clean 
Water Act to justify the regulation."    
 

https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/opinion/guest-opinions/2015/07/10/montana-coal-workers-deserve-fighting-chance/29991183/
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/opinion/guest-opinions/2015/07/10/montana-coal-workers-deserve-fighting-chance/29991183/
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The rule that the legislation aimed to block would "update standards for buffer zones around 
streams where mining activities and waste are prohibited."  Mountaintop removal "is harmful 
to streams because the rock and soil that's created through the removal processτwhich often 
contains toxic heavy metalsτis dumped into streams and valleys, burying them and killing 
aquatic life."   
 
Ryan Zinke also voted in committee against the Lowenthal amendment to H.R. 1644, which was 
an amendment to void H.R. 1644 "if the Interior secretary finds that new regulations relating to 
stream buffer zones or stream protection are necessary to reduce lung cancer, heart or kidney 
disease or birth defects in mining communities."  ώWƻƘƴ tŀǳƭ WƻƴŜǎΣ άΨPreventing Government 
²ŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ /ƻŀƭ aƛƴƛƴƎ Wƻōǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ !ŎǘΩ όIΦwΦ нунпύΣέ IƻǳǎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ on 
Natural Resources, 08/02/13; άH.R. 1644Σέ IƻǳǎŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎources Committee Vote, 
09/10/15; H.R. 1644, United States House of Representatives, 114th Congress; Alex Guillen, 
άInterior proposes boosting stream protections from coal miningΣέ Politico, 07/16/15; Devin 
IŜƴǊȅΣ άGOP bill blocking Obama coal rule set to hit House floorΣέ The Hill, 01/06/16; άCloud 
Peak Energy Resources 2015 Third Quarter ReportΣέ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ {ŜƴŀǘŜ [ƻōōȅƛƴƎ 5ƛǎŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ 
Act Database, accessed 07/09/17] 
 
Cloud Peak Energy lobbied for the abovementioned bill to block OSM from publishing new 
rules on mountaintop removal mining until OSM "conducts an 'industry impact' study." 
 
H.R. 1644 was legislation to "postpone" the Obama administration's "final rules on 
ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǘƻǇ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƳƛƴƛƴƎτ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ the summits of mountains are blown apart, 
exposing the coal underneath," by blocking "Interior's Office of Surface Mining from 
implementing any new rule until it conducts an 'industry impact' study."  Cloud Peak Energy 
lobbied for this bill. [Alex DǳƛƭƭŜƴΣ άInterior proposes boosting stream protections from coal 
miningΣέ PoliticoΣ лтκмсκмрΤ άCloud Peak Energy Resources 2015 Third Quarter ReportΣέ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
States Senate Lobbying Disclosure Act Database, accessed 07/09/17] 
 
Zinke campaign contributor Alpha Natural Resources also opposed new OSM rules on 
mountaintop removal mining. 
 
New OSM rules on mountaintop removal mining are "likely to have the greatest impact on 
Appalachia mines" where companies such as Alpha Natural Resources "operate extensively."  
[Taylor Kuykendall, "West Virginia reports scant progress on cooperation in stream rule 
rewrite," SNL Daily Coal Report, 05/01/15] 
 
In 2013, John Paul Jones, Vice President of Alpha Natural Resources, testified before the House 
Natural Resources Committee.  He said during his testimony that OSM's proposal to update 
standards for buffer zones around streams "was unnecessary, unjustified, and dangerous, and 
certainly does not meet any cost-benefit standard." [WƻƘƴ tŀǳƭ WƻƴŜǎΣ άΨPreventing Government 
²ŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ /ƻŀƭ aƛƴƛƴƎ Wƻōǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ !ŎǘΩ όIΦwΦ нунпύΣέ IƻǳǎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ 
Natural Resources, 08/02/13] 
 

https://naturalresources.house.gov/uploadedfiles/jonestestimony08-02-13.pdf
https://naturalresources.house.gov/uploadedfiles/jonestestimony08-02-13.pdf
http://www.cq.com/login?jumpto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cq.com%2Fdoc%2Fcommittees-2015091000329308%3F1
http://www.cq.com/login?jumpto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cq.com%2Fdoc%2Fcommittees-2015091000329308%3F1
https://www.politico.com/story/2015/07/interior-proposes-boosting-stream-protections-from-coal-mining-120232
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/264918-gop-bill-blocking-obama-coal-rule-set-to-hit-house-floor
https://soprweb.senate.gov/index.cfm?event=getFilingDetails&filingID=77049524-770A-46E9-8CF0-BF1ADE6DCDC6&filingTypeID=69
https://soprweb.senate.gov/index.cfm?event=getFilingDetails&filingID=77049524-770A-46E9-8CF0-BF1ADE6DCDC6&filingTypeID=69
https://www.politico.com/story/2015/07/interior-proposes-boosting-stream-protections-from-coal-mining-120232
https://www.politico.com/story/2015/07/interior-proposes-boosting-stream-protections-from-coal-mining-120232
https://soprweb.senate.gov/index.cfm?event=getFilingDetails&filingID=77049524-770A-46E9-8CF0-BF1ADE6DCDC6&filingTypeID=69
https://naturalresources.house.gov/uploadedfiles/jonestestimony08-02-13.pdf
https://naturalresources.house.gov/uploadedfiles/jonestestimony08-02-13.pdf
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Ryan Zinke, in 2015, accepted $2,000 from the Alpha Natural Resources PAC.  [Based on Data 
from CQ Political MoneyLine] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, voted to "prohibit any increase in the royalty rates paid for oil and gas," 
and he voted against raising "fees on oil companies" to fund pipeline safety. 
 
Ryan Zinke, on July 8, 2015, voted for an "amendment from Rep. Steve Pearce" to "prohibit any 
increase in the royalty rates paid for oil and gas." [Roll Call Vote 408, United States House of 
Representatives, 2015; Heather Taylor-Miesle, "Friends of Polluters Rack Up More Dirty Votes," 
Huffington Post, 08/11/15] 
 
In the previous month he voted against the Capps amendment to H.R. 2577.  This was an 
amendment to raise "fees on oil companies to increase funding for the Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration, which regulates oil pipelines," to provide funding to finalize 
and implement pipeline safety and spill mitigation rules. [Roll Call Vote 305, House of 
Representatives, 2015; Seann McMinn, "²ƛǘƘ ŎƭƻŎƪ ǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ /ŀǇǇǎΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 
ǎƘŜΩǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ΨǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΩ," Scripps Howard Foundation Wire, 06/16/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke introduced an amendment that would have blocked the Obama administration 
from implementing a rule to close a loophole that allows coal companies to avoid royalty 
payments, thereby "shortchanging Western states on revenue that could be used for schools, 
roads, and other priorities."  
 
An "amendment from Representative Ryan Zinke [R-MT]Σ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ώƛƴ нлмрϐ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ōƛƭƭΧ 
would block the Obama Administration from implementing a forthcoming rule that would close 
a loophole in how royalties are collected from coal mined on federal lands."  Coal companies 
were "using a regulatory loophole to sell coal to their own subsidiary companies at intentionally 
depressed prices to avoid royalty payments.  These so-called 'captive transactions', or inside 
deals between coal companies and their own subsidiaries, are shortchanging Western states on 
revenue that could be used for schools, roads, and other priorities."  [Nicole Gentile, 
άCongressman Tries To Quietly Preserve Coal LoopholeΣέ Think Progress, 06/30/15] 
 
"If the loophole were to be closed, taxpayers in states like Montana would see millions of 
additional income."  
 
"The amendment was not voted upon." [Heather Taylor-Miesle, "Friends of Polluters Rack Up 
More Dirty Votes," Huffington Post, 08/11/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke sponsored the amendment to prevent the Department of the Interior from 
collecting more in royalties from coal companies, out of concern that the proposal to increase 
funding through additional coal royalties "will discourage future coal mining." A Billings 
Gazette editorial characterized Zinke as working "to keep a loophole open that will rob 
Montanans [and all citizens] of money that's rightfully theirs," wryly adding that it looked 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/heather-taylormiesle/friends-of-polluters-rack_b_7972528.html
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"like coal is getting a good return on its Zinke investment." Ryan Zinke accepted more than 
$31,000 in campaign contributions from the coal industry. 
 
Ryan Zinke, as a member of Congress, accepted at least $31,400 from the coal industry, 
including: 
 

¶ $1,000 from the Alpha Natural Resources PAC on February 6, 2015; 

¶ $1,000 from the Alpha Natural Resources PAC on August 21, 2015; 

¶ $1,000 from the Arch Coal PAC on March 2, 2015; 

¶ $1,000 from the Arch Coal PAC on September 16, 2015; 

¶ $2,000 from the Arch Coal PAC on September 24, 2015; 

¶ $1,000 from the Arch Coal PAC on April 27, 2016; 

¶ $1,000 from the Arch Coal PAC on September 13, 2016; 

¶ $1,000 from the Arch Coal PAC on September 29, 2016; 

¶ $2,000 from the Cloud Peak Energy Resources PAC on February 10, 2015; 

¶ $2,500 from the Cloud Peak Energy Resources PAC on March 16, 2015; 

¶ $5,000 from the Cloud Peak Energy Resources PAC on August 10, 2015; 

¶ $1,000 from the Cloud Peak Energy Resources PAC on September 18, 2015; 

¶ $2,000 from the Cloud Peak Energy Resources PAC on March 30, 2016; 

¶ -$2,500 from the Cloud Peak Energy Resources PAC on June 6, 2016; 

¶ $1,000 from the Hecla Mining PAC on August 13, 2015; 

¶ $1,000 from the Hecla Mining PAC on August 4, 2016; 

¶ $8,000 from the National Mining Association PAC;  

¶ $1,000 from the Peabody Energy PAC on December 8, 2015; and  

¶ $1,000 from the Peabody Energy PAC on April 25, 2016.  [Based on Data from CQ Political 
MoneyLine] 

 
Ryan Zinke "received nearly $10,000 total in campaign contributions [just] from the Alpha 
Natural Resources PAC, the Arch PAC, and from the Peabody Energy Corporation PAC since 
2013."  Those companies are "among the major coal producers in the Powder River Basin."  
["Rep. Zinke backs coal company giveaway," Western Values Project, 06/26/15] 
 
Zinke attempted "to block federal government plans to increase royalties that companies pay 
for coal, oil and gas taken from public lands."  Citing "concerns about the coal economy and 
prosperity on Montana's Crow Indian Reservation," Zinke, on June 25, 2015, introduced an 
amendment that would block "funding to the U.S. Department of Interior," which had "been 
working on a possible increase in royalties collected," and "prohibit DOI from continuing to 
spend money on its royalty work."  Zinke's "concern with DOI's proposal is that it will 
discourage future coal mining." [Tom Lutey, "Zinke attempts to block plans to increase royalties 
on public coal," Billings Gazette, 07/08/15; H.Amdt601 to H.R.2822, Congress.gov, 114th 
Congress; Amendments, Congressional Record, 06/25/15] 
 

https://westernvaluesproject.org/rep-zinke-backs-coal-company-giveaway/
https://billingsgazette.com/news/zinke-attempts-to-block-plans-to-increase-royalties-on-public/article_66e071ec-9190-55e1-8211-4ad01b7ecaa3.html#%20ixzz3fM5GdYza
https://billingsgazette.com/news/zinke-attempts-to-block-plans-to-increase-royalties-on-public/article_66e071ec-9190-55e1-8211-4ad01b7ecaa3.html#%20ixzz3fM5GdYza
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/114th-congress/house-amendment/601
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-record/2015/06/25/house-section/article/h4775-1
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An editorial in the Billings Gazette said that Zinke "tried to keep a loophole open that will rob 
Montanans [and all citizens] of money that's rightfully theirs." The editorial added, "given the 
quiet nature of the budget rider, the lack of comment and the strong support Zinke has 
received from the well-heeled energy community, it looks like coal is getting a good return on 
its Zinke investment." [Editorial Board, "Gazette opinion: Zinke pushes quietly to take money 
away from taxpayers," Billings Gazette, 07/06/15] 
 
Cloud Peak Energy appears to be the biggest beneficiary of the abovementioned loophole to 
prevent the Department of the Interior from collecting royalties from coal companies.  In the 
five months before this amendment was introduced the Cloud Peak Energy Resources PAC 
contributed $4,500 to Ryan Zinke's campaign fund, and in the eight months after he 
introduced it the Cloud Peak Energy Resources PAC contributed $8,000 to Ryan Zinke's 
campaign fund. 
 
Cloud Peak Energy is "exploiting" the loophole that Zinke tried to keep open.  It "appears to be 
the biggest benefactor of this loophole and is its most staunch defender."  The company 
"created a network of at least 31 domestic subsidiaries through which it markets and sells its 
coal." [Matt Le and Nidhi Thakar, "Massive Coal Company Fights to Preserve Loopholes, Ability 
to Rip Off Taxpayers," ThinkProgress, 08/11/15] 
 
After Ryan Zinke introduced the amendment, Rick Curtsinger, a spokesman for Cloud Peak 
Energy, said that "his company support[ed] Zinke's moves to limit the impact of the rule" and 
that the "'ŘǊŀŦǘΧǊǳƭŜ ƛǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŦƭŀǿŜŘΦ'" Cloud Peak Energy "welcome[d] Zinke's efforts 'to 
protect the thousands of jobs and hundreds of millions of dollars in revenues that coal delivers 
to Montana and other states as well as the federal government.'" ["Congressman seeks to blunt 
coal royalty rule through spending bill," SNL Daily Coal Report, 07/02/15] 
 
In the five months before this amendment was introduced the Cloud Peak Energy Resources 
PAC contributed $4,500 to Ryan Zinke's campaign fund, and in the eight months after he 
introduced it the Cloud Peak Energy Resources PAC contributed $8,000 to Ryan Zinke's 
campaign fund.  [Based on Data from CQ Political MoneyLine] 
 
Ryan Zinke used a study funded by Cloud Peak Energy to try to stop the rule to close the 
loophole that allows coal companies to avoid royalty payments. 
 
Representatives Ryan Zinke and Cynthia Lummis, on September 28, 2015, wrote a letter to 
Interior Secretary Sally Jewell asking that the Interior Department consider a peer review 
"completed by Energy Ventures Analysis, Inc. titled, Coal Sales Prices used/or Valuation and 
Payment of Federal Royalties, A Peer Review of Previous Studies by Headwaters Economics" 
when considering the proposed "Consolidated Federal Oil and Gas and Federal and Indian Coal 
Valuation Reform" rule, which had to do with "reconsidering whether Americans are receiving a 
'fair return' on sales of coal, oil and natural gas taken from public lands." [Letter to Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell, 09/28/15; Tom Lutey, "Carbon copies: Elected officials pass coal industry 
letter off as their own," Billings Gazette, 04/15/15]   

https://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/editorial/gazette-opinion/gazette-opinion-zinke-pushes-quietly-to-take-money-away-from/article_58ddee77-40af-53fc-88b2-97fb070dafc8.html#ixzz3fEzpivOM
https://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/editorial/gazette-opinion/gazette-opinion-zinke-pushes-quietly-to-take-money-away-from/article_58ddee77-40af-53fc-88b2-97fb070dafc8.html#ixzz3fEzpivOM
https://thinkprogress.org/massive-coal-company-fights-to-preserve-loopholes-ability-to-rip-off-taxpayers-5d353d79ad8b/#.sff6a6846
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This was a rule to "close a loophole in how royalties are collected from coal mined on federal 
lands."  Coal companies were "using a regulatory loophole to sell coal to their own subsidiary 
companies at intentionally depressed prices to avoid royalty payments." [Nicole Gentile, 
άCongressman Tries To Quietly Preserve Coal LoopholeΣέ Think Progress, 06/30/15] 
 
In a November 30, 2015, letter to the Department of the Interior, Ryan Zinke said that "this rule 
seems to have been based on biased studies produced by Headwaters Economics."  He 
described Energy Ventures Analysis [EVA] as a "respected energy economics consulting firm."  
[Letter to the Department of the Interior, 11/30/15]   
 
The report by EVA was completed "at the request of Cloud Peak Energy."  It raised concerns 
"that the Headwaters Economic studies contain significant errors, utilize flawed data, and make 
biased assumptions." [Letter to Interior Secretary Sally Jewell, 09/28/15] 
 
According to Zinke's letter dated November 30, 2015, EVA's peer review of Headwaters 
Economics data "thoroughly discredits the flawed data manipulated by Headwaters to arrive at 
predetermined and false conclusions.  Put simply, claims of systematic royalty evasion or 
underpayment are utterly false."  He concluded, "there is no economic justification for 
increasing royalty fees or leasing costs at this time." [Letter to the Department of the Interior, 
11/30/15]  
 
Alpha Natural Resources and Peabody Energy, which have contributed thousands of dollars 
to Ryan Zinke's campaign committee, also appear to benefit from this loophole. 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, accepted $2,000 from the Alpha Natural Resources PAC and $2,000 from 
the Peabody Energy PAC in the 2015-16 election cycle.  [Based on Data from CQ Political 
MoneyLine] 
 
Alpha Natural Resources "built a network of 184 domestic and foreign subsidiaries" and 
Peabody Energy "built a network of 141 domestic subsidiaries and 101 foreign subsidiaries."   
[Matt Lee-Ashley and Nidhi Thakar, "Opinion: King Coal is Merrily Fiddling the Taxpayer," 
Newsweek, 01/12/15]  
 
BNSF, which is "a large player in transporting coal from the Powder River Basin," has given 
Ryan Zinke a total of $19,160 in political contributions, and it has given $5,000 to SEAL PAC. 
BNSF was a supporter of, and would have benefited from, the Gateway Pacific Terminal 
[GPT], which was a proposed export facility in Washington that "was supposed to be the 
largest coal exporting facility on the West Coast." Had the GPT been built, BNSF would have 
served the GPT. BNSF lobbied the federal government on "the benefits" of the GPT, and Ryan 
Zinke was "a vocal proponent" of it. Zinke called the project "'a must-build project'"  and said 
he would "'not stand idly by as the Gateway Pacific Terminal becomes the next Keystone XL 
Pipeline.'"  Ryan Zinke called the environmental plan for the terminal "flawless," and in 
Congress he co-sponsored "a controversial amendment" that would "guarantee the 

https://thinkprogress.org/congressman-tries-to-quietly-preserve-coal-loophole-e1b65af71f36/
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completion of [the] National Environmental Policy Act review" for the GPT. Ryan Zinke called 
the GPT "'a must-build project,'"  but the permit for the project was denied by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers [USACE], which said that "the project would infringe on" tribal fishing 
rights. Zinke said that the USACE "' caved into the interest of the Lummis Tribe.'"  
 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad [BNSF] is "a large player in transporting coal from the 
Powder River Basin." [Brittany Patterson, "Zinke donors include oil and gas firms using public 
land," E&E News, 01/13/17] 
 
BNSF gave Ryan Zinke $160 in 2008 when he ran for Montana State Senate.  
 
BNSF has given to Ryan Zinke's congressional campaigns. They gave Zinke $5000 in 2014, $9000 
in 2015, and $5000 in 2016. [Search for Donations from BNSF to Ryan Zinke, National Institute 
of Money in State Politics, accessed 02/07/18] 
 
In 2016, BNSF donated $5000 to the Supporting Electing American Leaders [SEAL] PAC, which 
was originally created by Ryan Zinke. [BNSF Railway Company RailPac Records, Federal Election 
Commission, accessed 02/07/18; Molly Redden, "GOP Congressional Candidate Using Campaign 
Money Scheme tƛƻƴŜŜǊŜŘ ōȅΧ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ /ƻƭōŜǊǘ," Mother Jones, 11/01/16] 
 
The Gateway Pacific Terminal [GPT] was a proposed $665 million export facility that would have 
been located just North of Bellingham, Washington, and "was supposed to be the largest coal 
exporting facility on the West Coast, allowing the export of coal mined in the Power River Basin 
in Montana and Wyoming." [Bob Watters and Don Brunell, "GATEWAY PACIFIC TERMINAL Pro: 
Project's economic benefits, potential export growth outweigh congestion concerns," 
Spokesman Review, 11/23/14; Aseem Prakash, Maggie Allen, and Nives Dolsak, "The big fight 
over the Dakota Access Pipeline, explained," Washington Post, 09/20/16] 
 
BNSF supported the Gateway Pacific Terminal, and in 2012 published advice on their website to 
tell the public "Facts about the Gateway Pacific Terminal and how you can help this important 
project." Had the Gateway Pacific Terminal been built, BNSF would have served GPT. ["Facts 
about the Gateway Pacific Terminal and how you can help this important project," BNSF 
accessed via google cache, 10/31/12] 
 
SSA Marine, the developer of the Pacific Gateway Terminal, called BNSF "a good partner" on 
the Gateway Pacific Terminal project. BNSF played "an important supporting role" in the 
Gateway Pacific Terminal. BNSF Railway would have built "the spur line that will service the 
terminal." BNSF would have transported "the coal 1,000 miles from Wyoming to Cherry Point. A 
fully-operating terminal would generate 18 coal trans a dayτnine full, nine empty and each a 
mile and a half long. Those 18 trains [would have been] a big jump from the current number 
[about four a day] serving Canadian coal terminals." [Floyd McKay, "Coal Train: The people and 
process behind Bellingham's coal port decision," Crosscut, 01/22/13; Bob Watters and Don 
Brunell, "GATEWAY PACIFIC TERMINAL Pro: Project's economic benefits, potential export 
growth outweigh congestion concerns," Spokesman Review, 11/23/14] 
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BNSF also "joined forces" with SSA Marine, the developer of the Pacific Gateway Terminal, and 
the coal industry in 2012 to form an "'astroturf'" group that rolled out an "advertising and 
public relations effort that" spent $866,000 in Oregon and Washington on TV spots "lauding the 
benefits of building coal export terminals." ["EXCLUSIVE: Coal Export Lobby Spends Big on Ads 
Promoting Shipping Taxpayer-Owned Coal Abroad," ThinkProgress, 10/31/12; Floyd McKay, 
"Coal Train: The people and process behind Bellingham's coal port decision," Crosscut, 
01/22/13] 
 
In 2015, when Ryan Zinke was a Member of Congress, BNSF lobbied the federal government on 
"Gateway Pacific Terminal Project, job and trade benefits of the project." In 2016, BNSF 
continued to lobby the federal government on "Gateway Pacific Terminal Project, job and trade 
benefits of the project, and USACE permit denial [no specific bill]." [Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe Railway 2015 Second Quarter Report, United States Senate Disclosure Database, accessed 
02/07/18; Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway 2016 Second Quarter Report, United States 
Senate Disclosure Database, accessed 02/07/18]  
 
Ryan Zinke was "a vocal proponent of the ill-fated Gateway Pacific Terminal project in Whatcom 
County," WA. [Peter Wagner, "Zinke, a proponent of GPT terminal, tapped for interior 
secretary," KGMI News accessed via archive.org, 12/15/16]  
 
In April 2015, shortly after he was elected to Congress, Ryan Zinke wrote to Washington 
Governor Jay Inslee asking Inslee to approve the project, saying it would "create thousands of 
jobs" in Washington state. ["Montana congressman urges Inslee to support GPT project," KGMI 
News accessed via archive.org, 04/07/15] 
 
Zinke said "'the Gateway Pacific Terminal is a must-build project. I will not stand idly by as the 
Gateway Pacific Terminal becomes the next Keystone XL Pipeline.'"  [Press Release, Senator 
Steve Daines, 07/29/15] 
 
The permit for the project was denied by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers [USACE], which said 
that "the project would infringe on the Lummi Nation's rights to particular kinds of fishing in the 
waters off Cherry Point." [Peter Wagner, "Zinke, a proponent of GPT terminal, tapped for 
interior secretary," KGMI News accessed via archive.org, 12/15/16]  
 
In August 2015 Ryan Zinke "shrugged off the concerns of environmentalists" when he visited 
the Gateway Pacific Terminal.  After touring the terminal he said the environmental plan for it 
was "flawless." [Ralph Schwartz, "Montana officials praise Cherry Point coal port plan," 
Bellingham Herald, 08/19/15]  
 
In December 2015 Zinke co-sponsored "a controversial amendment" that would "guarantee the 
completion of [the] National Environmental Policy Act review" for the Gateway Pacific Terminal.  
The amendment was "controversial" because the Lummi Nation said that the Gateway Pacific 
Terminal project "would violate treaty-protected fishing rights and, therefore, the Army Corps 
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of Engineers [had] no business reviewing permit applications." Lummi Indian Business Council 
Chairman Tim Ballew II said that the terminal "would destroy the tribe's ancestral lands and 
damage waterways for ancient fishing traditions" and that Zinke's amendment "'seem[ed] to be 
more of a stealth approach to advance the project, to stall the corps' decision and undermine 
[Lummi Nation's] treaty right requests.'" [DǊŀŎŜ ¢ƻƻƘŜȅΣ άNorthwest tribes fear corporate 
interests trump treaty rightsΣέ aŎ/ƭŀǘŎƘȅΣ мнκлоκмрϐ  
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers [USACE], eventually denied the permit for the project, 
because "the project would infringe on" tribal fishing rights. In May 2016, the permit for the 
project was denied by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers [USACE], which said that "the project 
would infringe on the Lummi Nation's rights to particular kinds of fishing in the waters off 
Cherry Point." [Peter Wagner, "Zinke, a proponent of GPT terminal, tapped for interior 
secretary," KGMI News accessed via archive.org, 12/15/16; "Gateway Pacific Terminal Project 
denied," KGMI News accessed via archive.org, 05/11/16]  
 
The Gateway Pacific Terminal "was supposed to be the largest coal exporting facility on the 
West Coast, allowing the export of coal mined in the Power River Basin in Montana and 
Wyoming."  ώbƛǾŜǎ 5ƻƭǑŀƪΣ !ǎŜŜƳ tǊŀƪŀǎƘ ŀƴŘ aŀƎƎƛŜ !ƭƭŜƴΣ άThe big fight over the Dakota 
Access Pipeline, explainedΣέ Washington Post, 09/20/16] 
 
Zinke said the USACE "'certainly caved into the interest of the Lummis Tribe.'"  [Tom Lutey, 
άMontana congressmen rush to keep coal port review on track,έ .ƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ DŀȊŜǘǘŜ, 07/29/15] 
 
Peabody Energy was "a major supporter and potential customer of the proposed Gateway 
Pacific Terminal." In 2011, Peabody Energy "aƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ {{! aŀǊƛƴŜΧǘƻ 
export up to 24 million metric tons of Powder River Basin coal per year through the planned 
GPT coal terminal." Peabody "never actually committed to shipping the 24 million metric tons 
per year," but "Peabody and SSA Marine had a memorandum of understanding anticipating 
that a definitive agreement would be developed later." [{ŀƳŀƴǘƘŀ ²ƻƘƭŦŜƛƭΣ άPotential Cherry 
Point coal terminal customer files for bankruptcyΣέ Bellingham Herald, 04/13/16] 
As Interior Secretary, Ryan Zinke has reopened the loophole.  
 
Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмт wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜ άŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
repealed an Obama administration rule that in effect required oil, gas and coal extractors to pay 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǊƻȅŀƭǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦέ ώ5ƛƴƻ DǊŀƴŘƻƴƛΣ άThe Energy 202: 
Interior Department could cost taxpayers at least $60 million by rolling back Obama ruleΣέ 
Washington Post, 08/09/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke introduced a bill to change a coal tax credit in a way that benefits Cloud Peak 
Energy. Cloud Peak Energy lobbied Congress to pass this bill. 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, introduced H.R. 1522, which was a bill "to make the Indian Coal Production 
Tax Credit [ICPTC] permanent." [Press Release, Ryan Zinke accessed via archive.org, 03/16/15] 
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/09/20/this-is-why-environmentalists-are-targeting-energy-pipelines-like-the-north-dakota-project/?utm_term=.a3494b63e839
http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/montana-congressmen-rush-to-keep-coal-port-review-on-track/article_4704a3e2-3e2d-5ed2-84e3-9a8b23ca5a38.html
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article71696852.html
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article71696852.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-energy-202/2017/08/09/the-energy-202-the-interior-department-could-cost-taxpayers-at-least-60-million-by-rolling-back-obama-rule/598a23ef30fb045fdaef11ce/?utm_term=.ee02da9a339b
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-energy-202/2017/08/09/the-energy-202-the-interior-department-could-cost-taxpayers-at-least-60-million-by-rolling-back-obama-rule/598a23ef30fb045fdaef11ce/?utm_term=.ee02da9a339b
http://web.archive.org/web/20170112015024/https:/zinke.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-ryan-zinke-announces-permanent-indian-coal-production-tax-credit
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The tax break when this bill was introduced applied "only to mines put into service before 
2009," but Zinke's bill included "language to lift the date restriction so that Cloud Peak's 
proposed Big Metal Mine," which is on the Crow Indian Reservation, would qualify for the tax 
ōǊŜŀƪΦ ώaŀǘǘƘŜǿ .ǊƻǿƴΣ άMontana delegation seeks to make coal tax break permanentΣέ 
Associated Press, 03/12/15] 
 
Cloud Peak Energy lobbied Congress to pass H.R. 1522Φ ώάCloud Peak Energy Resources 2015 
First Quarter ReportΣέ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ {ŜƴŀǘŜ [ƻōōȅƛƴƎ 5ƛǎŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ !Ŏǘ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ 
07/09/17].  
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2016, introduced a bill to "overturn a temporary federal ban on coal leases."  
Cloud Peak Energy "strongly" supported this bill. 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2016, introduced H.R. 5259, which was a bill to "overturn a temporary federal 
ban on coal leases" and re-establish "a royalty policy committee from which state, tribal and 
energy interests consult the department."  Earlier in 2016 new leasing was suspended by the 
Department of the Interior so the department could "establish a more equitable royalty rate."  
 
When Zinke introduced H.R. 5259 Cloud Peak Energy President and CEO Colin Marshall said that 
Cloud Peak Energy "'strongly support[ed]' the goal of Zinke's legislation." Marshall said that the 
company believed it was "critical for transparency in the setting of royalty and leasing policies 
for minerals on federal lands that the Royalty Policy Committee, which the Secretary of Interior 
effectively dismissed before commencing changes to such policies, be reestablished." [Press 
ReleaseΣ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΦƻǊƎΣ лрκмтκмсΤ ¢ƻƳ [ǳǘŜȅΣ άZinke pushes to end coal 
lease suspension, empower communitiesΣέ Montana Standard, 06/14/16]  
 
Cloud Peak Energy worked closely with the author of a letter signed by Ryan Zinke in 
opposition to a rule that Cloud Peak Energy said was part of the Obama administration's 
"'onslaught on the coal industry.'"   
 
Ryan Zinke and 14 other members of Congress, on February 10, 2015, sent a letter to Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell asking that the Interior Department "provide a 60-day extension of the 
comment period" for the proposed "Consolidated Federal Oil and Gas and Federal and Indian 
Coal Valuation Reform" rule, which had to with "reconsidering whether Americans are receiving 
a 'fair return' on sales of coal, oil and natural gas taken from public lands."   
 
A spokesman for Senator Steve Daines, whose office circulated the letter, said that Daines' 
office "'worked closely'" with Cloud Peak Energy when "'developing the language'" of the letter.   
 
Cloud Peak Energy Communications Director Rick Curtsinger said that the "'proposed rule 
change appear[ed] to be a continuation of the Administration's onslaught on the coal industry 
and threaten[ed] the reliable and affordable energy it provides.'" ώ¢ƻƳ [ǳǘŜȅΣ άCarbon copies: 
Elected officials pass coal industry letter off as their ownΣέ Billings Gazette, 07/15/15; Steve 
Daines et. al to Sally Jewell, 02/10/15] 

https://newsok.com/article/feed/810688/montana-delegation-seeks-to-make-coal-tax-break-permanent
https://soprweb.senate.gov/index.cfm?event=getFilingDetails&filingID=A1E273AC-C0A9-4C77-ABA1-3C3B07722E90&filingTypeID=51
https://soprweb.senate.gov/index.cfm?event=getFilingDetails&filingID=A1E273AC-C0A9-4C77-ABA1-3C3B07722E90&filingTypeID=51
https://web.archive.org/web/20170112012215/https:/zinke.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/daines-zinke-introduce-legislation-give-states-tribes-say-energy-0
https://web.archive.org/web/20170112012215/https:/zinke.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/daines-zinke-introduce-legislation-give-states-tribes-say-energy-0
https://mtstandard.com/news/state-and-regional/zinke-pushes-to-end-coal-lease-suspension-empower-communities/article_8232a989-1020-5afe-abeb-0fc200c84818.html
https://mtstandard.com/news/state-and-regional/zinke-pushes-to-end-coal-lease-suspension-empower-communities/article_8232a989-1020-5afe-abeb-0fc200c84818.html
http://billingsgazette.com/%20news/government-and-politics/carbon-copies-elected-officials-pass-coal-industry-letter-off-as/article_519d730a-bc37-506a-a566-705fe91a999a.html
http://billingsgazette.com/%20news/government-and-politics/carbon-copies-elected-officials-pass-coal-industry-letter-off-as/article_519d730a-bc37-506a-a566-705fe91a999a.html
https://www.onrr.gov/laws_R_D/PubComm/PDFDocs/AA13/United-States-Congress.pdf
https://www.onrr.gov/laws_R_D/PubComm/PDFDocs/AA13/United-States-Congress.pdf
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Ryan Zinke voted in the Montana legislature to block a bill that would have increased 
Montana's renewable energy portfolio, and he mocked alternative energy sources in 2013, 
saying that expecting to achieve energy independence with wind or solar power "is 
tantamount to pixie dust and hope." He said, "fossil fuels, like it or not, are gonna be a big, 
big part of the economy."  
 
In 2013, on the Voices of Montana radio, Zinke said, "I'm a huge advocate of energy 
ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭ ŦǳŜƭǎΣ ƎǳȅǎΦ  L ƳŜŀƴΧǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ're going to get out of 
energy independence on wind power or solar is tantamount to pixie dust and hope.  So fossil 
fuels, like it or not, are gonna be a big, big part of the economy."  ["Zinke, Voices of Montana, 
Radio 12 11 13," mtalrawfootage via YouTube, 01/29/14] 
 
On February 21, 2011, Ryan Zinke voted against bringing Senate Bill 332 to increase Montana's 
renewable energy portfolio to the Committee as a Whole. ["Senate Bill No. 332, Montana 
Senate, 62nd Legislature; Vote Tabulation for SB 332, Montana Senate, 02/21/11] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, opposed boosting "biofuels and wind power production with targeted 
tax credits." 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, "said he disagrees with John Lewis' plan to boost biofuels and wind power 
production with targeted tax credits.  'Subsidies are the wrong direction,' said Zinke." [Troy 
Carter, "Zinke: Lewis wrong on energy," Bozeman Daily Chronicle, 06/18/14] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, said, "' I believe Montana knows best how to manage our power and our 
resources, much better than unelected bureaucrats in Washington, D.C, do," including 
bureaucrats at the Bureau of Land Management. 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, said, "'I believe Montana knows best how to manage our power and our 
resources, much better than unelected bureaucrats in Washington, D.C, do. In Montana, we 
value our beautiful lands and clean air and water, and we all work together to conserve our 
resources.  Our state has already reduced our emissions rates without the federal government 
getting involved.  The EPA's supposed 'Clean Power Plan' will kill good-paying union jobs and 
drive up costs for Montana families and small businesses."  [Press Release, Ryan Zinke accessed 
via Votesmart, 08/03/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, also said, "it's not only the EPA.  It's the BLM.  It's sage grouse.  It's across 
the board.  There's this mantra that Washington, DC, knows best.  They know best how to 
manage our wildlife.  They know best how to manage our water, and I disagree.  I strongly 
disagree.  These are rules being made by bureaucrats in DC who don't know where Montana is 
on the map, and if you don't know the difference between Missoula and Butte and Bozeman, 
maybe you're not the right person to be making these rules that affect Butte, Bozeman, and 
Missoula.  It's time to push back, and we can." ["Talk Back with Congressman Ryan Zinke and 
UM Law Professor Jeff Renz," Newstalk KGVO, 05/28/15, (1:00)] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpSRQrF3AZc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpSRQrF3AZc
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2011/billpdf/SB0332.pdf
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0211W$BLAC.VoteTabulation?P_VOTE_SEQ=S447&P_SESS=20111
https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/politics/article_%209acaff66-f67b-11e3-8238-001a4bcf887a.html
https://votesmart.org/public-statement/1010544/zinke-on-epa-plan-montana-knows-best#.XAg8TBNKiL4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bzzbw5eXoNg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bzzbw5eXoNg
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Ryan Zinke thinks environmental regulatory decisions should be made locally. 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, said, "I strongly disagree with giving the EPA more power.  I think decisions 
are best made by those that live there, and Montanans do a pretty good job, I think an 
excellent job, with their water." ["Talk Back with Congressman Ryan Zinke and UM Law 
Professor Jeff Renz," Newstalk KGVO, 05/28/15, (4:00)] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, proposed that "' federal land-management decisions must be approved 
by local government officials.'"  
 
In 2014, as part of his public-lands plan, Ryan Zinke proposed that "federal land-management 
decisions must be approved by local government officials."  [Lisa Baumann, "Zinke Wants Locals 
ǘƻ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜ CŜŘǎΩ [ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴǎ," Associated Press, 10/16/14] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2016, co-signed a letter to the director of the Bureau of Land Management 
expressing concern "about the lack of local involvement in critical land management 
decisions."   
 
Ryan Zinke and 13 other members of the House of Representatives, on February 12, 2016, sent 
a letter to Bureau of Land Management Director Neil Kornze expressing concern "about the lack 
of local involvement in critical land management decisions made by the Bureau of Land 
Management [BLM]."  They objected to land use decisions being "left up to the federal 
government rather than being pushed down to the local level" and "strongly urge[d] both local 
and DC BLM staff to work in conjunction with residents and county officials to ensure every 
detail requiring public input is clearly communicated and circulated." [Ryan Zinke et. al. to Neil 
Kornze, 02/12/16] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2016, co-signed a letter urging a change to "allow states to manage 
preservation efforts of the Mexican Gray Wolf without interference from the federal 
government," because the Interior Department's Fish and Wildlife Service has "proven to be 
incapable" in this area. 
 
Ryan Zinke, on March 22, 2016, co-signed a letter that was sent to the House Appropriations 
Committee's Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies asking the 
subcommittee to include language in their appropriations bill that would "allow states to 
manage preservation efforts of the Mexican Gray Wolf without interference from the federal 
government."  The letter claims the Fish and Wildlife Service has "proven to be incapable of 
managing Mexican wolf recovery efforts" and that the agency "arbitrarily" listed the wolf as an 
endangered subspecies.  They argued that the Fish and Wildlife Service is "incapable" of 
recovery efforts, because "45% of the Service engineered pups did not survive in 2015," and in 
2015 the Mexican wolf's overall population numbers "declined on the Service's watch." 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bzzbw5eXoNg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bzzbw5eXoNg
https://flatheadbeacon.com/2014/10/16/zinke-wants-locals-approve-feds-land-plans/
https://flatheadbeacon.com/2014/10/16/zinke-wants-locals-approve-feds-land-plans/
http://dearcolleague.us/2016/02/letter-to-blm-we-need-more-local-input/
http://dearcolleague.us/2016/02/letter-to-blm-we-need-more-local-input/
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Environmental groups argued that it's "disingenuous" to say that states would do a better job 
saving wolves, because in the past state management of endangered populations has had 
"deadly consequences for wolves."  They argued that the "failure" of the federal government's 
revamping the wolf recovery plan "stems from federal officials catering to states and the states 
bowing to a narrow band of ranching and hunting interests." [Brandon Loomis, "Arizona 
lawmakers want control of endangered Mexican gray wolves," Arizona Republic, 08/12/16; Paul 
Gosar et. al. to Ken Calvert and Betty McCollum, 03/22/16; Susan Montoya Bryan, "Two US 
senators want states included in wolf management," Casper Star-Tribune, 05/03/16] 
 
Ryan Zinke voted in committee for an amendment to transfer authority to set fishing seasons 
from federal to state control.  On the same day he voted to allow regional fisheries "greater 
flexibility" to change fish catch totals, allowing decisions on whether limits should remain or 
be lifted to be "based less on traditional science" and more on "first-hand observations" from 
fishermen.  He also voted in committee for an amendment that transferred authority to set 
fishing seasons from federal to state control.  
 
Ryan Zinke, on April 30, 2015, voted in the House Natural Resources for H.R. 1335, which was a 
bill to reauthorize the "Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, the top 
law regulating fishing in U.S. oceans, and give regional fisheries managers greater flexibility to 
shift catch totals as ocean conditions and science change."  Under this legislation, "a fishing 
stock's status ς and whether limits should remain or be lifted ς could be based less on 
traditional science and more on first-hand observations and data collected at docks from 
fishermen bringing their hauls to shore."  The bill was passed at the urging of "recreational 
ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǳƴƎ ōȅΧŎŀǘŎƘ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΦ"  However, "environmentalists and some 
fishermen oppose[d] the change, arguing it would gut safeguards necessary to protect once-
endangered fish populations.  They say hard science would give way to anecdotal evidence that 
might give a false impression of a stock's health."  [House Natural Resources Committee, 
04/30/15; aŀǘǘƘŜǿ 5ŀƭȅΣ άHouse passes bill to give regional managers greater say in fishing; 
White House threatens veto,έ Associated Press, 06/01/15; "House bill would ease federal fish 
catch limits," USA Today, 05/19/15] 
 
On the same day Zinke voted in committee for the Graves amendment to H.R. 1335, which was 
an amendment to transfer authority from to set fishing seasons from the federal level, where it 
is currently managed by "NOAA's Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council," to "a new 
consortium of five Gulf states."  [House Natural Resources Committee, 04/30/15, The Times-
Picayune, 06/04/15, and Naples Daily News, 07/19/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2016, voted to allow "'demonstration areas' made up of national forests with 
governor-appointed advisory committees steering management under state and private 
forestry regulations," which would provide "a path to privatizing forests by stripping federal 
authority" and undermining "'bedrock environmental laws, including the Clean Water and 
Clean Air acts.'"   At the time, his spokesman said "he has always supported more say from 
local communities in forest management while not supporting transfer of ownership."  
 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2016/08/12/arizona-lawmakers-want-control-endangered-mexican-gray-wolves/88544828/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2016/08/12/arizona-lawmakers-want-control-endangered-mexican-gray-wolves/88544828/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170112050226/http:/gosar.house.gov/sites/gosar.house.gov/files/FY17%20final%20signed%20Mexican%20Wolf.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20170112050226/http:/gosar.house.gov/sites/gosar.house.gov/files/FY17%20final%20signed%20Mexican%20Wolf.pdf
https://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/two-us-senators-want-states-included-in-wolf-management/article_e5502d6f-bde4-5d49-be90-6f6d5801def7.html
https://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/two-us-senators-want-states-included-in-wolf-management/article_e5502d6f-bde4-5d49-be90-6f6d5801def7.html
https://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2015/06/01/house-bill-would-add-flexibility-to-federal-fishing-law
https://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2015/06/01/house-bill-would-add-flexibility-to-federal-fishing-law
https://triblive.com/usworld/nation/8402109-74/bill-limits-catch
https://triblive.com/usworld/nation/8402109-74/bill-limits-catch
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In 2016, Ryan Zinke "voted in favor of the Self-Sufficient Community Lands Act, legislation 
allowing 'demonstration areas' made up of national forests with governor-appointed advisory 
committees steering management under state and private forestry regulations.  Demonstration 
areas up to 4 million acres total could be designated at the behest of the committees.  The act, 
which passed committee 25-13," aimed "to generate local economic activity in communities 
dependent on national forests."   
 
John Todd, Montana Wilderness Association conservation director, argued that the bill would 
provide "a path to privatizing forests by stripping federal authority," which "'would undermine 
bedrock environmental laws, including the Clean Water and Clean Air acts, and give extractive 
industry exclusive control of our national forests.'"  The "'unprecedented approach to 
transferring and industrializing public lands would lead to the loss of clean water, wildlife 
habitat, and recreational use of public lands that are owned by all Americans.'" 
 
Zinke disputed the notion that this was at odds with his position on land transfers.  His 
spokesperson said "he has always supported more say from local communities in forest 
management while not supporting transfer of ownership." [Tom Kuglin, "Conservation and 
access groups slam Zinke's vote as land transfer flip flop," Helena Independent Record, 
06/16/16] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, said he supported a bill that would have resulted in a "six-fold increase 
in timber harvest from Montana's nine national forests." 
  
Congressman Steve Daines, in 2014, was a co-sponsor of H.R. 1526, which mandated "annual 
harvests of one-half the Forest Service's long-term sustainable yield for each national forest."  
This would have been a "six-fold increase in timber harvest from Montana's nine national 
forests, from 62.5 million board feet cut in 2012 to a regular production of 380.5 million board 
feet."  Critics of the measure said the bill "would gut the National Forest Management Act."   
ώwƻō /ƘŀƴŜȅΣ άDaines' plan calls for six-fold increase in Montana loggingΣέ The Missoulian, 
09/29/13] 
 
Ryan Zinke supported "Rep. Daines' legislation to increase timber harvest." [Tom Kuglin, 
άTransferring federal lands to Montana: Political theater or a viable option?Σέ Helena 
Independent Record, 08/31/14] 
 
Ryan Zinke pushed "a forest management rider" that would allow "the Forest Service to limit 
its analysis of logging projects" and "allow logging projects of 3,000 acres or less to skip some 
environmental review."  
 
In 2015 Ryan Zinke pushed "a forest management rider" to "an omnibus budget bill" that 
"would have allowed the Forest Service to limit its analysis of logging projects to only the 
proposed version or no action [instead of looking at multiple options of varying sizes], and allow 
logging projects of 3,000 acres or less to skip some environmental review through 'categorical 

https://helenair.com/news/%20politics/conservation-and-access-groups-slam-zinke-s-vote-as-land/article_fca080cc-e9ad-54cc-a605-5b82c35fa3c4.html
https://helenair.com/news/%20politics/conservation-and-access-groups-slam-zinke-s-vote-as-land/article_fca080cc-e9ad-54cc-a605-5b82c35fa3c4.html
http://missoulian.com/news/local/daines-plan-calls-for-six-fold-increase-in-montana-logging/article_fe9a4494-2880-11e3-b146-001a4bcf887a.html
https://billingsgazette.com/news/local/government-and-politics/e003cc95-fe51-501e-9725-653d436ed8f8.html?mobile_touch=true
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analysis' if they're supported by collaborative groups." ώwƻō /ƘŀƴŜȅΣ άLogging rider sinks fire-
borrowing fix; LWCF makes it into omnibus spending bill,έ The Missoulian, 12/16/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke was an author of and voted in committee for legislation to "increase timber 
production on U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management lands" and "speed 
environmental reviews" for some logging plans to make it more difficult for opponents to file 
lawsuits against the Forest Service.  
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, "partly authored" and voted in committee for H.R. 2647, which was 
legislation to "allow the Federal Emergency Management Agency to transfer funds to the 
Forest Service to fight wildfires" and speed "environmental reviews for logging plans of up to 
15,000 acres developed by consensus-building groups."  It would modify "federal forest 
management practices to increase timber production on U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management [BLM] lands as a means of promoting greater forest health and reducing 
wildfires."  The bill would also provide "for expedited actions by federal agencies by expanding 
the types of forestry activities that can occur without environmental impact statements and by 
accelerating environmental reviews for salvage operations and reforestation activities after 
catastrophic events."  The legislation included provisions to create "certain instances where 
plaintiffs who bring a lawsuit against the Forest Service would not be able to recover attorney 's 
fees if successful and would be liable to cover the Forest Service's legal fees if the suit is not 
successful."   
 
Environmental groups have said the legislation "amounts to another effort by the timber 
industry and its allies to run roughshod over environmental laws." The legislation passed out of 
committee 22 to 15, with 15 Democrats voting against it. [House Natural Resources 
Committee, 06/11/15; David Bell, "Bill to allow harvesting in federal forests passes House," 
Eastern Arizona Courier, 07/16/15; "Legislative Week: This Week on the House Floor," 
Congressional Quarterly's House Action Reports, 07/06/15, wƻō /ƘŀƴŜȅΣ άHouse passes forest 
management bill co-authored by ZinkeΣέ The MissoulianΣ лтκлфκмрΤ WŜŦŦ aŀǇŜǎΣ άIs a deal on 
federal timber policy in the offing? House GOP hopes so as it passes new logging billΣέ The 
Oregonian, 07/09/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, released a "land management plan" that called "for expanding access to 
public roads for snowmobiles and recreational off-highway vehicles." 
 
"In his federal land management plan released Oct. 15 [2014], Republican U.S. House candidate 
Ryan Zinke, of Whitefish, called for better coordination between federal agencies and counties 
in decisions that affect access to public lands.  His plan directs federal agencies to take land-
management actions that benefit fishing, shooting sports and outdoor recreation."   
 
Additionally, "Zinke's plan also calls for expanding access to public roads for snowmobiles and 
recreational off-highway vehicles.  He said he wants to address abuse of federal laws such as 
the Endangered Species Act and opposes expanding habitat for grizzly bears and sage grouse 

https://missoulian.com/news/local/%20logging-rider-sinks-fire-borrowing-fix-lwcf-makes-it-into/article_4da759db-0ada-5d94-b534-483d6554c294.html
https://missoulian.com/news/local/%20logging-rider-sinks-fire-borrowing-fix-lwcf-makes-it-into/article_4da759db-0ada-5d94-b534-483d6554c294.html
https://www.eacourier.com/copper_era/news/bill-to-allow-harvesting-in-federal-forests-passes-house/article_3963507a-2a73-11e5-a231-331c10f99fff.html
http://missoulian.com/news/local/house-passes-forest-management-bill-co-authored-by-zinke/article_508fc7a4-2165-5c24-9e86-08c5a9f6422b.html
http://missoulian.com/news/local/house-passes-forest-management-bill-co-authored-by-zinke/article_508fc7a4-2165-5c24-9e86-08c5a9f6422b.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/mapes/index.ssf/2015/07/is_a_deal_on_federal_timber_po.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/mapes/index.ssf/2015/07/is_a_deal_on_federal_timber_po.html


Page 75 of 226 

 

without scientific evidence that it will improve populations." ώά/ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƭŀƴŘ 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊΣέ Hungry Horse News, 10/22/14] 
 
Ryan Zinke thinks the EPA is run like a criminal operation. 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, said allowing EPA to regulate water and flood plains is "kind of like handing 
over the keys to a criminal ς of your car.  It's just not a good idea because you never know 
where that car is going to go.  This administration has had a number of issues that have been 
overreach."  ώάTalk Back With Congressman Ryan Zinke and UM Law Professor Jeff RenzΣέ 
Newstalk KVGO, 09/08/13, (03:00)] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2016, co-signed a letter to the EPA expressing support for continued use of 
atrazine, which is a weed killer that has been "linked to cancer and birth defects."  The 
authors argued that it would be "irresponsible" to "greatly restrict" atrazine.   
 
Ryan Zinke, on November 1, 2016, co-signed a letter to the Environmental Protection Agency 
that expressed concern with the EPA's "draft ecological risk assessment on atrazine."  The 
authors of the letter argued that it would be "irresponsible" to "greatly restrict" atrazine, and 
claimed that the "EPA's draft ecological risk assessment throws [atrazine's] future use into 
doubt, an outcome that, according to many, may not be scientifically justified."  Atrazine, which 
is a weed killer, has been "one of the most widely used herbicides in the United States for 
decades," and the letter Zinke signed claims that it "has been safely used for over fifty years."   
 
However, research has shown that atrazine "may be linked to cancer and birth defects."  
Experts consider atrazine "an endocrine disruptor" that has "been tied to abnormal sexual 
development in animals."  The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection has warned that "long-term exposure to atrazine may cause a variety of health 
problems, including weight loss, heart damage and muscle spasms," after high levels of atrazine 
were found in Wisconsin drinking water.  Atrazine is "widely found in streams and drinking 
water near farms where it's used," and some cities "have spent millions of dollars to dilute or 
filter out atrazine levels from drinking water." [Rachael Lallensack, άΨ{ǘǊƛŎǘΩ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ 
ŜǊŀǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀterΣέ Wisconsin Center for Journalism, 10/16/16; 
άWisconsin farm groups fight EPA on atrazine levelsΣέ Associated Press, 09/13/16; Letter from 
Ken Buck et. al. to Gina McCarthy, 11/01/16; ¢ƻƳ tƘƛƭǇƻǘǘΣ ά¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ-Denying EPA Pick 
Also Thinks Pesticides Are HarmlessΣέ Slate, 11/18/16] 
 
Climate Change 
 
Ryan Zinke has been all over the map on climate change.  He signed a letter to President 
Barack Obama "urging climate change legislation," but he also said climate change is "'not 
proven science'"  and that as a geologist "ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƴƻ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΧǘƘŀǘ ŎƭƛƳŀte 
change is changing the weather." Zinke, who is not a geologist, "doesn't even think that 
climate change is manmade." 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bzzbw5eXoNg
http://wisconsinwatch.org/2016/10/strict-pesticide-rules-fail-to-erase-threat-to-wisconsins-drinking-water
http://wisconsinwatch.org/2016/10/strict-pesticide-rules-fail-to-erase-threat-to-wisconsins-drinking-water
https://www.nbc15.com/content/news/Wisconsin-farm-groups-fight-EPA-on-atrazine-levels-393249601.html
https://buck.house.gov/sites/buck.house.gov/files/wysiwyg_uploaded/Final%20Atrazine%20Letter.pdf
https://buck.house.gov/sites/buck.house.gov/files/wysiwyg_uploaded/Final%20Atrazine%20Letter.pdf
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/climate_desk/2016/11/myron_ebell_trump_s_epa_pick_thinks_pesticides_are_harmless.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/climate_desk/2016/11/myron_ebell_trump_s_epa_pick_thinks_pesticides_are_harmless.html
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In 2009, Ryan "Zinke wrote a guest column in the Flathead Beacon supporting new wind, solar 
and biomass facilities and later signed a letter to President Obama urging climate change 
legislation." [Troy Carter, "U.S. House race: Zinke presents energy plan," Bozeman Daily 
Chronicle, 07/30/14]  
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2014, "ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƴƻ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΧǘƘŀǘ 
climate change is changing the weather."  [Troy Carter, "Zinke: Lewis wrong on energy," 
Bozeman Daily Chronicle, 06/18/14] 
 
He also said in reference to climate change, "' it 's not a hoax, but it's not proven science either.'"  
[Charles Johnson, "Lewis, Zinke debate federal budget, health care, global warming," Billings 
Gazette, 10/04/14]  
 
"He doesn't even think that climate change is manmade." ["Shields and Brooks on Sen. Joni 
9ǊƴǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлмр State of the Union," PBS Newshour, 01/20/15] 
 
wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΣ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ άŀǎ ŀ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ōƻƻǎǘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ άǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ƻǊ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘέ ŘƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ άǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
settings, including manȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŀǘƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΦέ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ άǿƘƛƭŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ Ŏƻŀƭ 
revenue, seismic activity, climate change, national monuments, precious metals, endangered 
ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ŦǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎΦέ wȅŀƴ ά½ƛƴƪŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ Ƨƻō ŀǎ ŀ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΦέ  
 
άSince becoming leader of the 70,000-ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜέ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΣ wȅŀƴ ά½ƛƴƪŜ Ƙŀǎ 
suggested that he was a geologist or former geologist at least 40 times in public settings, 
including many under oath before Congress. He uses it as a credential booster, saying things 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎΣ ΨL Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎƭȅ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜƛǎƳƛŎΣΩ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦέ IŜ Ƙŀǎ άŦŀƭƭŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦέ  
 
wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜ Ƙŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ άƛǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ Ŏƻŀƭ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜΣ ǎŜƛǎƳƛŎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ƳŜǘŀƭǎΣ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ŦǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎΦέ  
 
ά½ƛƴƪŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ Ƨƻō ŀǎ ŀ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΣέ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ άƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ½ƛƴƪŜ 
wrote that he majored in geology at the University of Oregon, which he attended on a football 
ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀǘ ǊŀƴŘƻƳΦέ aŀƴȅ άƎŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΧƘŀǾŜ ŦƭŀƎƎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ 
disingenuous, saying that someone with a 34-year-old degree who never worked in the field is 
ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΦέ ώ{ŀǊŀ DŀƴƛƳΣ άRyan Zinke refers to himself as a geologist. ThaǘΩǎ ŀ 
Ƨƻō ƘŜΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜƭŘΦά CNN, 04/17/18] 
 
Ryan Zinke voted in committee for an amendment to prohibit the Department of Defense 
from "carry[ing] out executive orders containing provisions relating to preparing the United 
States for the impacts of climate change," and he wrote legislation to "prohibit U.S. trade 
negotiators from using trade agreements to make climate change policy."  
 

https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/politics/u-s-house-race-zinke-presents-energy-plan/article_9e6c6a5e-1810-11e4-a990-001a4bcf887a.html
https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/politics/article_%209acaff66-f67b-11e3-8238-001a4bcf887a.html
https://billingsgazette.com/news/local/government-and-politics/lewis-zinke-debate-federal-budget-health-care-global-warming/article_d062bc3c-c8e9-5909-854f-5e78efc52868.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/shields-brooks-joni-ernsts-sotu-response
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/shields-brooks-joni-ernsts-sotu-response
https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/17/politics/ryan-zinke-geologist-interior-secretary/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/17/politics/ryan-zinke-geologist-interior-secretary/index.html
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Ryan Zinke, on April 27, 2016, voted in the House Armed Services Committee for the Fleming 
amendment to H.R. 4909, which was an amendment to "prohibit the Defense Department from 
using authorized funds to carry out executive orders containing provisions relating to preparing 
the United States for the impacts of climate change and sustainable energy practices."  The 
amendment was rejected by one vote, with four Republicans joining with 26 Democrats to vote 
against it.  [House Armed Services Committee, 04/27/16; CQ Committee Coverage of the House 
Armed Services Committee, 04/27/16]  
 
Paul Ryan added to a 2015 customs bill language written by Ryan Zinke to "prohibit U.S. trade 
negotiators from using trade agreements to make climate change policy."  The customs bill was 
part of the "package that would make approving the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade agreement 
[TPP] a straight up-and-down vote in Congress." [CQ Committee Coverage of the Rules 
Committee, 06/10/15; Samantha Page, "tŀǳƭ wȅŀƴΩǎ bŜǿ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ²ƻǳƭŘ aŀƪŜ ¢ƘŜ hōŀƳŀ 
Trade Deal Even Worse For The Climate," ThinkProgress, 06/11/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in his written responses to questions asked by senators during the confirmation 
process, said "I believe that the impacts of climate change are uncertain and that we have not 
yet determined the best way or ways to address it," and while "climate is changing" and 
"man is an influence," there's debate on "what that influence is" and "what can we do about 
it." 
 
Zinke said, "I believe that the impacts of climate change are uncertain and that we have not yet 
determined the best way or ways to address it." [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources Questionnaire, Ryan Zinke, 01/17/17] 
 
Zinke said one of the three tenants of climate change was that it was being caused by man. 
[U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17] 
 
Zinke said, "So, climate is changing; man is an influence. I think where there's debate on it is 
what that influence is; what can we do about it." [U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources, Ryan Zinke Hearing, 01/17/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in his written responses to questions asked by senators during the confirmation 
process, did not give a straight yes or no answer when he was asked if he would support 
"continued climate change research and education" at the Department of the Interior's eight 
Climate Science Centers.  
 
When asked by Senator Ron Wyden if he would "support the continued climate change 
research and education" at the Department of Interior's eight Climate Science Centers, Zinke 
did not give a straight yes or no answer but said, "I value and support collaboration with public 
and private research institutions. As mentioned at the confirmation hearing, I believe that 
programs are most effective when they operate according to "clear and precise" goals. I look 
forward to a complete review of the eight DOI Climate Science Centers and their results over 

https://thinkprogress.org/paul-ryans-new-amendment-would-make-the-obama-trade-deal-even-worse-for-the-climate-c67e9de12c26/#.1ybvpjxoa
https://thinkprogress.org/paul-ryans-new-amendment-would-make-the-obama-trade-deal-even-worse-for-the-climate-c67e9de12c26/#.1ybvpjxoa
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the past six years as we develop an agenda for moving forward." [U.S. Senate Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources Questionnaire, Ryan Zinke, 01/17/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in May 2015, co-signed a letter that opposed reducing ozone "from 75 parts per 
billion [ppb] to a range between 60 and 70 ppb," because changing the standard levels could 
cause "significant economic harm to local economies" within "the intermountain western 
U.S. and along the U.S. border." In July 2015, he co-signed a letter opposing the EPA's 
"proposed new ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards." The authors of the letter 
encouraged the EPA to "support economic growth" by "maintaining the existing 75 ppb 
ozone standard." 
 
Ryan Zinke, in May 2015, co-signed a letter to the Environmental Protection Agency opposing a 
November 2014 proposed rule to "tighten the existing National Ambient Air Quality Standard 
[NAAQS] for ozone from 75 parts per billion [ppb] to a range between 60 and 70 ppb." Zinke 
and other members of Congress claimed that the new proposed levels "would be unachievable 
for many states with already high levels of background ozone" and that changing the standard 
levels could cause "significant economic harm to local economies" within "the intermountain 
western U.S. and along the U.S. border." [Mia Love et. al. to Gina McCarthy, 05/19/15] 
 
In her June 2015 response to Ryan Zinke, Janet McCabe of the Environmental Protection 
Agency disputed the claim that the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards [NAAQS] 
proposed rule would negatively impact the economy, saying that the "great progress in 
improving air quality and public health in the United States" that the EPA had made had not 
come "at the expense" of the economy. McCabe continued, "over the past 40 years, air 
pollution has decreased by nearly 70 percent while the economy has tripled." [Janet McCabe to 
Ryan Zinke, 06/17/15]  
 
In July 2015, Ryan Zinke co-signed a letter to the Environmental Protection Agency opposing 
"proposed new ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards." Zinke and other members of 
Congress claimed that the "air is cleaner today than it has been in thirty years" and in their 
letter they encouraged the EPA to "support economic growth" by "maintaining the existing 75 
ppb ozone standard." They also claimed that "EPA is just now providing states with guidance to 
implement the 2008 standard, and the state-federal clean air partnership should be allowed an 
opportunity to work" before the EPA implemented new standards. [Robert Latta et. al. to Gina 
McCarthy, 07/28/15] 
 
After the Supreme Court stayed the Obama administration's Clean Power Plan, Ryan Zinke, in 
2016, co-signed a letter that accused EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy of trying to 
undermine its ruling.  
 
Ryan Zinke, in June 2016, co-signed a letter regarding "the Supreme Court's orders granting 
applications from states and stakeholders to stay the 'Clean Power Plan.'" In their letter, they 
expressed concern that EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy had made statements that, they 
claimed, "undermine[d] the certainty that the American people deserve and the Supreme Court 

https://love.house.gov/uploads/EPA%20Ozone%20(5-19-15).pdf
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ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘΧ ǎǘŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /tt ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭƭ ƛǘǎ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎΦ" [John Ratcliffe 
et. al. to Gina McCarthy, 06/23/16] 
 
In 2014, Ryan Zinke co-signed a letter to the EPA opposing a draft rule to "' regulate 'major 
sources' of emissions in the ceramic tile industry.'"  The authors of the letter claimed that 
there were "no major sources of air emissions in the ceramic tile industry." 
 
In July 2014, Ryan Zinke co-signed a letter to the Environmental Protection Agency opposing a 
draft rule to "'regulate 'major sources' of emissions in the ceramic tile industry.'" Zinke and 
other members of Congress claimed that the regulation was "needless" because there were "no 
major sources of air emissions in the ceramic tile industry." [James Inhofe et. al. to Gina 
McCarthy, 07/14/14]  
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, opposed the proposed Renewable Volume Obligations requirement 
under the Renewable Fuel Standard because higher-blend ethanol fuel mixtures could "cause 
adverse impacts on American Consumers and the economy."  
 
Ryan Zinke, in November 2015, co-signed a letter to the EPA expressing "significant concern 
with the recently proposed 2016 Renewable Volume Obligations [RVO] under the Renewable 
Fuel Standard [RFS]." The letter said the proposed change would "constitute a breach of the 
ŜǘƘŀƴƻƭ ōƭŜƴŘǿŀƭƭΧ-- the point at which the gasoline supply is saturated with the maximum 
amount of ethanol that the current vehicle fleet, marine and other small engines, and refueling 
infrastructure can safely accommodate." The letter said this would "cause adverse impacts on 
American Consumers and the economy." [Bill Flores et. al. to Gina McCarthy, 11/04/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke has said he supports biomass energy because it is a "sustainable, responsible, 
renewable, and economically significant energy source" and it benefits "the vitality and 
health of our nation's forests." In 2016, Zinke advocated for the biomass industry by asking 
EPA to meet with "private landowners, producers, and utilities" prior to a public stakeholder 
workshop.  
 
In July 2015, Ryan Zinke co-signed a letter to the Environmental Protection Agency, the US 
Department of Energy, and the US Department of Agriculture, in which Zinke and other 
members of Congress expressed support for biomass energy because it was a "sustainable, 
responsible, renewable, and economically significant energy source."  They continued to say 
that they "support[ed] renewable biomass to create jobs and economic growth while meeting 
our nation's energy needs." [Reid Ribble et. al. to Gina McCarthy, Ernest Moniz, and Tom 
Vilsack, 07/31/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in February 2016, co-signed a letter to the Environmental Protection Agency asking 
them to clarify their "policy on forest biomass EPA in the final Model Rule for state 
implementation plans [SIP] under the Clean Power Plan [CPP]." The authors of the letter wrote 
that "the biomass power industry provide[d] significant benefits to the vitality and health of our 
nation's forests" and asked the EPA to meet with biomass stakeholders, including "private 
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landowners, biomass producers, and utilities" in advance of a prescheduled stakeholder 
workshop "in order to find common ground." [Bruce Westerman et. al. to Gina McCarthy, 
02/16/16] 
 
Wildfires 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, voted to reduce funds in the Department of the Interior, Environment, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations bill by "1 percent across-the-board," resulting in a vote 
to cut "wildland firefighting and prevention programs" by $36 million. 
 
On July 8, 2015, Ryan Zinke voted for an amendment offered by Marsha Blackburn to the 
Department of the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 2016 to 
"reduce funds in the bill by 1 percent across-the-board." The bill that Zinke voted to cut funded 
"wildland firefighting and prevention programs at $3.6 billion," fully funded "the 10-year 
average for wildland fire suppression costs for both the Department of the Interior and the 
Forest Service and provide[d] $526 million for hazardous fuels management." Consequently, 
Zinke voted to cut "wildland firefighting and prevention programs" by $36,000,000. [Roll Call 
Vote 407, United States House of Representatives, 07/08/15; H. Amdt 589, United States House 
of Representatives, 114th Congress; Press Release, House Committee on Appropriations, 
06/09/15] 
 
In 2015, Ryan Zinke voted against budget legislation that would have allowed the House 
Committee on Appropriations an "additional amount of budget authority" when it came to 
"making appropriations for wildfire suppression operations."  
 
Ryan Zinke, on March 25, 2015, voted against the Van Hollen Substitute Amendment and the 
Butterfield Substitute Amendment for H. Con. Res. 27, which were both Democratic budget 
substitutes to the Republican budget. Both of these amendments would have allowed for 
legislation "making appropriations for wildfire suppression operations for fiscal year 2016 that 
appropriate[d] a base amount equal to 70 percent of the average cost of wildfire suppression 
operations over the previous 10 years and provide[d] an additional appropriation of up to but 
ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ϷмΦр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƭŘŦƛǊŜ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ 
Committee on Appropriations [to] be adjusted by the additional amount of budget authority 
above the base amount and the outlays resulting from that additional budget authority." Van 
Hollen's amendment failed 160-264, with 160 Democrats voting for it and 22 Democrats joining 
the Republicans to vote against it; Butterfield's amendment failed 120-306, with 120 Democrats 
voting for it and 62 Democrats joining the Republicans to vote against it. [Roll Call Vote 139, 
United States House of Representatives, 03/25/15; H.Amdt.84 to H.Con.Res.27, United States 
House of Representatives, 114th Congress;  Roll Call Vote 137, United States House of 
Representatives, 03/25/15; H.Amdt.82 to H.Con.Res.27, United States House of 
Representatives, 114th Congress] 
 

http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2015/roll407.xml
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2015/roll407.xml
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/114th-congress/house-amendment/589
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394247
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2015/roll139.xml
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/114th-congress/house-amendment/84
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2015/roll137.xml
https://www.congress.gov/amendment/114th-congress/house-amendment/82/text
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Ryan Zinke, in 2015, voted against the Republican budget, which would have created a 
mechanism to allow for "decreasing forest hazardous fuel loads" and against creating a 
mechanism to allow for "reforming the budgeting process for wildfire suppression."  
 
On April 30, 2015, Ryan Zinke voted against the Republican budget, "S. Con. Res 11 ς An original 
concurrent resolution setting forth the congressional budget for the United States Government 
for fiscal year 2016 and setting forth the appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2017 
through 2025." Among other things, the budget legislation "Authorize[d] the chairman of the 
Senate Budget Committee to adjust aggregates, allocations, levels, and limits included in this 
resolution if legislation is enacted that permits adjustments to discretionary spending limits to 
accommodate wildfire suppression funding" and also "Establishe[d] a spending-neutral reserve 
fund for legislation relating to increasing timber production from federal lands and providing 
funding to local governments until timber production levels increase, decreasing forest 
hazardous fuel loads, improving stewardship contracting, or reforming the budgeting process 
for wildfire suppression operations without raising new revenue if the legislation would not 
increase the deficit over the FY2016-FY2020 or the FY2016-FY2025 periods."  
 
The bill passed 226-197 and mostly along party lines, with 226 Republicans voting for it and 14 
Republicans [including Zinke] joining the Democrats to vote against it. Democrats voted against 
the budget because it would "boost defense spending, slash social welfare programs and target 
ObamaCare." [S. Con. Res. 11, United States House of Representatives, 114th Congress; Bernie 
Becker, "House passes budget in win for GOP," The Hill, 04/30/15; Roll Call Vote 183, United 
States House of Representatives, 04/14/15] 
 
In 2015, Ryan Zinke voted against a motion that would have required that "sufficient supplies 
of water [were] allocated both for drinking and the fighting of wildfires." The motion would 
have ensured that the underlying bill, which Zinke voted for, made "changes to Western 
water allocations" so that there would be "enough water in reservoirs, lakes, and community 
supplies to make sure that wildfires [could] be fought." That year, California was in the 
"fourth year of a prolonged drought," which made the state at " increased risk for wildfires." 
Earlier in the year California had experienced "two of the most deadly wildfires" in state 
history, "which killed 17 people." The motion's supporters described ensuring water to fight 
wildfires as "a matter of life and death." 
 
Ryan Zinke, on July 16, 2015, voted for H.R. 2898, the Western Water and American Food 
Security Act, a bill to "direc[t] more water to agricultural users" in the Central Valley and "less 
to the benefit of farming in the [Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta] and fishing, environmental and 
recreational interests in other parts of California and in Oregon." The bill passed 245-176. The 
bill passed mostly along party lines, with 5 Democrats joining 240 Republicans to vote for it, and 
1 Republican joining 175 Democrats to vote against it. [Roll Call Vote 447, United States House 
of Representatives, 07/16/15; "Votes In Congress," The Gazette, 07/19/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke voted against a motion "to recommit" H.R. 2898 "back to the House Natural 
wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƛǘƘΧ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǿith an amendment to 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-concurrent-resolution/11
http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/house/240720-house-approves-budget-handing-victory-to-republican-leaders
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2015/roll183.xml
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2015/roll447.xml


Page 82 of 226 

 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜΧ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ώǿŜǊŜϐ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ōƻǘƘ ŦƻǊ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
wild fires." The motion to recommit was a "bid" to prevent the underlying bill "from taking 
effect if it would reallocate water in California in a way that imperil[ed] drinking-water safety or 
diminish[ed] supplies needed for fighting wildfires." The motion was rejected completely along 
party lines, with 183 Democrats voting for it and 239 Republicans voting against it. [Roll Call 
Vote 446, CQ, 07/16/15; "Votes In Congress," The Gazette, 07/19/15] 
 
Ami Bera, who introduced the motion to recommit, said the motion "ensure[d] that we [would] 
have safe drinking water for our constituents and enough water to fight wildfires" because it 
had "been hot and dry in California" and "95 percent" of the state had "reached severe drought 
status." Bera described the situation as a "crisis" that was affecting "ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΧ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΣ ώŀƴŘϐ 
small- business owners who [were] feeling the pain of this prolonged drought every day."  
 
Because California was "in the fourth year of a prolonged drought," Scott Peters said, the 
drought was "placing [California] at increased risk for wildfires." In 2015, California was "in the 
ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦΧ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊǎƘ ǿƛƭŘŦƛǊŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ" and by mid-July of that year "California fire officials 
ha[d] responded to more than 3,300 wildfires, which [was] a thousand more than the average 
from the [previous] 5 years," including "ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ ǿƛƭŘŦƛǊŜǎ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΧ 
which killed 17 people." The motion to recommit would ensure that as "changes to Western 
water allocations" were made by the underlying bill, there would be "enough water in 
reservoirs, lakes, and community supplies to make sure that wildfires [could] be fought." Peters 
concluded that ensuring the availability of water to fight wildfires was "a matter of life and 
death." [Motion to Recommit on Western Water and American Food Security Act of 2015, 
Congressional Record, 07/16/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2015, voted for a bill to "scale back the National Environmental Policy Act" and 
to "truncat[e] review procedures" for " large construction projects in the United States." He 
also voted against an amendment to the bill that would have required federal agencies to 
"adequately ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘΧwildfire" when constructing new projects.   
 
On September 25, 2015, Ryan Zinke voted for H.R. 348, the Responsibly And Professionally 
Invigorating Development Act [RAPID Act] of 2015, a bill to "scale back the National 
Environmental Policy Act as a regulator of large construction projects in the United States." In 
particular, the RAPID Act "disavow[ed] the social cost of carbon emissions; se[t] a two-year 
deadline for completing environmental reviews; require[d] lawsuits challenging reviews to be 
filed within 180 days; limit[ed] the number of reviews per project; authorize[d] states to 
prepare alternative environmental assessments; and allow[ed] agencies to accept secondary 
rather than original analyses of environmental impacts. [Roll Call Vote 518, United States House 
of Representatives, 09/25/15; "Votes In Congress," The Gazette, 09/27/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke voted against an amendment to H.R. 348 offered by Alan Lowenthal to ensure that 
federal agencies "adequately address[ed] risks associated with flooding, wildfire, and climate 
change" when constructing new projects. Because the RAPID Act's "truncated review 
ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΧΦ ǿƻǳƭŘ potentially apply to construction projects of enormous size, scope, and 
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complexity" and because climate change posed "severe threats to the health, safety, and 
economies of local communities through the increased risks of floods, fire and severe weather," 
the Lowenthal amendment would have ensured that "federal agencies consider[ed] these 
impacts and construct[ed] projects that [were] resilient to the impacts of climate change." The 
amendment failed 170 to 228. The vote happened mostly along party lines, with four 
Republicans and 166 Democrats voting for it, and 225 Republicans and 3 Democrats voting 
against it. [Roll Call Vote 508, CQ, 09/25/15; House Report 114-261, 114th Congress, 09/16/15; 
Responsibly and Professionally Invigorating Development Act of 2015, Congressional Record, 
09/24/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke claimed that wildfires burning in Montana in 2015 were "due to decades of poor 
management of our forests," and he claimed that we can "minimize the risk of wildfires" if 
we improve "habitat health through responsible harvest and forest management." Zinke has 
also blamed environmental groups bringing "frivolous lawsuits" for hindering forest reform. 
 
In 2015, Ryan Zinke claimed that wildfires burning in Montana that year were due "in part 
because of the dry and hot weather" but were "due even more so due to decades of poor 
management of our forests." [Ryan Zinke, "Let's not fiddle while Montana burns," Great Falls 
Tribune, 08/29/15] 
 
When Ryan Zinke ran for Congress in 2014, he argued that federal agencies should "focus on 
managing lands in a way to promote forest and habitat health." Zinke claimed that if we 
"'improv[e] habitat health through responsible harvest and forest management we can manage 
our forests in a way that will minimize the risk of wildfires and promote healthy habitat.'" 
[Charles Johnson, "Zinke wants federal land decisions OK'd by local government," The Montana 
Standard, 10/16/14] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in September 2015, lamented that "'the Forest Service ha[d] to transfer another 
quarter billion dollars to cover the exorbitant costs of firefighting'" and that "'fire fighters, 
rangers, resources, our forests themselves, and now our budgets have been pushed to their 
breaking points.'" Zinke has bragged that he "co-authored the Resilient Federal Forests Act of 
2015," legislation that "solves the wildfire 'borrowing problem' by allowing the USFS to use 
funds from the Federal Emergency Management Agency to fight fires." [Chris Griffin, "Rep Ryan 
Zinke Statement on USFS Wildfire Funding Gap," KMMS, 09/15/15; Ryan Zinke, "Let's not fiddle 
while Montana burns," Great Falls Tribune, 08/29/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke has also blamed environmental groups bringing "frivolous lawsuits" for impeding 
forest reform. [Ryan Zinke op-ed, "Ryan Zinke: A wilderness bill will not put out wildfires," The 
Independent Record, 08/12/15] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in April 2016, criticized a decision "by the Air National Guard to move military 
airborne firefighting systems from North Carolina to Nevada, rather than Montana." Zinke 
argued that Montana "desperately needed" the military airborne firefighting system for fighting 
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wildfires. [Kristin Wong, "Zinke blasts Air Guard decision not to base wildfire fighting assets in 
Montana," The Hill, 04/11/16] 
 
In 2009, Ryan Zinke voted in the state legislature to revise the funding source to pay 
firefighters so that instead of funding coming from the "general fund of the state," funding 
would be "appropriated by the legislature." 
 
Ryan Zinke, in March 2009, voted for HB 104, a bill to "revise source of funding for pay for state 
active duty for firefighting." This bill changed the funding source for state active duty 
firefighting so that instead of funding coming from the "general fund of the state," funding 
would be "appropriated by the legislature." [Vote on HB 104, Montana Senate, 03/30/09; HB 
104, Montana Legislature, 61st Legislature] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2009, voted for Montana to have "initial authority on all fires" and voted to 
urge Montana's federal delegation "to pass legislation" to allow Montana to have "active 
management of fuel loading" and to ensure "ability" to access forests. 
 
In January 2009, Ryan Zinke, voted for SB 111, legislation to "mak[e] certain the state ha[d] the 
initial authority on all fires in Montana." Supporters claimed the bill was "necessary because 
the U.S. Forest Service [was] not always fast enough." [Vote on SB 111, Montana Senate, 
01/26/09; Matt Gouras, "Senate moves fire bills," Associated Press, 01/24/09] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in March 2009, voted for both HJ 4, a resolution to "Urge authority for 
gubernatorial wildfire fuel hazard crisis," and for HJ 7, a resolution to "Urge modification of 
federal wildfire policy." These two resolutions urged the Montana "federal delegation to pass 
legislation" to allow Montana to have "active management of fuel loading" and to ensure 
"ability" to access forests. [Vote on HJ 4, Montana Senate, 03/30/09, Vote on HJ 7, Montana 
Senate, 03/21/09; Chas Vincent, "Column: Legislator gives update on session's bills, 
resolutions," The Western News, 04/21/09] 
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2009, voted to allow counties to be able to impose "a property tax levy" for 
"forest or grassland hazardous fuels reduction projects" in areas "where wildland fire [was] a 
threat." 
 
Ryan Zinke, in January 2009, voted for SB 98, a bill to "authorize local taxing jurisdiction for 
wildland fuel reduction projects." This was a bill to allow counties to impose "a property tax 
levy for any public or governmental purpose" for "forest or grassland hazardous fuels reduction 
projects in areas near homes and communities where wildland fire [was] a threat." [Vote on SB 
98, Montana Senate, 01/21/09; SB 98, Montana Legislature, 61st Legislature]  
 
Ryan Zinke, in 2011, voted against providing workers' compensation to volunteer firefighters.  
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In March 2011 Ryan Zinke voted against HB 552, legislation to "provide workers' comp to 
volunteer firefighters and EMS workers." [Vote on HB 552, Montana Senate, 03/17/11; Bill 
Actions for HB 552, Montana Legislature, 62nd Legislature]  
 
In 2009, Ryan Zinke voted against legislation intended to eliminate "age discrimination" 
against older firefighters. This was legislation that the bill's supporters claimed would "put 
rural fire districts on par with municipal fire departments."  
 
Ryan Zinke, in February 2009, voted against SB 373, a bill intended to "eliminate" "age 
discrimination" by allowing "all Montana residents able to perform the essential functions of 
the job of firefighter by eliminating an age distinction largely based on concern for the 
retirement and disability system." Supporters of the bill also claimed that it would "put rural 
fire districts on par with municipal fire departments in the recruitment and retention of full 
time, paid firefighters." [Vote on SB 373, Montana Senate, 02/24/09; William B. Hanson, "SB 
373τComplete the Work Started By the 2007 Legislature When It Enacted SB 532 and Avoid 
Illegal Discrimination Against Firefighters Over 34," Hearing of the Montana Senate Committee 
on Business, Labor and Economic Affairs, 02/12/09] 
 
In February 2011 Ryan Zinke voted for SB 222, legislation to "revise qualifications for 
firefighters." This bill eliminated the requirement that a firefighter could not be "more than 34 
years of age" at the time of their "original appointment" as a firefighter. [Vote on SB 222, 
Montana Senate, 02/09/11; Bill Actions for SB 222, Montana Legislature, 62nd Legislature; "SB 
222," Montana Legislature, 62nd Legislature]  

 

Record As Interior Secretary 
 
Energy Influence 
 
Secretary Ryan Zinke, in October 2017, appeared at an industry "listening session" entitled 
"Cut the Red Tape: Liberating America from Bureaucracy" at the White House. He told 
attendants of the roundtable that the Interior Department would eliminate regulations and 
be a "partner" to industry. 
 
At the October 2017 event, Zinke said, "We're not only going to look at every regulation we 
have now, but we're going to reduce it. We're looking at two-for-one. Every time we put 
something in, we're going to try to get two out, and remove the excessive burden and again be 
partners." [Video 01, Cutting the Red Tape: Liberating America from Bureaucracy, 10/02/17 
[00:17:24]] 
 
Ryan Zinke's Interior Department, in a presentation to BLM's Executive Leadership Team, said 
that BLM is "not interested in acquiring new areas for federal management." He said that 
"major priorities" include "energy security and mineral development." 
 

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0211W$BLAC.VoteTabulation?P_VOTE_SEQ=S920&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=552&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0211W$BLAC.VoteTabulation?P_VOTE_SEQ=S651&P_SESS=20091
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2009/Minutes/Senate/Exhibits/bus33a07.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2009/Minutes/Senate/Exhibits/bus33a07.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2009/Minutes/Senate/Exhibits/bus33a07.pdf
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0211W$BLAC.VoteTabulation?P_VOTE_SEQ=S323&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=222&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2011/billpdf/SB0222.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2011/billpdf/SB0222.pdf


Page 86 of 226 

 

Wyoming BLM Director Mary Jo Rugwell says that Ryan Zinke's Acting BLM Director Michael 
Nedd identified BLM's "major priorities," which include "energy security and mineral 
development," grazing, and "increasing access for sportsmen and recreation." Another of 
Nedd's "major priorities" is that BLM is "not interested in acquiring new areas for federal 
management of wilderness." [BLM-2018-00030 (WY BLM) Sage Grouse EO Comms, 07/25/17] 
 
Secretary Ryan Zinke referred to Michael Nedd as "'an energy guy'"  when he made Nedd 
Acting Director of the Bureau of Land Management in March 2017. This appointment signaled 
"Secretary Ryan Zinke's 'ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎΧŜƴŜǊƎȅ Ƨƻōǎ ƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎΦ'"  After being 
appointed acting director, Nedd said he would "'push all'"  energy sources to "' let the market 
decide'"  which energy sources to invest in. Michael Nedd, as acting director, fell in step with 
Secretary Ryan Zinke's energy dominance priorities. At Secretary Zinke's behest, Nedd asked 
for public input for ideas on how to make "'BLM's planning procedures and environmental 
reviews timelier and less costly.'"  When Secretary Zinke signed a secretarial order "to tackle 
permitting backlogs and delays," Nedd said that his agency has also "been examining 'how do 
we make certain'" that the oil and gas permitting process "'doesn't take so long.'"   
 
In March 2017, after Ryan Zinke was confirmed as Interior Secretary, he made Nedd the 
"interim head" of the Bureau of Land Management. Interior said that Nedd's appointment 
signaled "Secretary Ryan Zinke's 'focus on creating responsible energy jobs on public lands 
where appropriate.'" Secretary Zinke said of Michael Nedd, "'Let me make one thing clear, the 
Interior Department is in the energy business and Mike is an energy guy who understands the 
balance we must strike when developing resources and creating jobs on our public lands.'" 
Zinke continued, "'It is my hope that working together he will help identify areas where we can 
expand responsible mineral development while still conserving habitat and wildlife.'" [Thomas 
Burr, "Interior names energy and mineral chief new acting BLM director," Salt Lake Tribune, 
03/15/17] 
 
Shortly after being appointed acting director of the BLM, Michael Nedd said that, as acting BLM 
director he would "'ǇǳǎƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΧ ŀƭƭ ƎŀǎΣ ŎƻŀƭΣ ƘŀǊŘ-rock, and other minerals 
and renewable energy, and then we'll let the market decide which of those energies they want 
to invest in.'" He continued, "'The minute I start saying we're going to push one versus the 
other, then we start picking winners and losers. So we're going to push all the energy resources, 
and we're trying to create that kind of environment.'" Nedd has also said that "'one could argue 
- that under the [Obama] administration that scale could have been tipped too far on the 
environmental side and energy wasn't developed.'" ["NEWSMAKER: BLM's 'energy guy' may 
signal the end of big renewables," Greenwire, 03/31/17; Juliet Eilperin, "In the push to deliver 
on campaign promises, Interior's energy drive looms large," Washington Post, 07/20/17] 
 
When Secretary Zinke appointed Michael Nedd acting BLM director, Bob Abbey, who was BLM 
director during Obama's first term, described Nedd as "'a good soldier,'" meaning that Nedd 
"'will follow the direction given to him by Secretary Zinke.'" Abbey continued, "'If they want a 
renewed emphasis on oil and gas development, as it appears they do, Mike will steer the 
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agency in that direction.'" ["NEWSMAKER: BLM's 'energy guy' may signal the end of big 
renewables," Greenwire, 03/31/17] 
 
In July 2017 the Bureau of Land Management, under Michael Nedd's leadership as acting 
director, issued a press release asking the public "for ideas on 'how we can make the BLM's 
planning procedures and environmental reviews timelier and less costly, as well as responsive 
to local needs.'" Interior Secretary Zinke had previously sent a memo to Michael Nedd, directing 
BLM "to begin the process for a possible new rulemaking that would 'identify where 
redundancies and inefficient processes exist and should be eliminated, while ensuring that we 
fulfill our legal and resource stewardship responsibilities.'" Nedd's subsequent request for 
comments was "'one of the first steps to replace the Planning 2.0 rule -- repealed by Congress.'" 
[Rob Chaney, "BLM reopens public input on rule-making," Missoulian, 07/03/17; "INTERIOR: 
BLM starts bid revamp land-use planning, NEPA reviews," Greenwire, 07/05/17] 
 
On July 6, 2017, Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke "signed a secretarial order to tackle" oil and gas 
"permitting backlogs and delays, identify solutions to improve the permitting process on federal 
lands, and to identify solutions to improve access to additional parcels of federal land that are 
appropriate for mineral development.  
 
When Secretary Zinke signed the order, Michael Nedd said that under his leadership, BLM "had 
been examining 'how do we make certain'" that the oil and gas permitting process "'doesn't 
take so long' to ensure that the administration was following through on its commitment to 
promote domestic energy production." [Press Release, Department of the Interior, 07/06/17; 
Dino Grandoni and Juliet Eilperin, "Interior issues order to speed drilling permits," Washington 
Post, 07/06/17] 
 
Ryan Zinke's Interior Department supported President Trump's Fiscal Year 2018 budget 
request for the Bureau of Land Management, which was "a 13 percent cut from 2017," but it 
included increases in the oil and gas management and coal management programs.  
 
President Trump's Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 budget request for the Bureau of Land Management 
was a $1.1 billion budget, which was "a 13 percent cut from 2017 enacted levels." However, the 
President's budget request included a "proposed $16 million increase in the Oil and Gas 
Management program" and "an $8 million increase within the Coal Management program." 
[Kellie Lunney, "INTERIOR: Zinke defends reorganization, budget to skeptical senators," 
Greenwire, 06/21/17; Press Release, Department of Interior, 05/23/17] 
 
Secretary Zinke's acting BLM Director Michael Nedd supported President Trump's Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2018 budget request for the Bureau of Land Management. Nedd said that the "'President's 
budget gives the BLM the resources needed to carry out our multiple-use and sustained yield 
mission, which includes promoting American energy and mineral production on Federal lands 
and supporting local economies.'" He continued, "'The proposed budget will allow us to 
continue working with our non-Federal partners and strengthen these vital relationships in 
order to be good neighbors in the communities we serve. BLM lands create jobs in local 
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communities, and the President's budget supports traditional land uses such as timber 
harvesting, responsible energy development, grazing and recreation including hunting and 
fishing.'" [Press Release, Department of Interior, 05/23/17] 
 
On June 16, 2017, Michael Nedd sent out an email to BLM employees warning that the Fiscal 
Year 2018 budget request "could mean 1,000 fewer full-time equivalent employees across the 
nation." Nedd wrote that, "If this quota could not be reached through 'normal attrition' then 
BLM could 'seek authority from the Office of Personnel Management to offer early retirement 
and voluntary separation incentives later this year.'" [Kellie Lunney, "INTERIOR: Zinke defends 
reorganization, budget to skeptical senators," Greenwire, 06/21/17; Press Release, Public 
Employees for Environmental Responsibility, 06/21/17] 
 
Secretary Zinke's Special Assistant Kathleen Benedetto, in an address to BLM's Executive 
Leadership Team, said that managing a "large amount of federal estate" for "conservation 
purposes" is a "concern." She identified wilderness as another "concern" because only 
minerals can "drive progress."  
 
Wyoming BLM Director Mary Jo Rugwell's memo of a July Executive Leadership Team meeting 
describes concerns expressed by Kathleen Benedetto. Benedetto said that one of her 
"concerns" is that "a large amount of federal estate is being managed for conservation 
purposes," and that "it takes minerals [as a raw material] to drive progress." Benedetto also 
identified Areas of Critical Environmental Concern and Lands with Wilderness Characteristics as 
"areas of concern." [BLM-2018-00030 (WY BLM) Sage Grouse EO Comms, 07/25/17] 
 
Secretary Ryan Zinke "revoked the [Interior] department's policy on offsetting the 
development impacts on natural resources." 
 
The Obama administration expanded "the federal government'ǎΧ'no net loss' wetlands policy, 
first established under President George H.W. Bush, which requires that any wetlands that are 
destroyed by human development be replaced somewherŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ hōŀƳŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΧώŀǇǇƭƛŜŘϐ 
that concept to any natural resource ς not just wetlands," and encouraged "agencies to replace 
those resources even before they're destroyed." [Gregory Korte, "Obama order requires 
agencies to offset environmental impacts of development," USA Today, 11/03/15] 
 
"Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke revoked the department's policy on offsetting the development 
impacts on natural resources." [Corbin Hiar,"Zinke kills mitigation policy, orders new review of 
energy rules," E&E News, 03/29/17] 
 
On March 28, 2017, President Donald Trump signed an Executive Order on Promoting Energy 
Independence. The following day Secretary Ryan Zinke issued a Secretarial Order on 
American Energy Independence, which "revoked" Interior's "policy on offsetting the 
development impacts on natural resources and ordered a review of all its rules on climate 
change, mitigation and energy development." Secretary Ryan Zinke met with extractive 
industry representatives at least 50 times between March 2017 and June 2018.  

https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2017/06/21/stories/1060056369
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2017/06/21/stories/1060056369
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4560627-20171023-103201-Redacted.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2015/11/03/obama-order-requires-agencies-offset-environmental-impacts-development/75105378/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2015/11/03/obama-order-requires-agencies-offset-environmental-impacts-development/75105378/
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060052305
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060052305
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On March 28, 2017, President Donald Trump signed an Executive Order "on Promoting Energy 
Independence and Economic Growth," an executive order to "nullify President Barack Obama's 
climate change efforts and revive the coal industry." ["Presidential Executive Order on 
Promoting Energy Independence and Economic Growth," White House, 03/28/17; Coral 
Davenport and Alissa J. Rubin, "Trump Signs Executive Order Unwinding Obama Climate 
Policies," New York Times, 03/28/17] 
 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke was quick to praise President Trump's Energy Independence 
Executive Order. The next day, on March 29, 2017, Secretary Zinke issued Secretarial Order No. 
3349, a Secretarial Order on "American Energy Independence," intended to "implement" 
President Trump's Executive Order. Secretary Zinke's S.O. 3349 "revoked the department's 
policy on offsetting the development impacts on natural resources and ordered a review of all 
its rules on climate change, mitigation and energy development." [Press Release, Department 
of the Interior, 03/28/17; Corbin Hiar, "Zinke kills mitigation policy, orders review of energy 
rules," E&E News, 03/29/17] 
 
According to a Western Values Project analysis of Ryan Zinke's publicly available calendars and 
his more detailed travel schedules obtained from the Department of the Interior's website, and 
other public reporting, Secretary Zinke either met with energy executives, addressed industry 
groups, or toured energy facilities at least 50 times between March 2017 and June 2018. This 
number is likely lower than the actual number of times Zinke met with industry groups, as his 
calendar has become increasingly vague in recent months. ["Zinke Meeting with Extractive 
Industries & Conservation Groups - March 2017 to June 2018- Extractive Industry Meetings," 
Western Values Project, and [Sara Ganim, Gregory Wallace and Ellie Kaufman, "Latest Zinke 
calendars stripped of most details about his meetings," CNN, 09/06/18] 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ 
CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦŦ ƻǊ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣέ ŜǾŜn 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘ άƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦŦ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ƎƻŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ /ŀōƛƴŜǘ 
ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΦέ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ άΨŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƭŀǿΦΩέ aŀƴȅ άƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
undisclosed or obscured meetings included representatives from energy companies, whose 
interest in the Interior Department could stem from its ownership of public lands, regulation 
of mining and some energy production, and enforcemenǘ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƭŀǿǎΦέ  
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ 
of Information Act requests have often left off or obscured some meetings. More detailed 
ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǎeparate briefing memos prepared by his staff, which 
have not been released with the calendars and were obtained only by filing another FOIA 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΦέ 
 
άYŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦŦ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ƎƻŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ /ŀōƛƴŜǘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
and flies ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΦέ 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-executive-order-promoting-energy-independence-economic-growth/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-executive-order-promoting-energy-independence-economic-growth/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/28/climate/trump-executive-order-climate-change.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/28/climate/trump-executive-order-climate-change.html
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-zinke-statement-support-president-trumps-american-energy-executive-order
https://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/2017/03/29/stories/1060052305
https://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/2017/03/29/stories/1060052305
http://westernvaluesproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Zinke-Meeting-with-Extractive-Industries-Conservation-Groups-March-2017-to-June-2018-Extractive-Industry-Meetings.pdf
http://westernvaluesproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Zinke-Meeting-with-Extractive-Industries-Conservation-Groups-March-2017-to-June-2018-Extractive-Industry-Meetings.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/06/politics/interior-secretary-ryan-zinke-calendars-details-missing/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/06/politics/interior-secretary-ryan-zinke-calendars-details-missing/index.html
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άΨLǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƭŀǿΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǾƛŜǿ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ōŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ 9ƛǎŜƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ōƻŀǊŘ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŦƛǘ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŦƻǊ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 
and Ethics in Washington, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution think tank and a CNN 
ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǘƻǊΦέ 
 
άwȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ Lǘ 
was a meeting scheduled to last five minutes with Chris Cox, the executive director of the 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wƛŦƭŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭƻōōȅƛƴƎ ŀǊƳΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇƻǊǘǎƳŜƴΦ 
Then on his second day in office, Zinke was scheduled to meet with Karl Simich, an apparent 
reference to the managing director of Sandfire Resources, an Australian mining company that 
had been trying to develop a copper mine in Central Montana for at least six years. It also 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦέ 
 
ά¢ƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ½ƛƴƪŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳled to speak by phone for about 
30 minutes with Thomas F. Farrell, the president of Dominion Energy, a Virginia power 
company. That meeting was also revealed in an internal memo. There are only two entries on 
½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΥ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǎǘŀŦŦŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭǳƴŎƘΦέ  
 
Lƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ άƘƛǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлмт ŀǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ wŜǇΦ /ƘǊƛǎ 
Collins, a New York Republican, and him, but a memo prepared for the secretary ahead of the 
meeting revealed that executives from a large hospitality company that does business with the 
LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ άǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ ΨŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΩ ƻǊ 
ΨƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣΩ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊy was doing or with 
ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦέ 
 
ά9Ƴŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΧǿƛǘƘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ Ψ{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 5ŀƛƭȅ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΩΧƭƛǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ 
ŦǊŀƳŜǎΣ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘΦέ 
 
ά{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘe undisclosed or obscured meetings included representatives from energy 
companies, whose interest in the Interior Department could stem from its ownership of public 
lands, regulation of mining and some energy production, and enforcement of certain 
environmental laws.  
 
For example, although Zinke was scheduled to meet on two occasions in 2017 with 
representatives of a major coal company, Peabody Energy, neither encounter is accurately 
described on his calendar. In May [2018], Zinke was to meet for dinner at the Trump-owned 
hotel in Washington with Scott Mason, an apparent reference to the former Trump campaign 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ tŜŀōƻŘȅ ƭƻōōȅƛǎǘΦ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
topic and attendees are redacted. That June, three Peabody executives were scheduled to meet 
ǿƛǘƘ ½ƛƴƪŜΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ 
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ΨtŜŀōƻŘȅ 9ƴŜǊƎȅΩ ς with no way to tell whether that was the topic of the meeting or a reference 
to the people attending ς and the names of several Zinke aides who were also at the meeting. 
Zinke also was to meet in May 2017 with the International Association of Drilling Contractors. 
The meeting was not listed on his calendar, but his scheduler included it in an email briefing to 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΦέ  
 
ά! aŀȅ омΣ нлмт ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ƭŀǎƪŀΧƛǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƻƴ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ǘǊƛǇ ƛǘƛƴŜǊŀǊȅ ŀǎ ΨaŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ aŀȅƻǊ 
IŀǊǊȅ .ǊƻǿŜǊΣ bƻǊǘƘ {ƭƻǇŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΦΩ .ǳǘ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ ǇŀŎƪŜǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ƴƻǘŜǎ 
that two lobbyists from Van Ness Feldman, a firm that represents the borough in a lawsuit 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦέ  
 
Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ άŎŀǎŜǎΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ǊŜŘŀŎǘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŘŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǘŜ ΨbwΣΩ or non-responsive, does not disclose why the 
redaction was made, and in multiple instances, the redacted information involves agency 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦέ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ wȅŀƴ ½ƛƴƪŜΣ ƻƴ aŀȅ муΣ нлмтΣ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ άŀƴ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ-owned gun range 
with the US Park Police, an arm of the Interior Department. The visit is redacted from his 
ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƘȅΦέ  
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ 
released through a Freedom of Information Act request, that reveal these meetings and others 
that were not noted on his calendar, glaring omissions from what is supposed to be a complete 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦέ ώ{ŀǊŀ DŀƴƛƳΣ DǊŜƎƻǊȅ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ !ŀǊƻƴ YŜǎǎƭŜǊΣ άInterior 
Secretary Zinke kept some meetings off public calendarΣέ CNN, 07/20/18; Sara Ganim and 
DǊŜƎƻǊȅ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΣ ά{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣέ CNN, 
10/13/18] 
 
Secretary Zinke has stacked his Interior Department full of political appointees who have 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ !ǎ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмуΣ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
nominees at Interior included 42 political appointees who have worked for extractive 
industries. 
 
!ǎ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмуΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ½ƛƴƪŜΩǎ political appointees and nominees at Interior included: 
17 former lobbyists, 18 Trump campaign workers, 42 political appointees who have worked for 
extractive industries, and only a paltry seven political appointees who have worked in 
conservation. [Press Release, Western Values Project, 11/20/18] 
 
"Tucked" in Donald Trump's "energy independence" executive order "is a sentence that" 
could make "it easier for energy companies to drill for oil in national parks," historic sites, and 
memorials. Ryan Zinke supported this executive order. 
 
"Tucked" in Donald Trump's "energy independence" executive order "is a sentence that" could 
make "it easier for energy companies to drill for oil in national parks," which would potentially 
affect "national parks where the federal government owns the surface lands but private entities 
retain the underground mineral rights. Some 42 park properties nationwide fall into this 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/07/19/politics/zinke-calendar-omissions/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/07/19/politics/zinke-calendar-omissions/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/13/politics/ryan-zinke-calendars-interior-secretary/index.html
https://westernvaluesproject.org/17-interior-political-appointees-profiles-released-on-department-of-influence-website/
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category, and energy companies are drilling for oil and gas in 12 of those, according to the 
Interior Department. 
 
Last year, the Obama administration finalized rules aimed at regulating drilling operations on 
national park land that previously had been exempt. The new rules also required energy 
companies to provide adequate bonding to ensure that spills would be cleaned up and drilling 
sites restored to their natural look once operations ceased.  
 
Trump's order directs the interior secretary to review and possibly rescind those rules ς known 
as the 9B rules, or 'General Provisions and Non-Federal Oil and Gas Rights' ς if they are 
inconsistent with his energy goals." 
 
"At 12 park properties, energy companies operate 534 oil and gas wells, according to the 
National Park Conservation Association. At more than half the properties, energy development 
predated the founding of the parks, [DOI spokeswoman Heather] Swift said." [McClatchy 
Washington Bureau, 03/29/17] 
 
There are currently two oil/gas wells in Cumberland Gap National Historical Park, which is partly 
in Virginia, and 90 oil/gas wells in Cuyahoga Valley National Park, in Ohio. Based on ownership 
of mineral rights, oil/gas wells can also be drilled in: 

¶ The Flight 93 National Memorial site in Pennsylvania; 

¶ Fort Necessity National Battlefield in Pennsylvania; 

¶ Friendship Hill National Historic Site in Pennsylvania; 

¶ Johnstown Flood National Memorial in Pennsylvania; 

¶ Steamtown National Historic Site in Pennsylvania; 

¶ Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational River, which is partly in Pennsylvania; and 

¶ Hopewell Culture National Historical Park in Ohio. 
 
"These parks are at risk of drilling because the federal government owns the surface lands and 
private companies own some of the mineral rights below the surface." [Nicholas Lund, 
"National Parks Affected by 9B Rules," National Parks Conservation Association, 02/10/17] 
 
Secretary Ryan Zinke issued a "statement in support of President Trump's American Energy 
Executive Order." [Press Release, Department of the Interior, 03/30/17] 
 
Rolling Back Public Land Protections 
 
Secretary Ryan Zinke recommended changing "the boundaries of a 'handful of national 
monuments'"  in "a largely unprecedented effort to roll back federal protection for some of 
America's most popular public lands," despite acknowledging that comments on the 
monument review were "overwhelmingly in favor of maintaining existing monuments."  
 

https://www.npca.org/resources/3190-national-parks-affected-by-9b-rules#sm.0001m7bo3y3qtdrnz5a1cckl16oso
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Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke announced that he is urging President Trump "to change the 
boundaries of a 'handful of national monuments'" in "a largely unprecedented effort to roll 
back federal protection for some of America's most popular public lands." [Sammy Roth, 
"Trump Administration Targets a 'handful of National Monuments for Changes," The Desert 
Sun, 08/24/17] 
 
Zinke's report summary acknowledges that the comments it received were "overwhelmingly in 
favor of maintaining existing monuments." ["Report Summary by US Secretary of the Interior 
Ryan Zinke," Department of the Interior, 08/24/17] 
 
WEA, during Secretary Ryan Zinke's national monuments review, sent Secretary Zinke a letter 
asking that "perhaps some adjustments could be made to accommodate existing [oil and gas] 
leases" within the Bears Ears National Monument. Subsequently, Secretary Zinke 
recommended that President Trump reduce Bears Ears. In December 2017, when President 
Trump slashed Bears Ears by 85 percent, parts of the land cut out were rich in oil and gas, and 
nearly all 23 existing federal oil and gas leases that were in the original monument appear to 
have been carved out. Secretary Zinke also recommended that President Trump modify the 
management plan of Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument, which was another 
of the national monuments that WEA's letter identified as "contain[ing] oil and natural gas 
reserves."   
 
The Western Energy Alliance [WEA] "represents over 300 companies engaged in all aspects of 
environmentally responsible exploration and production of oil and natural gas across the 
West."  
 
On July 10, 2017, WEA submitted via the Federal Register a letter to Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke regarding his "Review of Certain National Monuments Established Since 1996." In their 
letter, WEA argued that "recent [monument] designations have far exceeded" the intent of the 
Antiquities Act and "have instead been used to place millions of acres off limits to productive 
uses such as energy development." WEA was "encouraged that DOI recognize[d] the need to 
limit abuses of the Act."  
 
WEA continued, "Four of the monuments under review are known to contain oil and natural 
gas reserves: Bears Ears, Canyons of the Ancients, Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks, and the 
Upper Missouri River Breaks." WEA acknowledged that for Canyons of the Ancients, Organ 
Mountains-Desert Peaks, and the Upper Missouri River Breaks, "the history of these 
monuments and the time that has passed raises questions on whether readjusting them is a 
fruitful policy direction for the Department." However, WEA advocated, "given the recent 
nature of the Bears Ears designation and the fact that it has not yet undergone the 
management planning process, perhaps some adjustments could be made to accommodate 
existing leases, which are on the periphery of the monument and not of direct threat to the 
cultural resources the designation was meant to protect." [Kathleen Sgamma to Ryan Zinke, 
07/10/17] 
 

http://www.desertsun.com/story/news/environment/2017/08/24/trump-administration-targets-handful-national-monuments-changes/597536001/
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/monument-report-summary.pdf
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/monument-report-summary.pdf
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On August 24, 2017, shortly after receiving these documents from WEA, Bears Ears National 
Monument was one of the national monuments that Interior Secretary Zinke recommended 
that President Trump reduce. [Juliet Eilperin and Darryl Fears, "Interior secretary recommends 
Trump alter at least three national monuments, including Bears Ears," Washington Post, 
08/24/17]  
 
On December 4, 2017, President Donald Trump "sharply reduced" two national monuments in 
Utah, in what was the "largest rollback of federal land protection in the nation's history." He 
reduced Bears Ears National Monument by 85 percent and "cut another monument, Grand 
Staircase-Escalante, to about half its current size." [Julie Turkewitz, "Trump Slashes Size of Bears 
Ears and Grand Staircase Monuments," New York Times, 12/04/17] 
 
President Trump followed through with Secretary Zinke's recommendation and reduced Bears 
Ears National Monument "by 85 percent." Sections of the land cut out from Bears Ears are "rich 
in oil, gas, and uranium that is now open to possible future extraction." Additionally, following 
WEA's request, nearly all 23 existing federal oil and gas leases that were in the original Bears 
Ears National Monument appear to have been carved out under the new monument 
boundaries. [Nadja Popovich, "Bears Ears National Monument Is Shrinking. Here's What Is Being 
Cut." New York Times, 12/08/17; Jayson O'Neill, "What was taken out of Bears Ears and Grand 
Staircase-Escalante National Monuments?," Western Values Project, 02/13/18] 
 
Additionally, in his report, Secretary Ryan Zinke recommended modifying the management plan 
of Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument, another one of the monuments 
Western Energy Alliance mentioned in their letter. [Julie Turkewitz, Nadja Popovich, and Matt 
McCann, "Here Are the 10 National Monuments the Interior Department Wants to Shrink or 
Modify," New York Times, 09/18/17] 
 
The reduction in Bears Ears eliminated 1.1 million acres of protected land and replaced the 
monument with two much smaller monuments. Within the 1.1 million acres cut out of the 
monument are vast swaths of sensitive desert landscapes and many iconic features. The 
sections of land cut from Bears Ears National Monument, in addition being rich in oil and gas, 
have uranium deposits that are now open to possible future extraction. In fact, much of the 
land cut from the Bears Ears National Monument is rich in uranium, which can now be 
extracted now that monument protections have been removed. The cut areas overlap with 
eight uranium districts identified by the Utah Department of Natural Resources, as well as 
several permitted uranium mines. Some of the uranium districts removed from Bears Ears 
abut Canyonlands National Park and Natural Bridges National Monument.  
 
Donald Trump is reducing the 1.35 million-acre Bears Ears National Monument to two smaller 
monuments; A 140,643 Shash Jaa National Monument surrounding the Bears Ears buttes and 
an 86,447-acre monument called Indian Creek National Monument in the Northeastern section 
of what was Bears Ears National Monument. ["Boundaries of new monuments still vague, 
details becoming clearer," San Juan Record, 12/12/17] 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/08/24/interior-secretary-recommends-trump-alter-a-handful-of-national-monuments-but-declines-to-reveal-which-ones/?utm_term=.aafc4b442190
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/08/24/interior-secretary-recommends-trump-alter-a-handful-of-national-monuments-but-declines-to-reveal-which-ones/?utm_term=.aafc4b442190
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/04/us/trump-bears-ears.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/04/us/trump-bears-ears.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/12/08/climate/bears-ears-monument-trump.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/12/08/climate/bears-ears-monument-trump.html
https://westernvaluesproject.org/what-was-taken-out-of-bears-ears-and-grand-staircase-escalante-national-monuments/
https://westernvaluesproject.org/what-was-taken-out-of-bears-ears-and-grand-staircase-escalante-national-monuments/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/09/18/climate/bears-ears-changes-monuments.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/09/18/climate/bears-ears-changes-monuments.html
http://www.sjrnews.com/view/full_story/27520243/article-Boundaries-of-new-monuments-still-vague--details-becoming-clearer?instance=home_news_1st_right
http://www.sjrnews.com/view/full_story/27520243/article-Boundaries-of-new-monuments-still-vague--details-becoming-clearer?instance=home_news_1st_right


Page 95 of 226 

 

The reduced monuments exclude previously-protected Cedar Mesa, a feature with "many 
archeological sites" that was included as a protected National Conservation Area in Rob 
Bishop's PLI. Additionally, the re-drawn boundaries exclude Arch Canyon, Upper Comb Ridge, 
Valley of the Gods, and all wilderness study areas. [Jonathan Thompson, "How to make sense of 
Trump's changes to Bears Ears," High Country News, 12/05/17] 
 
The revised boundaries also exclude Grand Gulch, a part of Cedar Mesa described as "the 
crown jewel of Bears Ears and the most famous archeological areas in the monument." ["Trump 
erases 1.1 million acres of Bears Ears National Monument," Friends of Cedar Mesa, 12/04/17] 

 

 
Red: Land cut from Bears Ears National Monument [Source: BLM] 

Green: Boundaries of new National Monuments [Source: BLM] 
 

Utah Governor Gary Herbert dismissed the possibility of oil and gas development in the Bears 
Ears area, but said, "'ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƳŀŎƪǎ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǊŀƴƛǳƳΧ ǘƘŜ ǳǊŀƴƛǳƳ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘǎ 
are outside the monument now.'"  [Juliet Eilperin, "Uranium firm urged Trump officials to shrink 
Bears Ears National Monument," Washington Post, 12/08/17] 
 
The Utah department of Natural Resources says the Bears Ears area "has been productive for 
uranium deposits in the past, and some of the mining districts within the monument continue 
to hold some promise for future uranium production." It identifies the uranium districts in 
Bears Ears in "decreasing order of importance" as "White Canyon, Elk Ridge, Deer Flat, Indian 
Creek, and Fry Canyon, which have moderate to low development potential." ["Very little 
energy potential within Bears Ears National Monument," Utah Department of Natural 
Resources, 12/04/17] 
 
Data from BLM and the Utah DNR show that substantial portions of uranium districts have been 
carved from Bears Ears National monument, including on land that abuts Canyonlands National 
Park and Natural Bridges National Monument. 
 

http://www.hcn.org/articles/bears-ears-national-monument-trumps-confounding-boundaries-for-bears-ears
http://www.hcn.org/articles/bears-ears-national-monument-trumps-confounding-boundaries-for-bears-ears
https://www.friendsofcedarmesa.org/trump-erases-bearsears/
https://www.friendsofcedarmesa.org/trump-erases-bearsears/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/uranium-firm-urged-trump-officials-to-shrink-bears-ears-national-monument/2017/12/08/2eea39b6-dc31-11e7-b1a8-62589434a581_story.html?utm_term=.ce951750cdbf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/uranium-firm-urged-trump-officials-to-shrink-bears-ears-national-monument/2017/12/08/2eea39b6-dc31-11e7-b1a8-62589434a581_story.html?utm_term=.ce951750cdbf
https://naturalresources.utah.gov/dnr-newsfeed/very-little-energy-potential-within-bears-ears-national-monument
https://naturalresources.utah.gov/dnr-newsfeed/very-little-energy-potential-within-bears-ears-national-monument



















































































































































































































































